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Abstract

This special research aims to explore possibilities for Thai-to-English translation of
reduplicatives found in ten selected chapters of Thipwanee Sanitwong Na Ayutthaya’s When
Grandpa and Grandma Were Young Vol. 1. These chapters have been selected as a case study. The
topic of translating Thai reduplicatives into English has been an underexplored area compared to
the other aspects of Thai language despite the fact that reduplicated words, which are marked by
mai yamok symbol, have been widely used in Thai language throughout the kingdom’s history.
Moreover, the two languages also share reduplication as a way to derive new words from existing

ones, like many other languages.

The objectives are to study translation process, analyse translation problems and suggest
possible solutions, which ultimately will be instrumental in producing the target text that best
transfer the impact and aesthetic of the source text to new readers. In order to achieve this, many
concepts and theories have been studied and used. They are concepts of Thai and English
reduplicatives, types of meaning effects in Thai and English reduplicatives, approaches to translate

reduplicatives, Skopos Theory, Interpretive Theory of Translation and Discourse Analysis Theory.

Having studied the aforementioned theories and concepts and completed translating the case
study based on Interpretive Theory, the researcher has found translation approaches for
reduplicatives that were suggested by various scholars to be instrumental in analysing the samples
in regards to their structures and meaning effects and, consequently, successful translation of Thai

reduplicatives into English.
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2 = 1 = 9y Y 9y Y o X 1 . . <
18eULTE9 15U Boohoo (1F895041%) 1 uanunueldwiinau au itsy-bitsy (LaNN1N)
ANMUNINOFIAY 1¥U Hanky-panky (Wg@anssunednwnai limuizauua laieuse) s
110 19U Toodle-oo (F1UBAAT) ATNITIUT 1Y Razzle-dazzle (FINTABENATEMIAUND AT
9 [
mmﬂﬁzwﬂw%%’a’m) HaznIsuaad 1InIg (rhetoric) +%¥U fuzzy, wuzzy (ﬁum‘ﬁx\!uaz

a9 !

Wen) Wales”lﬁ’izuaﬂmmmnﬁmmmmwa@'amw3JmnEmWﬂﬂ’jmﬁqadwquﬁau@iﬁuw
L. A o 3 oA = P Y
Ablaut Reduplication ﬂfJﬂW“]ﬂ!f]JﬁfJuLﬁfNﬁi& LLﬁﬂ\‘lﬂ'JTJJTWJ']EJUlﬂﬂQﬁﬂLL‘U‘U Ulﬂl,!,f‘l LAY
A ' . A a4 Y ' 3 o A = ' .
maau'lm LYY z1gzag (mimaau'lwamﬂaﬂumsﬁuamﬂnmmm) ANUNYULTY LB pitter-
patter ({F8UR VT ) ANUHNYITIAD 19U wishy-washy (81H13TAIAYA) ANUHINGFIUIN
v a A v - | ! . < ' .
I U tip-top (ALLYN) Luummwmﬂiwwuﬂmu I¥U teeny-tiny (LaNNIN) LAY flﬁsﬂ‘lhﬂ 1%¥U hi ho
o [ 1 I~ a
(ﬂTVIﬂVI”IfJf’JfJNHJ‘LﬂJ@]S)
o ao' . . . . A Bol = U & o g A Y o
mmﬂsmmﬂ Multiple Partial Reduplication 58 N1TFUNSITIUNRUIVDIAASFINY U
9 1
WHINouaad1IM1T 15U I's a hap-hap-happy day ({WaQ It’s a hap-hap-happy day 1A Eddie
Duchin)

o 3 L. . . 3 ax ¥ A ' o A % '
M1dsznn Depreciative Reduplication Lﬂu’a‘ﬁmﬁ“BHW@aﬂﬂmﬂﬁlﬂﬂﬂiﬂwulazLLI?JQﬂ”I'i“hJ
Y] [N~} 1 ~ = 1 1 o A v = y
ﬂamuw%llumuﬂmm W%@T]Gﬂﬂ@ﬂf]ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ schm-reduplication W1Wﬁ1ﬂ861ﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬁ1m%ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ

