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Abstract

This special research studies the translation approaches of children’s fantasy literature
Jack Blank and the Imagine Nation by Matt Myklusch which various proper names are used
to present a futuristic adventure story. The researcher aims to discover the solution to proper
names’ translation problems in order to produce a target text that has the equivalent effect of
the source text.

The result of this research shows that Christiane Nord’s Text Analysis Approach, the
analysis of elements of literature and Carl M. Tomlinson and Carol Lynch-Brown’s study of
children’s literature all of which have helped to analyze and understand the source text before
transferring it to the target text. In addition, Lincoln Fernandes’ “Translation of Names in
Children’s Fantasy Literature” has helped to transfer the proper names so that they have
meaning equivalence to the source text. Moreover, Jean Delisle’s Interpretive Approach has
assisted in interpreting various proper names and verifying the target text. Finally, Wallaya
Vivatsorn’s literary translation approach has helped to verify and edit the target text. All
these approaches are necessary to transfer the source text into suitable target text which has
the equivalent effect of the source text.
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Delisle, Jean. Translation: An Interpretive Approach (Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 1988), pp. 53-69.
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Kennedy, X.J., and Gioia, Dana. Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. 9" ed. (New York: Pearson Longman, 2005),

pp. 12-13, G6, G12, G27.

7 o o o o o o o
Gustav Freytag, 1863, 51\15\111& FIFUUNAYADIU. Wi]1!11§ﬂiNﬁWﬂ’JiimﬂiiNﬂQﬂﬂ‘H-‘lﬂﬂ (ATUNNUIUAT: TIFUUNABADIU, 2545),

i 192.
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11
Martin, Alex, and Hill, Robert. Modern Novels: Introductions to Modern English Literature of Students of English. (Hertfordshire:

Prentice Hall International, 1996), pp. 15-17.
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12 .
Montgomery, Martin, et al. Ways of Reading: advanced reading skills for students of English literature. 3 ‘ed. (London; New York:

Routledge, 2007), pp. 278-279.
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S. Hervey and 1. Higgins, 1992, as cited in Pour, Behnaz Sanaty. How to Translate Personal Names [Online]. (n.d.). Available from:

http://translationjournal.net/journal//50proper.htm[2011, December 29]
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Davies, E. E. A Goblin or a Dirty Nose?. The Translator: Studies in Intercultural Communication 9, no. 1 (2003): 65-100, as cited in
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- Harrier = a bird of prey (= a bird that kills other
creatures for food) of the hawk family
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current
English , Sixth Edition)
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- Surge = to move quickly and forcefully in a particular
direction (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of
Current English , Sixth Edition)
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red lines on his suit glowed brightly as his charge built up
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- Peacemaker = a person who tries to persuade people or
countries to stop arguing or fighting and to make peace.
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current
English , Sixth Edition)
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message, especially from one country to another, or to
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perform a special task: the King’s special emissary.
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current
English , Sixth Edition)
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(http://portfolio.merritte.com/30309/305526/gallery/tangital-webjects) N ‘f:
Tangital = Tangible + Digital
Tangible (Adj.) Capable of being touched; discernible by the touch; material or substantial.
Digital (Adj.) Available in electronic form; readable and manipulable by computer.
Tangital = Describes the ability of something manipulated digitally to move to the physical realm. An example of
something tangital is a photo on a digital camera that exists as digital information until it can be printed out as a
physical photograph.
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Tangible : TANG ible (adj.) = Capable of being touched; perceptible
(http:/'www.english-for-students.com/tact. html)
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- Digit = (1) any of the ten numbers from 0 to 9 (2) a finger, thumb or toe

- Digital = (1) using a system of receiving and sending information as a series of the numbers one and zero, showing
that an electronic signal is there or is not there (2) (of clocks, watches, etc.) showing information by using figures,
rather than with hands that point to numbers: a digital clock/watch

(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English , Sixth Edition)
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flat) (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current
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AUR1TY Blue flipped a switch, and Jack heard a series of beeps as several keyboards and display screens

started appearing all around him. (UNT 4 g 79)
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AURITY Jack was having second thoughts about the deal he had made with Smart. What exactly had he
gotten himself into? He had to wonder if Smart was planning to accidentally kill him in a lab accident.

Whoops, I guess now we know we can’t give Jack a hundred thousand volts of electricity....Oh well!

Might as well dissect him now. (UM 9 11 242)
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9 o . .
AURUY “What are we doing here?” Jack wanted to know. “What’s going to happen to me?”
“Don’t worry about it, Jack,” Blue said. “We just have to hang here until Jazen sorts this out. This

is all a big mistake. It’s gotta be” (‘U‘Vlﬁ 411 99)
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AunY “This is the coolest thing ever,” Jack said again, sticking his hand behind the X-ray panel to get a

look at his own bones, then sticking Jazen’s hand in next to compare. (‘U‘Vlﬁ 411 92-93)
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Once Jack had had a moment or two to fully
appreciate the mind-boggling view that was the
Imagine Nation, it sunk in very quickly that he
was headed straight for the world’s biggest
waterfalls. Unless someone plotted a new
course in the next few minutes, it wouldn’t be
the only thing to sink very quickly.

Waudauauiumwaninweduadssinaad g
v N D ' & o w1 o P
laiieeming quilwnaessanimaiiiaseluiiend
= |d' = = C" k4
fivwnalvangalulan vanideanaziilasidsudums

Twailulifndidramihil aslddisgneduguansaslieas

. . S A A a o I A
- Imagine Nation Wu¥amizitnannmsdszaua wazituye
Uszmaaaianunmeludl maulansedrvzuladn Uszmeluy
a ) & 2 o ) o o 1 .
IuauIMs ugortumsaznamaaumvesduniiu Ae A1 Imagine

. = o 1 . . [ 3 ya o 2 Jas
+ Nation ¥IY191NA1I1 Imagination muu@mmﬂm*ﬁmmﬂa
o o 1A @ o I £ J

AN lagiiid11 Iuauims Uszaunudiiin dssma sadlums

a ygawu

. . Yy a 4 YA
auF A3989911/a Imagine Nation 1A11u Jumilszma e 1vive

U

13 Y @ 4 Y
ﬂi&’&‘ﬂﬁﬂﬁ@ﬂi5‘])"1JLLE15ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁl§ﬂﬁ§1’3ﬂ’w
A . . o g A A A |
UDNVINUBDIRWIE Imagine Nation galilureisesvesuiieasos
v

Sy A Yoo R A A Y
188 A0 Jack Blank and the Imagine Nation 333631 a¥e1504 108 1%

o 1. a 1A @ Y < s d a
#1791 Juadszna RN llﬂlﬂl! udn nuasnnazdunlszinea

“Permission to take the helm, Captain?”
Blue asked.

“Permission granted!” Jack said, immensely
relieved.

Blue stepped into Jack’s place at the wheel of
the ship, and Jazen reached out his hand. “Fine
work, Jack!” Jazen said, giving Jack a vigorous
handshake. “That was impressive. Very
impressive!”
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- take the helm
helm = The steering gear of a ship, especially the tiller or wheel.

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/helm)
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“You mean it?” Jack asked. “939%38ATU” UIANN A10U° : take the helm/tiller; control; conduct
“Are you kidding? You went straight through

the heart of a white squall! Are you sure you've w4 )
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Blue flipped a switch, and Jack heard a series
of beeps as several keyboards and display
screens started appearing all around him. They
were all semitransparent images projected in
luminous reds, blues, and greens. Jack thought
they were more holograms like the TV inside
the ship, but when Blue started hitting their
buttons, the images didn’t ripple - they clicked.
They were solid.
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- hologram = a special type of picture in which the objects seem to be
three-dimensional (=solid rather than flat) (Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary of Current English , Sixth Edition)
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“Cool, huh?” Blue said, noticing Jack’s
fascination. “These are tangitals. Tangible
digital images. They’ve got all the computing
power of your basic tech, but they take up less
space because they’re holograms. We call ‘'em
Hard-Light Holos for short.”