vy 9
152107 191 fancy schmancy (M3#5uAW 1)) report schmeport (3189 1MF U liddnes 1s)
Y a ] | o
ﬂ']“]ﬂﬂi%l,ﬂ‘ﬂ Intensive Reduplication ‘1/]'lsl,ﬁjl,ﬂﬂNﬂﬁﬂﬂ??uﬂu?ﬂﬁ@ﬁ@ﬂ’lﬁﬁﬂ ‘1/1']113{?]’3']%1’7%18
Y v
WINUY 1% Such a long, long time back (Lﬁ’unmﬁumnm) All at once it began to rain... and
@ I o % ]
rain... and rain. (FUANY1INLIN) On this wet, wet, wet day (Wanu1n) Wieitlunsdedn 1u Put
them out! Put them out! (A1 1WiAg71)
H a v a ’.f ]
ﬂ'l“]f1ﬂi$lﬂ1/] Contrastive Reduplication ‘1/]'lcl,ﬁjl,ﬂﬂwﬁﬁ’ﬁ)ﬂ'J'llﬂ"iNTﬂﬁﬂQLLUﬂﬁﬂiu!%ﬂlﬂuﬂW LB
T Aa 2 I g’; A ]
Well, it won’t happen AGAIN-again (32 Litnadwiluassnan) nseszyanIZ1299 15U

How do you know it’s turkey bacon and not BACON-bacon? (Ulilmlaﬁmﬂlﬂuﬁﬁmiﬂq n3)
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. ! o ¥ (% 1 g Y A Y= dy
Mattiello (2013: 141-159) namnma lupwisanguaulugudilsmeuaannuian anud
' o Yq VY @ = o 3 o 1 ° vy
A LaziaaInNaaraad tazd 1a 1Y dunaneInuraveInsHImaeaNuHLIsvea1e 133w
INAIDE 1T
Y a 1 1
) Mguuundesveszyiliinanalunsuiuanumune 15y easy peasy (918310) 112 super-
duper (80A1GY1)
o ¥ = a A = A ' . . .
2) Mgwuuaswdesasededanisnaoulua ldu wu flip-flop, ping-pong, wigwag 117
nau lUndunIveaToq 15U tick-tock 1ALPINITAUA 13U shilly-shally
¥ 1 1 = a % U
3) M WUUAAAIQUAAL 1T Art-shmart, T call it garbage! (Rafanlsozez lsnu vozdn <)
o ¥ o I ] o 1
4 g lmiumanisiesas Wy okey-dokey 91nf191 okay

¥ 1
5)  MILAAID1TNBITY 1 Humpty-Dumpty

Y
o

o <3 1
6) AIFINTHUAN 1FU wee-wee (VA1)
=] . 1 = 3ol o A Y = g’/ I a [l 1

Barbaresi (8199411 Mattiello, 2013: 146) na1nddm A nieiundaiudluveanselilsves

Yaou 15 fur fur (Vuda$939) A21039ulun13n5295 19U Are you LEAVING leaving now? (a1 naw
Y

HA2934 ) W392) HAaZMIHIUANNINY 19U here here (A153H1T)2)

Marchand (8199411 Mattiello, 2013: 151) AA1IIATAZAUNVY ablaut NI AeTeaase
Y 4 - A , 4 » . v .
WuienangeendenNunaeu 117 (zigzag) msnaeu lviaee3alunm (ping-pong) ANNAA (dilly-

dally, shilly-shally) AW UH1U UG (mish-mash, skimble-skamble) Tagna Tugasdannundovunas
HATANNS ANA A (riff-raff Aunliroidee1d, tcky tacky guaz lulisaiion)

Y g’/

1 1 [ %7/ o 4 o 1 1 1
ﬂﬁ?’liﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂ’ﬂ LLN’N‘VNﬂTH111‘1/]81,!,?13511‘]5!16\1ﬂf|‘191ﬂ$1%ﬂ1i%1ﬂﬂﬁflﬁ%}10ﬂ11ﬂu UANDN B
9

ida X 2 ' o a Y ' ' ' o ¥
anunanovesm Indimnayuiu i 1didlul luhuesdeardudaiudiulva) 39 liawrsomladia

Y o g @ 9
M Inearemaniesingy1a

= Vv 1 o I gy 1S a

i Ineazu s gnmsLaaInNuKUIgYBIAIE larainialelszan uaninig
A o v ' o o & vy ) a o A 2y ' A
wonTeanuInssadwedeaed naztailunguiouldmuatiavesmngnaduaznanonnunuieh 11

o =) U ] 9 o %’ % g‘; = 1 ] 9)

luhueuRernu ualassadwvesmian lunmpsinguiuiivannategluuy uazdiulvgudrgluny
= P ' = Ay ¥ v Yy 9 9 ' < YA o
wilaaaawan1ennunee lduinnnuilauanui ldudasddimuudrdredu ogrelsnan giveve
v a 2 2 o Yy o 3 o a 9 o q
dutisgruer M uduaeuiiieniuer lnssadema luawsingy ludaduanu lUSuldluns

o 2 Ay Y o ds! Y = ' [ = [
Llﬂaﬂ1“151‘1/]Luuﬂ31Nﬁu1ﬂﬁlﬂﬁuﬂmu1uigﬂﬂﬂ1‘ﬂ']Ul‘ﬂﬁlulﬂ ms1zinanennuviuneluuoufeInNy
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2.3 wnpan lpenumsudatazandsamsulasian

2.3.1 mnamn ldimeanumsuila

9
v

ya o a d' [ g}/ 9 gjdl
AI985 U3 WIAAmeINUM I analudiuanumnetazuuanamsula Taedieyna
¥R IuANLAZR INne
Yo o w Y1 3 Ao 1 9
J. C. Catford (1965: 20) l¥imnannuvesmsulaer 131ndunszurumsnmaemuialens
v da v 4 4 v da 9 A
101008ANUNVIUAIIN BN (source language) MUNUN (replacement) HOIANUNVIUAIIDANTY
= = Y} v A ' A a
MU (target language) GATDAAADINUUYINUDI Peter Newmark (1981: 7) 1Mmsudaneauilseaia (craft)
A A 9 A Ay ] Ay a o a
MnernuaNUNeIee I lumsununaIsysetonny lumuinieaisasvsevonnuaeInuludnn 1w
Y
ATN
. a a =) % [ 1
Mildred L. Larson (1984: 3) fisnumsudla il Tuniegma@ersuinilumsareneannumuneguss
o ] ) 1 I
murduntiu i lleglunwntiumla nazuismsudaseniluaeslszinan fe msudalasdagiuvuy
I
(form-based translation) tagmsia lasiannuriung (meaning-based translation) Msudauvvusmilunis
[ 9 o [] [IR=~1 a [ A =
wenewsngluuvesnmdunty M wla lidazaade luidlusssund mngdumsulaiofny
Y Y] ~ ~ v A Y Y] Y I ~
silvvvvesmmaunly luvazimsulanuunaeujs@easanurennmeiduativlmiunivim
aazaareluunula 39inssulaseadamsGeaduazilsz Tealumwduniiuliaeandosnunimn
ajuuila
a [ 1 1
Eugene Nida #e1unsualadniunisaisneannumuig tazn1snienonjduuveanisiaus
9 2 3 a & ' 1 = o A
ANMNHNBURITOANN UM BIMTUTUBNAIHIHIN TATE1IMINENDANNUHUIENADIANUE AD
% . . . A A F)
N5UUauUUATIAND (literal translation) gagmsuilanuue1ni (free translation) LL‘]J‘]JLLiﬂﬂ@miLL‘}JaVIQ
o ° = ax = ° = an o ' 9 ~
wlanenemsnyi sxleuIsMIed selisudIsnssanguanunelsz Tea uazmsisoatlse Toa
Y Y o =< ¥ A ] %) v a9 1 ~
W1 UTEANUAINBIANY 5INDINIT IFATOIHNIGITIANDUAI ) VBIAURITVDNAY aaun1sutlavuui
9 1o = o ) = a A 9 Y] A Y A
aoduilalusnuinisisesdinud 1a sz Toa vazanuaamidonuluduniin e ldaimladinsode

o Y1

o ] a A 1 < @ o
anunnevesauntiu lUdideuldedelidssaniam edrelsnay dynd aeiia (2536: 49-56) 1Al

U

A A )

9 ° Y1 a 191‘1 @ nm Y o 1 L A A )
Fouuzih Inlumalfiiaes wdimsulansaesanyus lildusnesnnniuesnduduiiswaduilass
wilaludnvazinaoulludavas ladayazilannni

a 4 a 1 [ I'd ]

INITH Yyoiiesa (2535: 128) 1AANEINGITINNO BRI IEIAMEAT 0819 Munang 1182 Catford
é = Lﬂ' 1 A o é Y o d’d [ =
Felanuyeonmsulanemsszynnuruievesm lunmmilanazdumidininnurueasanuludn