Jack reached out to touch the controls. “Can
[?” he asked.

“Be my guest,” Blue replied. “Hit that one.”
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- tangible = (1) that can be clearly seen to exist
(2) that you can touch and feel
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English , Sixth
Edition)
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Jack hit the button that Blue had indicated,
and a woman’s voice announced, “HOVER
MODE ENGAGED.” On the main display screen
a schematic of the Vision appeared with
sections of the ship’s hull extending outward.
Jack watched in wonder as hatches on the
ship’s extended panels slid open to light up
with a blue glow, and the ship began to rise
above the water. Once the ship was a good foot
and a half clear of the relentless current, the
holo-computer issued an alerted beep and the
woman'’s voice declared, “HOVER MODULES
FULLY DEPLOYED.”
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- HOVER MODE

Hover = to hover means to stay in the same position in the air without
moving forwards or backwards

(Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)
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Jack marveled at the futuristic technology all
around him. “Minor modifications, you said?”
he asked.

Jazen shrugged. “More or less.”

“Is this how we’re going to get across the
falls?”

Jazen shook his head. “The HoverPanels can
only lift us about two feet off the ground. They
have to be close to the surface or they won'’t
work. We're going to need help to get across.”

“FriendShips at ten o’clock,” Blue said.
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Jack looked across the water and saw two
small ships flying toward them. They were pod-
shaped one-wing aircrafts, each with only
enough room for one pilot. As they got closer,
Jack could see a powerful mechanical arm
below each wing.

The glow of the tangital communication
display grew brighter than the other controls,
and an official-sounding voice crackled over the
radio.
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“FriendShips Beta and Zulu, hailing crew of
the Vision. Welcome home, Emissary Knight.
Do you require an escort?”

Jazen tapped a holographic button to
address the incoming pilots. “Thank you,
gentlemen, that would be fantastic. We're ready
whenever you are.”

“Very good, sir,” the voice replied, and the
FriendShips swooped in and lined up next to
the Vision, one on each side. The robot arms
under their wings latched on the ship and
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- Emissary = a person who is sent to deliver an official message,
especially from one country to another, or to perform a special task: the

King’s special emissary.
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locked down tightly.

(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English , Sixth
Edition)
- Emissary wi/ad1 gnlasuwihiiay (Taomwz lumsya)
(Oxford River Books English-Thai Dictionary)
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“Here we go,” Jazen said as the FriendShips

fired up their engines and lifted the Vision high

into the sky. Within seconds they were flying
the boat through the air like bird gliding on a
breeze.

“We call them FriendShips because they
carry you wherever you need to go,” Jazen
explained as they soared through the sky.
“There it is up ahead. Empire City, capital of
the Imagine Nation. That's where we're
headed.”
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Twilight was setting in, and Jack got a good

look. It was the most unusual city Jack had ever
seen or even imagined. It was built on a hill that
ran right up to the cliffside edge of the floating

island, and Jack could see what Jazen had
meant when he said that people brought their
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own cultures and styles with them when they
came here. Looking at Empire City was like
looking at six cities crammed into one. Jazen
called out the different boroughs of Empire
City, describing them for Jack as they made
their approach.
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There was Galaxis, the futuristic spaceport,
home to aliens from across the cosmos and
beyond. Directly above that was Karateka, a
singular fusion of modern and ancient China,
where kung fu masters trained in martial arts
disciplines long forgotten by the outside world.
On the opposite side of the city the walls of
Varagog guarded gothic castles, medieval
villages, and ancient magic. Behind that stood
the mysterious and ever-changing borough of
Cognito, where the streets had no names and
the residents answered no questions. Higher
still were the smooth-lined towers of Machina,
shimmering with data bytes and binary code
messages that only the androids who lived
there could read. And in the center of Empire
City, towering over the wide expanse of
SeasonStill Park and the majestic monuments
of Hero Square were the mighty skyscrapers
of Hightown, the tallest buildings in the world.
As the evening sky took on a shade that was
equal parts purple, red, and pink, the shining
towers of Hightown responded with an
opalescent reflection that was so beautiful, it
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- androids
android = In science fiction books and films, an android is a robot that

looks like a human being. (Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English
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seemed to be singing the next verse in the sky’s
favorite song.

This was Empire City, capital of the Imagine
Nation, and Jack’s new home.
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Below the edge of the city, built into the
rocky underside of the island, was a hangar bay
large enough for a thousand ships to land. The
FriendShips pulled the Vision in safely, and Jack
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was finally there. It was an exhilarating
moment. The FriendShips escorts disengaged
and waved good-bye as a team of men in blue
and gray jumpsuits rushed out to load the
Vision into HoverStorage. Jack jumped down
from the deck of the ship as the flight crew
carted the Vision off for safekeeping. He
couldn’t stay inside the ship a second longer.
He was too excited to stay inside of anything
now that he had one foot in a whole new world.
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“Holy cow,” Jack said, looking around in
wonder.

The flight deck was filled with all manner of
space-age shuttles, ultramodern fighter jets,
and flying saucers. Everywhere Jack looked,
there were men and women wearing skintight
supersuits and other brightly colored costumes
complete with capes and masked. They were
flying off into the sky and landing under their
own power, and that was just the beginning.
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holy cow = used to express bewilderment, surprise, or astonishment
(http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/holy+cow)
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There were people wearing jet packs. There
was a boy creating discs of light out of thin air
and then throwing them like Frisbees at his
little brother until his mother told him to stop.
There was a man made out of electricity talking
to a woman made out of solid rock. There was a
ninja warrior arguing with a futuristic robot
about a parking space. The myriad powers of
everyone on the crowded flight deck were
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impossible to discover in a single glance
around. Jack stopped dead in his tracks,
hypnotized by the sight of it all. Jazen snapped
his fingers to get his attention and keep him
moving.
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“Jack. Jack, you okay?”

Jack snapped out of his daze. “I don’t believe
it.”

“If that were true, you wouldn’t be here,”
Jazen replied.

“Is everyone here a superhero?” Jack asked.
“Not everyone,” Jazen replied, leading the
way through the hangar. “Remember, you don’t

need superpowers to find the island, you just
need to believe. But you name it, we’ve got it.
Ninjas, sorcerers, aliens...even a few so-called
‘regular’ people. Emissaries like me are
supposed to bring the gifted here to the
Imagine Nation, but not every gift is a
superpower, Jack. Not every superpowered
person decides to become a superhero, either.”
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“They become supervillains?” Jack guessed.

“I try not to use that term,” Jazen said. “There
are some real villains out there, sure - people
who use their powers to do whatever they
want, no matter who gets hurt. But some
people who get labeled as supervillains are just
misunderstood. Not everyone’s looking to take
over the world.”
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“Some people just don’t want to be heroes,
either,” Blue added. “That’s okay; it's a lot of
pressure being a hero. Some people would
rather just go on about their lives, like Gramps
here.” Blue gestures toward an old man
carrying around a two-ton jet, looking for a
parking space.

“Coming through!” the old man grumbled as
he pushed past them.
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As Jack, Blue, and Jazen walked to the other
end of the flight deck, glowing letters that took
the place of signs started scrolling through the
air around them. They flashed out the words
HALL OF RECORDS in an endless loop. Jack
followed the signs through the cavernous hall.
As he neared the other end, Jack noticed
several flying surveillance cameras skittering
about in the air. Eventually, they scurried over
to him. Each one was about the size of a winged
football, with “SmartCorp” written on the side
in shiny blue lettering.
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“Blue. SmartCams,” Jazen said, pointing to
the flying cameras.
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“I see 'em,” Blue said, reaching out to shove one
away. “Go bother somebody else,” he muttered
as the SmartCam skidded through the air and
bumped into one of its compatriots.