= A 3 o ¥ Y a ) o o = o I T oA

mumilanizoailuilse Tealw ldanunmnelndifesnuauman lenseivesdnmunils iHunquinda

@ < @ < { o ' . . {
dmpdundnuarmssdailunszuiumsneanenm1é laen13818a181 (code-switching) 11uu1/ah
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Y 99 Y =\ 9 o 9 o 1 [ 4
laudlddosmnaseanunmeonazil Tnssaieasenuils: Teaamwduniin uannumunees luauyse
A = 1 a d o A @ = 1 dy ~ v .
eenniinnuuana1anenI Jnssiihanudeveuinngunauil lduSewfeuny  Nida naz
. A A a 1 [l 1 1 1 I 1 a A A YA
Seleskovitch AANNAANIMIua lilymsmeneanivaninilumsateneannuaansodsndilou
9 I A Y Y Yo ¥ 3 & Y Y Y 9 a s Y=
aunidesmsae ligem Iasuieonuniludnmmiiaidemunulaladh lanaziaorsuainnuian
VA v Y v o & a 2 v A g o A AYa ¥ ' ~ ~ <
pd1uReINUAB IUAURLY Feazinadu IdiloduilaihanuAandioudesnisuioienea Seuiseuily
~ 9 @ [ 4 a 9 [ Y = =< =
MEINAANADINUNAN 1Ne1nTal ANl Y HazdnYURNIZAUBIDNNBIYLY 1InmMsfSeumnew
Y Y
a 9 9% a J 1 [} 1 1 a a [y
LUIAANIEeI snssHaglmsuladszinraujsnieneanuAAinIz UM INNANUAA DT
Y B~ [ Y a [ BN 9 A A [ v Y YY)
Idilumsulasdrauiaie msizms lidadanmezuddaymiEesunladeniu luassnudunriuou
3 ~ ' v
Audgmnunnanuuanataneni 1a
AN51 WHINIAA (2542: 12-13) 8T VIEANUNNIBVOINITUYAINMITIIVIINAIa91n
2’, [ Y1 = 1 & v A
WU Inenazme1sangs 1391 “nisula Ae msoieneaanuruisaInm e liden
] P~ =) o Y 9 a vy o o ] A A
MY MsaaNunuIerIenm sl laanuvivie msesuie laslen ssmdiuiued 190U azilo
a o o a o s g’; 1 o ~ = o a o Y I
ansiinerdiesuisveninngemsulanuaaieradssei 13 audaagiuunosan M ldmu
anuAanenumsulanudeuntasmugaaio uaziih llgmsasdanuvanevesmsudae 1391 “ms
1 9 & o a & [ J 9 a Y
meneadonNuINMEIMile1UgiBnnmils Tasinugdunugua wazanurueludonuan 1
Y [l
p819ATUNIU TIUNIANNMIeLAE IdunANu e IausT T USrn anuda anwidan aaq”
K 3 ' & A A2 Ao 9
azuldnmsudadlunszurumsnieneannuvinennamila llgonnwmilsigudon
9 o Y] 1 a [ [ I v Y a = A 9
wazdenhfidenatgedianinsanisznouny Tagerdegdvoaniuiluaidnsvslunisdnnuaisng

=

"9 A 1 [=~1 9 =~ = ] @ Y o o 1 Z’,
uasdoamsae luladumsdumanuvuneeufeslunanynsvedameds uanihdumaniuinG ey
a y v ¢ "2 = axt 0 q Y Ya o
Foaligndssa hensalvesnyualamniu msfnyanuninevesmsudanazismaula1igive

A a 9 an ~ [V v A o a o 9
awnsadenvaulsnaitmamlanmunzaunuduniumninniseld
2.3.2 Idemsui)adn
Unun dauTn (2544: 45-60) nandauaniamsutaldeunaindregrnsulavesdSeunila
&’ U 1 e
e uazaglanumneves ldeunen 13asae 1
3 d 1
D AN unywal
< ] v Y
10 9 pgludszraag
The children are in the pond at the back of the house.

dudadesdunannuilunynnd lildd il lunsuladss Teadaedraily

a Aa [ 3 1 y [} [ 4
Children are... IN51zAAUAL 1INV UNVON Id1mueduanmmiznauyile Tunnaunuile
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o ] o 4 { < a
udannmwidanguilulne guilasinuestums 14 Ifeunie 19 Idnwulandlusssuana
[ J < o o ] J < I
1Y Children should go to bed soon adsulam 19N AITUBUNIAN lidasutla ussaan @n

2 A <3 Y IS CANL DR
NInae WsewINAn mszudNvzuaasnNuilungnaiug idazdade
o Y 2 ¥ A9 Yo o ¥ ¢ o q 9 o
2) anwuzlndifes Ideunildnudaudnnszinldanunuewiasluiues nzlszum
Tndifioq 1u
Y
v A

2
Juibanla@ouad 9

Today she’s wearing a blouse, sort of red in color.