“Sorry, Jack, these things are everywhere
lately,” Jazen explained. “They’re really
annoying.” The SmartCam whirred around
them with a series of angry, offended beeps, but
kept its distance as they rode a turbolift up to
the records room.
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The Hall of Records was carved deep into the
rocky interior of the island’s base, and was
even more crowded than the flight deck. It was
a customs and security checkpoint just like in
an airport, except instead of bustling tourists
and passengers, it was jam-packed with
superhumans, robots, and aliens. There were
giants who were bigger than Blue waiting in
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line next to monsters and people with four
arms. The ceiling must have been at least a
hundred feet high, and Jack looked up to see
super-powered fliers waiting in midair lines.
Words continued to flow through the air,
blinking out directions like RESIDENT ALIENS,
RETURNING CITIZENS, and SECURITY
CHECKPOINT. Everyone was producing
paperwork and going through security checks.
There were big, transparent X-ray panels at the
head of each line for people to step behind, and
Jack could see right through to people’s
skeletons.
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Jack and the others navigated the crowd past
winding lines of people, as well as
advertisements that flashed off the walls like
pop-up banners from the Internet, calling out
SMARTCORP: BRINGING YOU
TOMORROW...TODAY! and SMARTCORP: THE
FUTURE IS NOW! Jazen led the way through the
great room with a swagger, and Blue swatted
away SmartCams that buzzed around like
gnats. They made their way to a completely
empty line next to the words NEW VISITORS.
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The podium at the head of the line stood
empty. Jazen hit a signal light, requesting
service. “You see how many new visitors we get
these days, Jack? We don’t even staff the line
anymore,” he said, shaking his head. “Let’s get
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started on the paperwork while we wait.” Jazen
gestured to a row of glowing forms floating
next to the line and snatched one from the air.
When his hand touched it, it turned into a solid
piece of paper with a blinking cursor flashing
on the page.
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“What’s that?” Jack asked.

“SmartPaper,” Jazen said. He showed Jack
an immigration form with blank spaces for
Name, Code Name, Age, Date of Birth, and other
similar information. “It’s like a computerized
sheet of paper. It’s just as thin as regular paper,
but you can edit it like it’s still on a computer
screen. You can highlight stuff, delete things,
change fonts, wherever you want. It’s another
tangital. Smile!” Jazen said, holding the page up
like a camera in front of Jack’s face. A light
flashed and Jack’s headshot was inserted
directly into the top-right corner of the form.
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“This is awesome!” Jack said, grabbing the
paper to check it out. The back of the page read
“Another SmartCorp innovation.”

“What’s SmartCorp?” Jack asked.

“The biggest company in the world,” Jazen
answered. “They do business all around the
globe, but under a lot of different fake names.
You'd be amazed at who some of their front
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companies are. Tangitals and Hard-Light Holos
were invented by the owner of the company, a
man named Jonas Smart.”
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“He also invented HoverPads, SmartCams,
Maglev roads, and a ton of other things,” Blue
added. “In addition to being the senior member
of Empire City’s Inner Circle, he also runs
SmartCorp. These days, that means he pretty
much runs Empire City.”
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Maglev (n.) = a transport system in which trains glide above a track,
supported by magnetic repulsion and propelled by a linear motor: maglev
trains.

Origin: 1970s: from mag(netic) lev(itation)
(http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/maglev)
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“He must be a genius,” Jack said. “Do you
think I'll get to meet him?”

“Probably sooner than you think,” Blue said,
looking at Jazen. The expression that Jazen
returned silenced the giant.

Jazen tried to fill out the form for Jack but
couldn’t put in much. He didn’t know Jack’s real
last name, birthday, or any family information.
However, there was on section that they could
try to figure out on their own: the description
of superpowers.
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“I don’t know,” Jack said, still somewhat
skeptical. “Trust me, I've spent a lot of time
reading comic books and thinking about
superpowers. A lot of time. If | had any powers
myself, [ think I'd know about it.”

“Not necessarily,” Jazen explained.
“Especially at your age. Depending on the
power, you probably wouldn’t even be
deliberately controlling it. But in times of
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stress, excitement, or fear...there are flare-ups.”
Jack thought about it for a minute. He had to
admit, that did sound like him.
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“You said weird stuff happens around you,”
Blue said. “Weird like what? Weird like this
morning with the Riistov?”

“No, nothing like that,” Jack said. “Machines
act funny around me - that’s it. May be I make
them break and stuff?”
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“I don’t know,” Jazen said, stepping behind
an X-ray screen at the head of the line. The
X-ray panel revealed Jazen'’s insides to be a
mechanized system filled with millions of
flashing lights and wires hiding underneath his
skin. “Something tells me that’s not it.”
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Jack nearly fell over when presented with
the sight of Jazen's electronic insides. “You're a
robot?” Jack exclaimed.

“I'm an android,” Jazen replied. “A
bioengineered Mecha with a human
appearance. Here, check it out.”
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Jazen rolled up his sleeve and double-tapped
his inner forearm. Jack watched as short bursts
of compressed air escaped Jazen’s arm and a
panel of skin dropped down and slid away.
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Inside, a complex circuit board lit up like a slot
machine. Jack latched on to Jazen’s arm and
peered inside for a closer look. Jazen’s skin felt
soft and natural, but there was no denying the
hard steel frame and circuitry underneath.
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“That’s why you set off the alarms back at
the harbor,” Jack said, fascinated by Jazen's
inner workings. “This is so cool! I can’t believe
you’re a robot!” he exclaimed.

“Android,” Blue corrected again. “Jazen’s an
android. We call 'em Mechas here in Empire

City.”
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“And look at that,” Jazen said, pointing to a
digital display near his wrist. It read that all
systems were operating at 100 percent
capacity. “I feel fine around you, so your
powers have got to be something else.”

“Yeah,” Blue added, “besides, you steered the
Vision like you’d done it a million times before.
That’s a pretty big machine.”

“That was weird,” Jack admitted. “It was like
the ship just knew what I wanted to do. I was
surprised that it came so easy, but I was too
psyched to even think about it.”

=

v c}q < dwd' aa o Y Y
“UdQiE” NBUWaNaNTTLAITalnadaliany
FUFAINTZUUMIVNATNNULALG NN 100 LUpSLTU “Du
Ve a o dl' v U a vV < v a}
FanUnddiiiaaglnalon waviitavuausasaluagaduy
Vv
Rl
“lguar” vgiasy “Bnadhusatuiialsenmiagny
o v & v  a & & o o o v
wetuinuandusunse Senwduiasasdnsnanlvale
o o
fdeug”

v
g

< [ < [ =~ 4 = Al
“annudanlaniv” uingansu “wiauinFanugium
aenninezls unwlanlanuuindulade 9 wadnnaau

) Va = d' dgl 1] QI
lylgaadasasiltaeizasu”

86




Y £%
AURNUY

unuila

Measueunuila

“Interesting...,” Jazen said, thinking.
“Why didn’t you tell me about being a ro-I
mean, android, earlier?” Jack asked.

“I didn’t want to blow your mind,” Jazen said.

“You passed out when you saw Blue; I didn’t
know what you’d do when you saw this.”

“This is the coolest thing ever,” Jack said
again, sticking his hand behind the X-ray panel
to get a look at his own bones, then sticking
Jazen’s hand in next to compare. Meanwhile,
someone finally appeared behind the podium.
It was time to get down to business.
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get down to business = to begin to get serious; to begin to negotiate or

conduct business.

(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/get+down~+to+business)

The customs clerk was a space alien whose
skin had a gray and black quality that emitted a
white glow. He looked like a black-and-white
film negative. “Can I help you?” he asked in an
annoyed tone. His voice had an echo-like
reverberation that gave Jack the chills.

“You can try,” Jazen replied. “Emissary Jazen
Knight.” He flashed his badge. “I'm here to
process this boy for entry into the Imagine
Nation.”
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The clerk paused a moment, as if he didn’t
quite hear Jazen correctly. “A new visitor?” he
asked.

“That’s right.”