o 1 3 v A o @ 1 4
UBNDINAIIN sort of U39 kind of N suffix HarwAININ IFTUMTOIENEARNUNNIEL
' o A & J ' <
18 131 -ish, -y, -like W3 dmndugiion w1 Tmdes q du 9 uilailu ocher
3) anvae lumigas Weunnldnusygwunuidildanunuenasuly uaasari
91299 3oyl leeg1aun
lihanih q @ @ardlndnuuodmiua lilsunamihga)
Let’s go sit toward the front. W30 Let’s go to the front rows.
Y 1 A 4 ] 1 U ] A A [ [ ya
Muvesiogund 9 wesuun (liuilvnegluuumjiniedanialndife)
He lives in the vicinity of Nonthaburi.
Y o ) ) ' <
Tunsaitiquiladeudenduioszdoniuliwizes Hunsal o T
[ I ] ] Y v o 1 I ) 1 a3 o [ )
4) anvazuenitluniie q Unlsnud1 «iu sazvendiuauiniunygwan uaszniuuen
I [l ]
20N UKL 9 135U
A I
doannsadusie q
All these cases will be examined individually.
9 Y o ] Iz a v I Y A Yo A A <
AuladesinmanuitlunywailuvazRernuadesdonlddunedeanuiuilaan
o 5 H Aag Y A ' ~ A B ' °
5) anwmzan luswnluranldanumuelu®s <luned” Wie “a3e 9 na1e 97 1mu ga 9 9
) v
a1 9 917 9 109 9 uou 9 gn 9 Ay q luliduieuReslunisinguedisaied wag linas
uilaed 195997 A1
AUTZIIUE NHUEL 9 61 9

While walking, be careful. The ground is quite uneven.

Y
v = ' o gold 1

° 2y v o w A o ~ Y o s =
ﬂqaﬂﬂmguul‘luﬂuﬂﬂ']ﬂﬂlﬁil@ 1319 Quﬂ']alf’l’f]ﬂﬂ'@il‘ﬂﬂﬁgﬂ@u@]’)ﬂﬂ’]Wﬂ’Nﬂlﬂﬂj2

3 v & 1

Y 1
Awazanane Tdeuninsg uannuvmendnegidm ladmile mu “Aa  gn 97 (lifiguniw)
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A 9 9 v o A s Y
6) ANuNLaY 9 M3 19 Ideunnumnso Tasmmiz lumyime uaasersualvesdyaluay
anyalz A10819%Y
uHzIUANTIAY
a9 liney
Just eat it.

o 4 4 o 1w @
Auladeudonldm Iz auiodonisus 19 launuduniiv
HAAINMINIZTIMBIHALAT
@ I 1 a o A

Mz 99 0 lulilasuidledszadni

I knocked a thousand times but nobody answered the door.

' ' ) 13 ]
guladeaihlannuuanatanienie udnlunw Inesg 14 Ifeundaanss uanla
] [ a %’
Adsuan 1 knocked, knocked, knocked, knocked, knocked....” LWﬂﬂummmﬂqyuamm
Y Y
NBIADINTOAINATIUNIUY “I knocked and knocked but...” H30A2 51 auuVANIINAY
( T 4 4 o
15 Toaded 1o a0 15uBi U0 IHYAA Y
a1 v s 9 T DU ' '
uaasarsualinele guaornld lfeunuinnimilsnsunendasniu linelade
MINTZINVBIOUNI AU AI0E 1T
a Yy o 1 v 9 1 =
au udan llnunue Yaesnudnmvegauined

They shoveled / gulped their food down and all disappeared; here I am, doing the dishes.

o I a ] o
71171 shovel / gulp down Llﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂuﬂmﬁy‘uuiu Llazllﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁumiﬂi‘ﬁﬂlﬂﬁéj‘lﬁl‘]ﬂ

1
o A IS) o

[~ 1 o ] a °
7) ﬂ’JHJ‘HJJWEJGLﬁiJ Lﬂuﬂ@llﬂWﬂﬁ}ﬂﬂullﬁ)ﬂuﬂﬂ1ﬂmﬁu@ uaz‘lumﬁammwuwmmmmgam