“This line is not open, sir,” said the clerk.
He started to walk away, but Jazen grabbed his
wrist.
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“Then I suggest you open it,” Jazen said. “As
far as I know, the borders of the Imagine Nation
aren’t closed.”

& o o v a = Ay
“ﬁuauumuﬂwmmﬂ(ﬂm” '\]’]L"ﬁuw”ﬂ “L‘VITVIE IYLOU

aavauaUszmnalilatous”

The clerk locked eyes with Jazen for a
moment, but quickly lost the staring contest
with the emissary. He could see that Jazen
wasn’t backing down. “No, sir, the borders are
not officially closed,” the clerk said, pausing to
look up at a SmartCam that was trained directly
on him. He then leaned in toward Jazen and
spoke softly. “But it is our understanding that
in these trying times, with the Riistov threat to
our planet still lingering, that all emissaries
have been discouraged from bringing new
visitors to the Imagine Nation.”
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“Interesting,” Jazen replied. “I guess I didn’t
get the memo. I've actually been encouraged to
bring this boy here.” Jazen held up Jack’s forms
in front of the clerk. “Let’s get started.” The
clerk still hesitated.

“I'd do what he says if | were you,” Blue said,
bearing down on the clerk. “You see, I'm here
with them, and I really don’t have a lot of
patience for waiting in lines.”
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The clerk’s lips quivered as he stared up at
Blue. He reluctantly took the form and fed it
into the screen of his holo-computer, grumbling
about how he better not get in trouble for this.
The page broke up into a million data bytes,
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then reassembled in the proper order,
projected in the air next to the podium with
most of the information still missing.
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“Relax,” Jazen said to the clerk. “For all we
know, this boy’s a returning citizen. We don’t
have any info on his background. You're going
to need to run a scan to find out who he is.”

“Put your finger there, please,” the clerk said,
indicating a red dot on the podium. Jack did as
he was told, and a needle pricked his finger.

“Ow!” he said, pulling back his hand.

“It’s just a little pinprick,” the clerk said in a
curt tone. “We need a drop of blood for the DNA
scan. See? It's searching the database now.”
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Jack looked up at the screen that displayed a
single drop of his blood. It read SEARCHING.

“I can’t believe this,” Jack said. “Am 1
seriously going to find out my real name right
now? [ mean, what if I still have family here? I
might have relatives, a home...” Jack held his
tongue, forcing himself to say no more, but he
couldn’t help thinking about what else might be
waiting for him in Empire City. There might
even be a mom and dad.
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- Jack held his tongue

hold one's tongue = if you hold your tongue, you do not say anything

even though you might want to or be expected to, because it is the wrong

time to say it.

(Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)
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A ding sounded and a light on the screen
flashed green.

“We have a match,” the clerk said, a little
surprised.

Jack’s heart leaped. “You do?” he exclaimed.
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“Really?”

“Looks like you have been here before.” The
clerk nodded. “We’ll just pull up your birth
certificate, and...wait a minute.” Before the
clerk could finish, the screen froze and started
flashing red. The screen zoomed in on Jack’s
blood drop to reveal millions of tiny microchips
floating inside of it. Jazen and Blue leaned in
toward the screen with confused looks on their
faces. “Nanites in the blood?” the clerk
exclaimed as he watched the screen in disbelief.

- ' 1ol A ' v A v
“Qmuaqumazmaagwumﬂau” LAV UINNENTUD

v

“L'iuﬁmudﬁwauahLﬁﬂwammaaﬂmuas .. LPEn

u
T

1 \J v Y o Vv < 3
Aaw” Aawamihizweaudsslen mihasingariauy
UazlSNEDILENTULANIU NIABVIEMNHEALE DAVDY
< N~ a g < Id v 1]
wdakeliiulalasiudian 9 (Uusu g assadnialu
g [~ v b v Vv vV = v =
uu NBuuazugiua lylnamihasmiedniguag «f
v

wluiludaansail” lhmihisasgmuanziasgaamn

agnlyaennazia

“What the?” Jazen said. “No, that can’t be
right.”

“What can’t be right?” Jack asked. “What’s
going on? Where’s my file?”

“Legend’s ghost!” the clerk gasped, clapping
a hand over his mouth. He looked at Jack and
his white glow intensified greatly. Jack got a
real bad feeling in the pit of his stomach as the
fear rose up in the clerk’s face.
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“Hang on a second,” Jazen began. “Don’t-zzzt-
don’t-zzzt-don'’t...”

Jazen stopped in place like a frozen
computer as the clerk slammed his hand down
on an alarm and screamed, “RUSTOV!!!”
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“panganaml!!”

Heads spun around from every direction as
the alarm sounded. People shrieked in terror.
Shock and confusion took over the crowd as the
sirens wailed in the background.
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The orderly crowd in the Hall of Records
devolved into a frenzied mob running for the
exits. The room turned to chaos, and hundreds
of people ran, flew, and teleported out every
available door. SmartCams zoomed in and
started buzzing around Jack with flashing lights
as an alarm blared over and over:

“INFECTION! ALARM! QUARANTINE!
INFECTION! ALARM! QUARANTINE!”
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“I don’t get it,” Jazen said, regaining his
movement. “I had a glitch. I never glitch!” He
looked at Jack.

“How can he be infected?” Blue asked. “Look
at him, he’s fine!”

“What do you mean, infected?” Jack asked.
“What'’s happening? What about my file?”
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Jazen looked around and pulled Jack in close
to protect him. “I think we might have to wait
on that,” he said just before something blew a
hole in the wall behind them. It wasn’t an
explosion. It was a man. When the smoke
cleared, they were surrounded by a group of
tough-looking superheroes and a legion of
soldiers with laser rifles.

“I hate to say I told you so,” Blue said to
Jazen. “But I told you so.”
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Jack, Jazen, and Blue were taken to a secure
room somewhere above the Hall of Records. It
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wasn’t the worst room to be stuck in, since it
had a majestic view of the waterfalls that
surrounded the island. Still, the team of supers
that escorted Jack in there had no intention of
letting him leave. They were called the
Peacemakers.
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- Peacemaker = a person who tries to persuade people or countries to stop
arguing or fighting and to make peace. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary of Current English , Sixth Edition)
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- Peacemaker ¥AUUNI1YIN Qmmwaummwmag%amaa (Oxford
River Books English-Thai Dictionary)
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The Peacemakers all wore the same black
supersuits, complete with the SmartCorp logo
and different colors specific to each team
member. While waiting, Jazen and Blue
explained to Jack that the Peacemakers were a
private security force, not real police. They
were founded as a result of some ill-advised
laws passed shortly after the Riistov invasion
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- didn’t sit well with Jack §i0guldd 1191 not sit well

with somebody (idiom) éﬁltﬂaﬁ if a situation or an idea does not sit
well with someone, they do not like it or accept it

( http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/sit+well+with)
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to ensure the security of the Imagine Nation.
There were several Peacemaker teams like this
one, each with just enough authority to be truly
dangerous. They were empowered to act as
judge, jury, and executioner when it came to
the Riistov. For obvious reasons, that didn’t sit
well with Jack.
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“What are we doing here?” Jack wanted to
know. “What’s going to happen to me?”

“Don’t worry about it, Jack,” Blue said. “We
just have to hang here until Jazen sorts this out.
This is all a big mistake. It’s gotta be”

“The only mistake was you thinking you
could sneak a Riistov into the Imagine Nation,”
said Surge, the peacemaker team leader who
was a human power cell. Instead of blood, he
had pure energy coursing through his veins. He
was so filled with power, it leaked out his eyes
and mouth if he didn’t release it. The red lines
on his suit glowed brightly as his charge built
up to full capacity. Harrier, the woman next to
him, was a walking arsenal: a bionic commando
with golden body armor, a winged jet pack, and
more guns than any one person could possibly
need. Finally, there was Speedrazor, a thin but
superfast Peacemaker with pale white skin
and straight black hair that went down to his
shoulders. His skintight black suit cut off at the
forearms, revealing shiny silver hands with
fingers sharp as knives. Jack decided he didn’t
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Surge = to move quickly and forcefully in a particular direction

(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English , Sixth

Edition)
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like these Peacemakers one bit.
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(Oxford River Books English-Thai Dictionary)
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Harrier = a bird of prey (= a bird that kills other creatures for food) of the
hawk family.
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English , Sixth
Edition)
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(Oxford River Books English-Thai Dictionary)
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ANBULN “...a walking arsenal: a bionic commando with golden body
armor, a winged jet pack, and more guns than any one person could
. ~ £
possibly need.” (UNN 4 1111 99)
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“What are we waiting for?” Speedrazor railed
from across the room. “The child is infected.
Once the Riistov takes root, the host is already
dead.” Jack blinked and the man crossed the
room and placed his knifelike fingers to Jack’s
throat. “We have to put him out of his misery.
For his sake as well as ours! This is exactly
what the Peacemaker teams were created for!”
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“He’s not infected!” Jazen said, grabbing
Speedrazor’s shoulder. “You touch one hair
on that boy’s head and Blue is going to make
sure you get a real close look at those
waterfalls out there.”

Blue glared at Speedrazor. “You think you're
fast enough?” Blue asked. Speedrazor scowled
and droped his hand away from Jack’s neck.
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“Too bad,” Harrier observed. She fine-tuned
the laser sights on an oversized gun. “It would
be a mercy.”

“Says you,” Blue replied. “Don’t pay ‘em no
mind, Jack. These Peacemakers are just
glorified rent-a-cops, if you ask me. Corporate
mercenaries.”

Speedrazor smirked mockingly. “Sticks and
stones may break my bones...”

“That sounds like a good idea to me,” Blue
cut in. “You threaten Jack again and I just
might.”
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- Says you! (idiom) tJan
That's just what you say!; You don't know what you are talking about!
(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/Says+you!)

Y o 1 y I
Adedanlan “«unfyaeenariulaa”

- Corporate mercenaries M Mercenary 1AUMUEI one that
serves merely for wages; especially : a soldier hired into foreign service
(http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/mercenary)
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“You're not going to do anything,” Surge said.

“This is a Riistov matter. We outrank you
here.”

“You don’t outrank me,” Jazen cut in. “Jack is
a charge in my custody. He can’t be touched
and you know it. As an emissary of the Imagine
Nation, I can only be overruled by the Inner
Circle on this.”

“We’ve called the Inner Circle,” Surge said,
his eyes gleaming with power.

“So, we'll wait until the Circleman gets
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here,” Jazen said. “Until then? Stay on your side
of the room. We’ll stay on ours.”
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Jack rubbed his neck where Speedrazor’s
bladelike fingers had scraped his skin. He was
lucky to have Jazen and Blue there to defend
him. Jack was used to standing up for himself,
but these bullies were a lot tougher than Rex
Staples and his coffee breath.

“Jazen, what'’s the Inner Circle?” Jack asked
under his breath.

“A group of very powerful beings,” Jazen
answered. “They’re elected from each borough
of Empire City to govern and defend the
Imagine Nation. [ think one of them might have
wanted me to bring you here. With any luck,
he’ll get here before their boss does.”

“Jazen, what if they’re right?” Jack asked.
“What if the Riistov from this morning infected
me somehow? Can that happen?”
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The door swung open and a SmartCam flew
into the room. Jazen frowned.

“PRESENTING CIRCLEMAN JONAS SMART!”
the SmartCam announced, introducing a tall,
gaunt man with a grim face, sunken cheeks, and
dark circles under his eyes. He had unusually
long fingers and black hair that was graying at
the temples. His black one-piece suit made him
look like a walking shadow, and his mood was
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Before Smart or Hovarth could argue
further, Chi and Prime reasserted their votes,
each of them seconding Stendeval’s
amendment. Jack should not only live but
have his chance at admission to the School of
Thought. Suddenly, a 3-2 majority was voting
in Jack’s favor! The vote moved on to Virtua.
As she was no longer the swing vote, Smart’s
threat now rang hollow.
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second (verb) = If you second what someone has said, you say that you
agree with them or say the same thing yourself. (Collins Cobuild

Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)
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amendment (noun) =

1. the act of amending; correction

2. an addition, alteration, or improvement to a motion, document, etc.

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/amendment)
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amendments =

There are times when members of the group will want to change the
motion while it is in the discussion phase. This is called an amendment.
It is recommended that only one amendment be permitted per motion.
An amendment generally strikes out, adds, or substitutes words in the
main motion. A motion has been moved and seconded and is being
discussed.

(http://ohioline.osu.edu/4h-fact/001 1. html)
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(http://www.babylon.com/definition/amendment/Thai)
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Swing vote is a term used to describe a vote that may go to any of a
number of candidates in an election, or, in a two-party system, may go

to either of the two dominant political parties. Such votes are usually

sought after in elections, since they can play a big role in determining
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the outcome. (http.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swing vote)

swing voter (noun) = a voter who has no allegiance to any political
party and whose unpredictable decisions can swing the outcome of an
election one way or the other
(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Swing-+vote)
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(http://www.dailyworldtoday.com/columblank.php?colum_id=58926)
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ring/sound hollow (idiom) = if something someone says rings hollow,

it does not sound true or sincere

(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/ring+hollow)

“It seems the matter is all but decided,
Jonas,” Virtua said. “Your advice
notwithstanding, no one can fault me for
standing alongside Stendeval the Wise. |
shall vote with the majority. Emissary Knight
will not be disassembled, and Jack shall be
allowed to live, on the condition that he be
trained in the use of his powers. To that end,
he will be considered by this Circle to be an

“gunilaudntfiauasinanisasndiudiusas lava”

< vV J ¥ o o o < 1 = o a o
IBININGN “Lm%umuuamwammﬂmu 1mw1ﬂsm1wuau

[ [ a

laaduagiatauiaia H3ud9 duazaandaandedng

v
} b= o

U r'd Vv < VA
wnnaz v uansuasazligniamasuazuinazlaidio

aalulaaiFoulanasdaainsumsinausums LT WA LAY

¥
1% ]

Yo a YV dw Y <
MIULRAU L‘ll’]ﬁ)ﬁl(ﬂ'i‘u MINPTDNNAUSH wnwaaluillidu

U2 v

NENATIENSUSEULIANINAN BENN L“ﬂu‘ﬂ’N e’

U

- all but decided §378111/a Taggn1nAIUMINBYDIFIUILIIN
WIUIYNSH AP all but something (idiom) = almost
(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/all+but)
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official candidate for the School of Thought!”

Ed
mmmnammﬁmaumﬂmummu ﬁﬁﬁ
fault someone (for something) =
to blame or criticize someone for something.

(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/fault)
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Ed
A4l to that end (prepositional phrase) = For that reason, with that
goal, intending to produce that result.

(http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/to_that_end)

“Bah!” Hovarth tossed his ax out on the
table.

“Yes!” Jack shouted, jumping up and down
and hugging Jazen.

Jazen put his arm around Jack and messed
up his hair. “I told you everything was going
to be fine, didn’t I?”

“Yeah, no worries,” Jack said.