= T

a % ] 1 1 a 1 a =\ 9 1 12 dﬂg

Ay @1081TY 0g 9 (NaTued1 luaafa) 9 a1 9 @anuiedialuana) da o
v Y v

$ou 9 (unaty) Aualalda all of a sudden, basic knowledge 1ag just MudIAY Isuade

o 9 Y o A ) = ] A 9

AN laanunneaudimsvseduuienluneidarenis waz luaisulaTaeiim

MUDIMBIAUNN

IR

o Ao Y vy 9 Y o A A o 3
ui’Jﬂi]”lﬂ‘]J‘Vlﬂ’ﬂiJ"Ui’Nﬂ‘Vlﬂﬂ E’J‘LW]TEWI ”'Jﬁm"lﬂﬁgﬂu"n"hwmuum EJQ?JWﬁﬂH”ILi’ENﬂﬁ!LﬂaﬂWﬂ

G
9

3 o=t
”I"]Sﬂl!‘]JVILL‘]Jﬁ‘IjﬂLLEIii oA

o A =2 o

{ @ I 1 A a
TﬂﬂﬁﬂmﬁuﬂamﬂmyWmﬂqmﬂu"lfnﬂ "lﬁlllﬂ YUA INANT (2546) LadNFANKIA
s 22 a 7 Ao o A = o ¥ ) <
IDT UDNLD.LA. Tﬁ'.lﬂ\‘l Tﬂﬂ 'Gjlna Lmzcyqulli gnsivu (2543) Lﬂi’)ﬂﬁﬂ‘]&l”lﬂ”l“]ﬂiﬂﬁ?ﬂllﬂaijﬂ VIULEN

A o s s s 2 o Ao o ]
VNI INAAT ]'l,’.]ﬂlﬂﬂﬁ Tﬂﬂ ’Gjﬂu‘ﬁiﬁ ‘1/]\1@"8]\1ﬁ?u?ullﬂﬂﬂ@n@ﬂ’]ﬂLLH’JVHQﬂTi!LlIﬁﬂTBTENﬂE]HIﬂfﬂﬂf
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1 1 gl.l 1 § 1 QQ} %
dvgruaniuazaglmmzdiui lignuer e

D

2)

19

ya o

A Yy o 1 P~ 7 o Y Y 9 Ya 7
M lunipn InenaeandeanuuuIn1eme q 1919156Unun saula laaue 13udr diselaiasiey

G

Y
Yo A

o é’ g ]

z o A 9 Y o A P A a
MssAunaiua MU 1¥HInIY mag“lugﬂmamymmmﬂummaﬂim

Auaiiy unuila
“We do it so quickly.” zinus q adgls gnsind, 2543: 108)
And walk very fast all day udafwga q aneanadu (yarils gniied, 2543 : 108)
Their large mouths 1nna q (Basa 3903, 2546 : 199)
_and each has produced | uaziAazndIRNAANDUALLNNAING 4 WIED (Deon Ta
outstanding witches and wizards N3, 2546 : 199)

< Y A A a o 1
i 131 Tun15utla adverb NVe18 adverb NHANNHNI8TUTIUD931 “U1D” (s0, very +
(J . . { v o 9 o [
adverb) tlazM3uas adjective NUBNAMANLAYDIAIINLAZIIUAL TUANABINY (large =
. ) 2 A Yo a Y o ¥ oy ] A A
very + wide) inutlansaeudenldauieunosluniu Insuazdrdniuae Ideuniedoms
Y Y v 9 o =~ I a 1 9 o A =

wuanunie lvasanuaunliy unudalianudusssunaunnnmsudanleauneunes
AU “UIn” aaMe LazdunNznUAIUNYsLnNITIUNTTNeNYRRAIT IFNE1e 9 Bn
9

Ae

2 o a & o ¥ A . A
NITBIANNTYUNDUAAINITINICNIBIV TDADIUDY

% U
AUNI unuila

o £ 1 ¢ aw o
Jack’s tongue lapped and lapped I GRTGMGIG 9 E]giflsl"lj‘ﬁfﬁ (ﬂgm‘lfi’f;]li gNsIY, 2543:

at her face. 145) *aznaauaunIi

Ma seized a long pole and struck | 1ainae lifo1a lasuniiaerlivha q 2'liu (asigls

Aa v

and struck at the roaring fire. EJTI‘E’J%]‘LI, 2543: 145)

I’d just been thinking. TuwAa q guaa (B399 39N, 2546 : 215)

“If we just do a bit of poking | fuswAaedl1lg q (Bee 3TN, 2546 : 215)

around-”

3 v

Y] ] o o o a a o 4 % [ { I
ADIA0U I NUAAINTNIZTF A8 T 1FMNToUANT0IR UFDUAY and 0819 1T
msudansenaeiioTaee1dsUTUNUDA Paste Perfect Continuous Tense NUFAAIAITNTLIN