Smart looked down on the happy little
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- Bah! {3soulad 18 der mszdudesiiuaasersuaiiav Tauag
1AM IAT03187155 1ABRIINANUHNIBUBIRINANIUIYATY daft
Bah = ‘Bah’ is used in writing to represent a noise that people make in
order to express contempt, disappointment, or annoyance. [OLD-
FASHIONED]

(Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth

Edition)
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scene with disgust. “This is outrageous!” he
asserted. “Worse, it is irrational. Virtua, I
order you to change your—"

raaslvinaulasu—"

Stendeval started laughing softly to himself.
Smart stopped talking and flashed a How dare
you?look. “I'm sorry, Jonas,” Stendeval told
him. “I was just thinking of something an old
English king once told me. ‘It is only a great
fool that tries to sit at the head of a round
table.”” The other Circlemen chuckled a small
bit as well.
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- ‘It is only a great fool that tries to sit at the head of a round
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“Who do you think you are?” Smart asked
Stendeval. It was clear he couldn’t stand the
man. Despite his earlier proclamation, it
seemed Smart regarded Stendeval as “greatly
missed” only when he was missing. “We have
rules and protocols for dealing with the
Riistov! While you’ve been off on vacation, my
policies have kept this city safe! I've
personally forced this Circle to keep the
Riistov at bay! Now we are supposed to just
follow you, without a word to where you have
been all these years? You can’t just waltz back
into this sphere after twelve years and change
the way we do things.”
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- keep the Riistov at bay!

grseulad Wilesmlailiwanganerhinan Taoguinanumnune
VOITIUIUINNIUIYNTY daft

keep something/somebody at bay (idiom) = if you keep something at
bay, or hold them at bay, you prevent them from reaching, attacking, or
affecting you.

(Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth

Edition)
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waltz (verb) = If you say someone waltzes somewhere, you mean that
they do something in a relaxed and confident way [informal] (Collins

Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)

“In my humble opinion, change should be
the only constant in the Imagine Nation,”
Stendeval replied. “As for where I've been, I
do not mean to be cryptic - that is just my
nature. I do apologize. Trust that the
information you seek will be revealed in
time.”

“I will not allow this child to enter the
School of Thought.”

“Time will tell, Jonas. Time will tell.”
Stendeval looked to the rest of the Circle. “I
move that we adjourn,” he announced.
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in my humble opinion (cliché) =

A phrase introducing the speaker's opinion.
(http://idioms.thefireedictionary.com/in+my~+humble+opinion)

=1 <

- Time will tell §37611/a31 Sanmiezs Taeguinanuvievea
FIUIUNANIUIYATY daft

Time will tell (idiom) = if you say that time will tell whether
something is true or correct, you mean that it will not be known until

sometime in the future whether it is true or correct. (Collins Cobuild

Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)

- I move that we adjourn §336111/a71 wawelamsiszyu Taogain
mmmnsmmﬁmaumﬂmmgﬂimmzﬁﬂmﬁ ﬁ\iﬁy

- Adjourn = if a meeting or trial is adjourned or if it adjourns, it is
stopped for a short time. (Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English
Dictionary, Fifth Edition)

- Adjournment

104




unuila

Measueunuila

Adjournment is used to end the meeting.

1. To adjourn the meeting, a member is recognized by the president and
says, "I move that we adjourn."

2. Once again a second is required.

3. There is no discussion permitted. The group proceeds to vote
whether to end the meeting or not. A majority is needed.

(http://ohioline.osu.edu/4h-fact/001 1. html)

“I second that,” Virtua said, giving off a
warm, happy glow.

“And 1,” Chi added. “You must open the
festival. The people outside will be most glad
to hear of your return.”

Stendeval looked down into the pit where
Jack was standing. “Jack Blank, Emissary
Knight...you are excused with the thanks of
this Circle. Be well.”
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be alive and well (idiom) = to continue to be popular or successful

(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/be+alive+and+well)

Stendeval raised a single finger and the
floor beneath Jack’s feet once again turned
into thick metallic syrup. Jack and Jazen
passed through to the platform outside.

Jack squinted as he cleared the orb, jolted
by the bright light outside the sphere. When
his vision adjusted, he looked out on Hero
Square with new eyes. This was officially his
home now. He was going to stay with Jazen in
his iibercool apartment. He was going to
Hero School! Jack’s heart was still beating
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- iibercool apartment f398111/a71 Hoseviimmurigmdalasgin
ANUHBUDIAVINNIUIYNTY daft

- (uber-) = Uber combines with nouns and adjectives to form nouns and
adjectives that refer to a great or extreme example of something.
[JOURNALISM] (Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English
Dictionary, Fifth Edition)

- ubercool = The ultimate, above all, the best, top, something that

nothing is better than.
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superfast, but it was a good kind of superfast.
The best kind.

(http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php ?term=ubercool)
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Blue was waiting for them at the base of the
pedestal, anxious to find out how things went.
“Well?” he asked.

“It went good,” Jack told him. “Real good.”

Jazen stepped up behind Jack. “Remember
that letter I told you about?” he asked.

“No way,” Blue said.

There was an orange-white flash, and the
crowd oohed and ahhed as the Inner Circle
materialized on the square. Seconds later,
there was another flash and Stendeval
appeared, floating in a ring of red energy.

“No way!” Blue said again.
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materialize = if a person or thing materializes, they suddenly appear,

after they have been invisible or in another place. (Collins Cobuild

Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)
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The crowd went absolutely bananas
when they saw him. They cheered loud
enough to shake the walls of Varagog. It was
the loudest sound Jack ever heard, a noise you
might expect to hear if the local Empire City
sports teams won the World Series, Super
Bowl, and World Cup all at the same time.
Stendeval was back and the SmartCams
buzzed over to him, automatically shifting to
record and broadcast the most newsworthy
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- The crowd went absolutely bananas
va o ' y O
Arveuad devunguadallnualaogoinanumuienn
£
WIUIYNTY A3l
go bananas = if someone is behaving in a silly or crazy way, or if they
become extremely angry, you can say that they are going bananas.

[INFORMAL]

(Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth
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story. STENDEVAL RETURNS! Instantly
appeared on all of Smart’s NewsNets, and
soon the entire city was cheering. People who
were watching in their homes, people at work,
and people everywhere else.
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Stendeval tried to quiet the crowd. “Please!
Please, I thank you, but that is not necessary,”
he said with a booming voice that carried over
the crowd. He had no microphone or
megaphone, but his voice was still so
amplified that he could have been heard all
the way up on the 437t floor of the Ivory
Tower. “It feels good to be home!” Stendeval
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(http://wordsmith.org/words/ivory tower.html)
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continued. “I can’t tell you how much I've
missed this place, and all of you. I promise you
[ won'’t be disappearing like that again.”
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VYBIAN “...an immaculate white building in the center of Hightown.”
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The crowd roared. They loved him. Jack
asked Jazen about the strong reaction, and
Jazen reminded him of Stendeval’s age. He
had been a guardian of Empire City for as long
as anyone in the crowd could remember. They
had grown up with him. Their parents had
told stories about him. Stendeval’s effect on
the people was visible on every face in the
crowd. He made them feel safe. He was a
comforting presence, like an old grandfather:
noble, wise, and caring.
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“So much has changed since I've been
away,” Stendeval said. He turned to look on
the monument of Legend, the Legendary
Flame ever burning in the statue’s hand.
“They tell me that today is Dedication Day.
That is good! It is good that we should honor
those heroes who fought in the Battle of
Empire City, and of course Legend, who gave
his life to save us from Revile the Undying.”
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As Stendeval spoke, Smart pulled out his
pocket holo-computer and rerouted the
SmartCams to focus on Jack, filming, bumping,
and generally annoying him. New headlines
began to scroll on the NewsNets: INNER
CIRCLE BUNGLES RULING ON RUSTOV
INFILTRATOR. DEDICATION DAY FESTIVAL
MARRED BY INSULT TO LEGEND’S MEMORY.
The screen went on to display how each of the
individual members of the Inner Circle had
voted.
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The next day, Jonas Smart sent a few
Peacemakers over to the Ivory Tower to
collect Jack for his next test. His men were
tall, imposing supers with humorless faces
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A crew cuts = A crew cut is a man’s hairstyle in which his hair is cut
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and military crew cuts. Jazen recognized
them both. The first one, Stormfront, wore a
black and gray supersuit and could control the
weather with his powers. The other one,
Battlecry, wore black and blue. Battlecry’s
supersonic voice was his weapon. One word
from him could punch through a brick wall,
and he was quick to let jack know it.