' A & @ ' A & a A A @ a ' @
ﬂaluaﬂuiwznamm Llﬁ5%')@81\11/1ﬁlﬂuﬂ'ﬁllﬂaﬂiﬂ'Wlﬁﬂlu@ﬂiﬂﬂﬂWﬁﬂ‘Uﬁ‘UﬂL%uﬂu

'
A o

. ' ' ' 9
IN512 poke around 1AM NNBIMIFIHHeTRVAD IUALHINH e T lynTenivias
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v
o v 9

= Y o ¥ =2 A Yo A = ¥ 9 A A

LﬂfJ’Jllﬂ ‘L!ﬂllﬂaﬂﬂﬁﬁlﬂi}\imﬁ]ﬂ‘ls}fﬂu‘ﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂiuﬂ'l']elWlIVIEJLLag"B'IﬂTLluﬂ’JEJUl?JElllﬂ!‘Wﬂﬁ@fﬂi
o 1 A Y v 9 %

nsemaoiiod]insanuaAuRY

v =) =) 3 (9]1.1 1 . g‘l
3)  MIIAIBEUFEITITUPALTAINTINATUVBDUFEUUNIANNHHIAT

% U
AUNTI unuia

3 a 3 <
and from the cave, there was the uam%mmﬁazmﬂmﬂmﬂmummwwmﬁ’mmﬂm

+
v A v

drip, drip of melting icicles. Ausafa q (yanigls gnBind, 2543 : 143)

[

1 4 a 4
_..there was a thud-thud of | ..Tideqfa q vinynnemvewuni (yuigls gnsie,
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ynua Then Grandma and the other children would form them into roundish balls of similar sizes and

place them in rows on a tray as fast as the adults folded the dumplings.
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unuda The uncle and the older children knew that Grandma and the younger children were terrified

of ghosts.
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unuda The cooks, gardeners, drivers and the other servants filled the stairway to listen to the radio
because everyone wanted to hear different types of news.
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unua As Grandma walked into the house, she looked around in delight because it was spotless.
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unuila The tugboats' steam engines were fueled by mangrove firewood. They dragged the barges
along the river very slowly.
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unuila her aunt sewed clothes while listening to the radio.
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vnuia Auntie gathered her children to peel tamarind. Grandma joined them to help.
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unuda It was hard to fall asleep during full moon nights in the summer so the adults allowed the
children to stay up late.
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unuia The older daughter cut out the cloth's edges along its length, rolled and rolled them and put
them in a group.
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unuda Those who lived next to a river or a canal filled their jars with river or canal water during the

dry season. They put alum in the water and stirred and stirred until sediments settled at the bottom of their jars.
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vnuila They had to use water very carefully
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unula “Women must be meticulous and you should follow this example. There are many more great
things to see.”
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unuila Grinding flour was the children’s task because it didn’t require any skills. It was so easy,
anyone could do it.
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unuda The aunt would roll the dough on a board into a long tube and cut it into parts of similar
lengths
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unuila When the master respected their servants’ time off and were considerate of them, the servants

worked for them for several decades.
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unuila The older children didn’t have much problem coming up with rhymes but the younger ones,

who didn’t understand what rhyming was, just said words at random.
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unuila "Let it rain harder before you go out to play. What fun could a mere drizzle be?
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unula because she made him little toys
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vnuida Even though she knew they were dumplings, she was disgusted and refused to
touch the geckos.
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unuda The boat driver would hit a bell that went clang, clang, clang before he slowed down the
engine.
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vnuila Luckily Grandpa and Grandma on my mother’s side aren’t annoyed by my curiosity so I learn

about very old stories back when they were very young.
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unua While Grandma was thinking Auntie was such a really good housewife, another of her older

children said,...
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unuia When Grandpa’s older brother came home very late and called for the servants to fetch him

things, their mother would scolded him...
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or snack besides those provided for them by the adults. They could be hired to do a task, sell stuff or give a
massage. There was another way to make money that was quite easy but you had to be quick and not shy. It was
collecting coins thrown at a merit making ritual called Proi-than.
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Proi-than + ritual + merit making
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Everyone' says that I'm talky and
constantly ask questions. I'm curious
because I want to know various stories”
especially ones that happened before 1
was born. Very old’ stories that I don’t
get to see with my own eyes. Luckily
Grandpa and Grandma on my mother’s
side aren’t annoyed by my curiosity so
I get to learn about stories from bygone
days’ back when they were very
young’. There are many stories and all
of them are very funny’ and interesting.
My friends7, here are their tales that I

would like to tell you.
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Thai Fragrances