2 7
NNTDINTIFULUUNTIT MNFUWINNINEDILA AULINAD
CRINTRE! IEINgasaaNyEddMmuasdm wazaansold
wé’qﬁmwmuquamwmmﬂlﬁ NAUKiINAD tﬁmmgﬁ L2

v
augadmuasdintdy (desgluaslalinfeeniszea un
o = < 1] o a v < N ~4 yaq'
wamdnamnsamnziuhunedglauaziniliuangiies

=] <
UBDYNIINLI

very short. (Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary,
Fifth Edition)
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“Just so you know, Rusty,” Battlecry
warned Jack on their way out the door, “I
could pulverize your bones with a word.”

“You can what?” Jack asked.

“That’s right,” Stormfront added. “All we do
all day long is hunt down Riistov, so don’t
think we’re afraid of you.”

Jack wasn’t quite sure what to do with
either comment.
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Just so you know = just want to let you know
(http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php ?term=just%20s0%20you%
20know)
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“Give it a rest, you two,” Jazen told the
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Peacemakers. “What are you doing here
anyway, trying to play ‘bad cop/bad cop’?
SmartTower is just up the street. We don’t
need an escort.”
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Give it a rest = stop doing something

(http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/give+it+a-+rest)
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good cop, bad cop - used to refer to a police interrogation technique in
which one officer feigns a sympathetic or protective attitude while
another adopts an aggressive approach.

(http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/cop)
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“Circleman Smart says you do,” Stormfront
replied. “He wants every possible precaution
taken, what with the increased Riistov activity
we'’re seeing.”

“Increased activity?” Jazen asked. “What
are you talking about? This boy’s the closest
thing to a Riistov anyone’s seen around here
in years.”

“Wrong again,” Battlecry said. “A Left-
Behind was spotted in Galaxis just this
morning.”

“It was on all the NewsNets,” Stormfront
added. “The entire city is talking.”
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“A left-Behind?” Jack asked, looking up at
Jazen for an explanation.

“A Riistov Para-Soldier who got stuck
here after the invasion,” Jazen told Jack. “And
spotted by whom?” he asked the
Peacemakers. “Is this an actual, confirmed
sighting or just another rumor you guys are
passing off as fact?”

“We don’t have any reason to doubt the
NewsNets,” Battlecry replied.
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Soldier YDV UEU I “They’re cybernetic parasites...They infect other
living organisms and use them as hosts, taking over their bodies and
stealing their life energy. They can only survive on the backs of other life
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Jazen eyed the Peacemaker skeptically. “Of
course you don’t. SmartNews is never
wrong,” he said with obvious sarcasm. “Let’s
just get going - Jack’s going to be late.”
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pass off = To offer, sell, or put into circulation (an imitation) as genuine

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/pass+off)
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Jazen decided to accompany Jack and his
escorts over to Smart’s lab. He had no
intention of leaving Jack alone with the
Peacemakers. As the four of them made their
way through the megametropolis of
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Hightown, Jack could tell he was in a section
of town reserved for the wealthy, which made
sense since it was Smart’s neighborhood and
he had more credits than anyone. Well-to-do
people they passed along the way crossed the
street and hid their babies when they spotted
Jack. More than a few concerned citizens
recognized Jack from the NewsNets and asked
the Peacemakers why Jack wasn’t in
restraints.
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“Ought to be a law against it!” a snooty old
man snooted.

“They do have a law against it!” his crusty,
ancient wife added. “Don’t think you're fooling
anyone,” she told Jack. “We heard all about
those Left-Behinds in the city this
morning...whatever you all are up to, you
won’t get away with it!”

“Don’t worry, ma’am,” Stormfront assured
the woman. “That’s what we’re here for.”

“Bless your heart,” the crotchety old
woman replied.
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up to = Occupied with, especially devising or scheming

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/up~+to)
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Get away with = Achieve something, despite not doing it correctly or

properly (http://www.usingenglish.com/reference/phrasal-

verbs/get+away+with.html)
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Bless your heart = may good things happen to someone (Note: Used to
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show affection or sympathy for someone.)
(http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/american-english/bless-your-

heart)

On the short walk to SmartTower, Jack met
several more people who felt the need to
comment on the Left-Behind infiltrators and
Jack’s “obvious” connection to them. The
number of Left-Behinds in the city seemed to
go up with each new person they met. By the
time Jack got across the street, it was a whole
team of Left-Behinds led by Revile that was
spotted in Galaxis that morning.
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As Jack and the others continued onward,
pampered Hightowners also complained
about Jack living in their borough. Each time,
the Peacemakers pointed to Jazen, who would
flash his badge and tell them to get lost. Most
Hightowners scoffed at Jazen, too. The idea of
an android emissary didn’t suit them any
better than a freely roaming infected child.
“Probably another Mecha Collaborator,” one
man noted as he passed.
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The one person who was nice to Jack was a
kid his own age - a boy with red hair who
waved and said hello while they waited at the
corner for a light to change. The boy’s mother
scolded him for it and immediately pulled him
off in another direction. Stormfront looked up
at one of the SmartCams that was following
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sympathizer =

(1) someone who shares your feelings or opinions and hopes that you

will be successful
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Jack. “Let’s put that redheaded kid on the
watch list,” he said to it.

“Possible Riistov sympathizer,” Battlecry
added. The SmartCam acknowledged the
order with a beep and then flew off after the
child and his mother.
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(2) someone who is excessively sympathetic toward those who claim to
be exploited or underprivileged
(3) a communist sympathizer (but not a member of the Communist Party)
(4) a person who backs a politician or a team etc.
(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/sympathizer)

f11 sympathizer uila 18 fifiueniiiuly uaz dinld #5suiden

udan AHn 1l awanummen (3) Fuwsgdennurie laasan

o A

a v o & o Y2 o Ao a oy
UﬁU‘V]Glu(5]11!ﬂ°1J°U11’]ﬂ‘1/‘|qﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬁlﬁuaﬂﬁmguﬁﬂﬂlﬂQ‘V‘Illﬁﬁ’N

o Y o

a & o A A ' v o o 1 Yy '
duanmgainuesnuimnervesiuganeluuday Auiua1d gilnld

=2 a o 1 9 d <
‘Nﬂllﬂ’ﬂllﬁ1118111!1‘])’\1?1‘1J111ﬂﬂ’31ﬂ1’31 @muaﬂmu%

“Why do you live in Hightown instead of
Machina?” Jack asked Jazen as they walked
along. “The Ivory Tower is great and all, but
these people are the worst.”

“Tell me about it,” Jazen said. “Machina
isn’t really built for bi-orgs, though. That’s
Mecha-speak for biological organisms like
yourself. [ have to be a good host to anyone I
bring here, and even the nicest building in
Machina wouldn’t be too comfortable for you.
No bathrooms, no kitchens...rechargeable
docking stations instead of beds. You get the
picture. Besides, if I live here, I get to vote
against Smart every time he runs for
Circleman. Of course, SmartCorp is the
biggest employer in the borough, so he still
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- Tell me about it §336111/a71 WA
£

WIUIYNTY 9l
Tell me about it = A way of saying you agree with someone.
(http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php ?term=tell%20me%20about
9%20i1)

4 A Ay myd 9 Y o oa J9 v g A A
- bi-orgs 1ue i lduududredrnuilng uaadldruiniuion
- T a o Ay A A 79
wuandumna W ludualszme siiidlugenuuouasoss 145 on

Jd o [l A < =2 . a = @
WYHY AUTUABUNIUFUYADY bi-orgs YLOTUNYIT
=~ Y 3 . . . .

[wALNsTUU 171IAT “Machina isn’t really built for bi-orgs, though.

That’s Mecha-speak for biological organisms like yourself.” (‘U‘Wﬁ 9
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wins every election in a landslide.”
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- rechargeable docking stations 11ueda1lszAvgnilded ludeny
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docking station = A cradle for a portable device that serves to charge the
unit and connect it to other sources or destinations. For example, an iPod
docking station charges the iPod and connects it to a computer, speakers
or TV set.
(http://encyclopedial.thefreedictionary.com/docking+station)
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run for = to stand for election for (http://www.thefreedictionary.com/run)

When the group arrived at Smart’s
corporate headquarters, Jack was not at all
surprised to learn the building was the tallest
in Empire City. Smart owned property in
every borough, but SmartTower was the
crown jewel of his collection. The building
did not occupy the central position in the
Empire City skyline, but it was the most
prominent by far.
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WIUIYNTY 9l
crown jewel = The most prized asset or possession in a group.

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/crown+jewel)
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The tower was a vertigo-inducing six-
hundred-floor structure capped with a spire
that was every bit as sharp as the peak of
Mount Nevertop. A curved incline sloped
down from the pinnacle of the spire, jutting
out over the side, then cutting back in to run
straight down. The face of the building was
half-bare, and half lined with cylindrical
windows that began at the bottom floor and
ran all the way up to a massive round window
at the top. Smart’s office was on the very top
floor, behind that massive round window.
Much like the man himself, Smart’s office was
positioned high above the rest of the city, with
a view that overlooked everything.
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Jack ran an exhausting gauntlet of
security checks on his way up to the office.
The Peacemakers took Jack’s fingerprints,
scanned his retinas, and recorded his
voiceprint. The entire building was riddled
with cameras, microphones, and special
sensor walls. Once the tower system had
Jack’s bio-data, the Peacemakers told him, it
would be impossible for him to hide inside the
building or disguise himself in any way while
there. The sound of his voice would be picked
up by hidden audio sensors that would
recognize his specific vocal patterns. Anything
Jack touched would register his fingerprints.
SmartCams and other security cameras were
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run the gauntlet = if you run the gauntlet, you go through an unpleasant
experience in which a lot of people criticize or attack you. (Collins

Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)

- bio-data 119£11910A171 biodata FInN8DTLIAAIUAUREITL
MIBeu MM
biodata = (Business / Industrial Relations & HR Terms) information

regarding an individual's education and work history, esp in the context
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constantly “ret-scanning” the building and
would easily identify Jack’s unique eyeballs.

of a selection process [from BIO(GRAPHICAL) + DATA]
(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/biodata)
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Having taken the necessary precautions, it
was finally time to bring Jack before Jonas
Smart. The Peacemakers took Jack up to the
top floor in an elevator that made the one in
the Ivory Tower feel slow. Smart’s lesson was
being taught in his laboratory. Battlecry
checked in at a ret-scanner to open the lab
door, and Stormfront halted Jazen at the
entrance.
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“School of Thought only,” Stormfront told
Jazen smugly, holding up his hand.

Jazen didn’t argue. He simply pointed out
that if he couldn’t go with Jack into Smart’s
lab, then the Peacemakers couldn’t follow him
in there either. Stormfront immediately lost
his haughty grin, realizing that separating Jack
from the Peacemakers was probably all Jazen
hoped to accomplish in the first place. Jack
thanked Jazen for coming this far with him
and entered the lab. The Peacemakers stayed
outside and Jazen waited with them.
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Smart’s lab was built like an airplane
hangar. [t was an immense room, a vast, wide-
open space. The smooth contours of the
arched ceiling were bright white and backlit
by intense lights, the kind you needed
sunglasses to guard against. After Jack’s eyes
adjusted, he saw an incredibly clean and
orderly laboratory with minirobots hard at
work in every corner. The lab was a precision
machine, illuminated with brilliant light and
cast in an unblemished, perfect white hue.
Jonas Smart had an experiment in progress
for anything and everything you could think
of. There were sparks flying and the smell of
welding metal in the air. Mechanical
assembly lines whirred and chemicals
bubbled. Engines ran and turbines turned.
The breadth and variety of machines in the
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backlit = To light from behind

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/backlight)

- Mechanical assembly lines §390111/a71 mevulszneusudiu
Iﬂﬂ@’ﬂ1ﬂﬂ’31111’111181’1]1ﬂWﬁ]u11§ﬂ311 ﬁ\iﬁy

assembly lines = An assembly line is an arrangement of workers and
machines in a factory, where each worker deals with only one part of a
product. The product passes from one worker to another until it is
finished.

(Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)
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room overwhelmed Jack, reminding him just
how much he needed to learn if he was going
to master his superpowers. Words scrolled
through the air like the holo-signs Jack had
seen back in the Hall of Records. Their
message was less than inspiring:

THIS WAY, JACK BLANK...YOU ARE
LATE..PENALTY POINTS WILL BE
ASSESSED.
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penalty point (General Sporting Terms) = a point awarded against a

sports team or competitor for an infringement of the rules

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/penalty+points)

Jack soldiered on and found Smart in the
back of the lab, standing in front of what
looked like a tangital chalkboard he could
write on with a laser pen. There were three
desks before him. Skerren and Allegra were
already seated.
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- soldier on §390111)a 71 wenenudAell Tasgainaumuieain
WIUIYNTY daft

soldier on = if you soldier on at something, you continue to do it
although it is difficult or unpleasant. (Collins Cobuild Advanced

Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)
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“You are four minutes and twenty-seven
seconds late,” Smart said, pointing to a timer
that was counting away on the holo-board.
“In case you are wondering, this is not the
way to earn my vote.”

“I've been here for twenty minutes,” Jack
said. “The Peacemakers had me going through
your security checks forever.”

“I’'m not interested in excuses,” Smart
replied. “Lateness is lateness, regardless of
reason.”

“It wasn’t my fault, though. The
SmartCams—"
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“I'm not complaining, Jack, it was an
enjoyable four minutes and twenty-seven
seconds,” Smart said. “Truth be told, you're
only here because I am bound to abide by the
ruling of my fellow Circlemen. Even so, a
student must show respect for his teacher,
and as such your conduct is unacceptable.
Completely unacceptable.” Jack put up his
hands as if to say “I surrender” and sat down.
He was off to a great start. Smart scowled at
Jack as he took his seat, then resumed
teaching.
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Truth be told = it basically means real talk, to be honest, or for real.

(http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php ?term=truth%20be%20told)
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Smart was supposed to be teaching,
anyway, but he was apparently incapable of
doing anything beyond bragging about his
own intelligence. Five minutes into the
lecture, it was plain to see that Smart’s “class”
would be little more than a pompous diatribe
describing his many great accomplishments:
SmartPaper, SmartWater-Clean Window,
SmartTrash-Disintegrators, and more.
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“The greatest of all my inventions was the
TimeScope,” Smart said, proudly pointing to
an image that flashed on the holo-board. It
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looked like a giant telescope, except the end
with the lens disappeared into some kind of
hole torn in the sky. Smart explained that the
TimeScope used a supersharp ion-blade
attachment to cut a hole in the very fabric of
reality and look deep into the time-space
continuum. From there, an image-relayer
inside the TimeScope beamed pictures back to
the TimeScreen, where Smart could tune in
static-filled snippets of the future like a TV
with fuzzy reception. “The further into the
future I look, the more static-filled the image
becomes. I've tried to fix that, but so far, to no
avail.” Smart paused, smiling wistfully. “I
know what you must be thinking. I create an
amazing wonder like this, and still 'm not
satisfied. Well, that is what it means to be
Jonas Smart. In fact, I believe this device can
do more than simply see into the future. My
theory is that if someone were to dive through
that hole in the fabric of reality, they could
physically travel through time.” Smart looked
at his students. “Any volunteers?”

Skerren raised his hand. “I volunteer Jack,”
he said.

“You can’t volunteer someone else,” Allegra
said. “That’s not how it works.”
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- a supersharp ion-blade attachment

ion = ions are electrically charged atoms. [TECHNICAL]

(Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary, Fifth Edition)
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static = Random noise, such as crackling in a receiver or specks on a
television screen, produced by atmospheric disturbance of the signal.

(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/static)
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