One evening Grandpa's oldest brother
was spotted walking home from a
distance. His scent had arrived home
before he did. As he walked past the
adults and the children' in the house,
they all sniffed the air and said in

unison, "What a pleasant smell!"* They

looked on as he walked upstairs. His

scent lingered downstairs.
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His mother and younger siblings' went
upstairs to ask him, "What kind of
fragrance are you wearing?" and "It
smells so nice!" He said, "A special
Thai-style perfume. Truly special.” I got
it from our aunt. She said it would cause
women to definitely’ look back at me."
The aunt's special perfume became all
that they could talk about through that
night. They wondered where she got

such a sweet-smelling recipe from. The
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younger siblings’ asked if the oldest
brother could give them each a small
portion of the perfume. He refused to let
them see the perfume at first but
eventually yielded to their pleas.” He
showed the green perfume in a tiny

bottle that gave off a very’ enticing

scent.
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The children' went to their aunt's house
on the next day. As they walked past the
doors, they noticed pleasant scents
coming to them from a distance. The
empty bottles of various sizes’ were in
baskets’. Their aunt made Thai-style
scented water called nam ob for a
living. It was different from Thai-style
perfume called nam prung that the

oldest brother wore'. Nam prung is a

crystal clear’ green perfume in tiny

bottles. You only need few drops of it
to smell nice. Nam ob looks quite
M and is M in colour. It
comes in a rather big" bottle and is used
generously9 to dissolve rock powder

and white clay. People put the mixture'’

on their bodies or faces to keep cool and

sweet-smelling after bathing in the
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summer. They pour nam ob on their
elders' hands to ask for a blessing on
their 60" or 72" birthdays or during
Songkran festival. Revelers' ' splash

each other with water mixed with nam

ob during Songkran too.
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The aunt said niam leaves were
essential to making Thai fragrances.
Niam is a rather short' shrub with
roundish and biggish leaves that gives
off a sweet aroma. She extracted
patchouli, civet and perfume oils with
alcohol. The niam leaves turned the
mixture green. Any fine’ recipe could
create a lasting scent. The scent of nam
prung on a handkerchief could endure a
wash. It was a truly Thai’ way of

making perfume. Some poured it over

elders' hands or added few drops of'it on
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their handkerchiefs. Some used it to
scent flowers made of fabric or

handkerchiefs folded in shape of
various' animals as their wedding
souvenirs. They put perfumed cotton in
a chest in which they kept fabric
flowers or folded hankies for days and
M ahead of the wedding. On the big
day, they would be given away to
guests, sending off sweet scent all over.
The scent could last for months or even
years. Just a dab of the perfume on the

pollen of fabric flowers could make

them so sweet-smelling.
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The aunt said nam ob required
rainwater for the best and the cleanest
result. She floated singed ylang-ylang
flowers in a bowl of water. She put
authentic Thai' fragrances such as
finely chopped skin of kaffir lime,
frankincense, brown sugar and
patchouli on a very small’ clay disc

called takan. “She then placed it in the

middle of the bowl and lit a fire on the

fragrances until smoke came out and
covered the bowl with a lid. She let the
smoke infuse the water, for days and
@yﬁ, until it turned yellow and

fragrant. There were many scents of
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nam ob and the most popular was that
of bread flower and phuttachat, a type
of jasmine, was the second. Perfume
oils could be added in nam ob as

desired.
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The aunt gave her grandkids each a tiny
bottle of fragrance. They weren't of
special recipe that caused women to
look back like the one the oldest brother
got, but they gave off sweet and lasting
scents nonetheless. Keeping a hankie
scented with her fragrance in a bag
could cause people to ask about the

sweet smell.
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A Good Housewife
One day Grandma’s mother brought her
along on a visit to her friend’s house. As
Grandma walked into the house, she
looked around in delight because the
house was so spotless . The silverware
and brassware were polished until they
turned white and gleamed like gold.
Everything looked all brand new. The
house’s owner hadn’t come out yet when
Great-grandma whispered to Grandma,
“This house is very clean. This is a good
example. Women must be meticulous
and you should follow this example.

There are many more great things to see.”
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The house’s owner came out to greet
them in clean and tidy clothes. She told
Grandma to call her Auntie. Auntie had
many children, some of them were of the
same size as Grandma. They all dressed
in clean and tidy clothes. Auntie gathered
her children’ to peel tamarind. Grandma
joined them to help. They peeled
tamarind and removed its seeds. Many
seeds were put in a bowl. Flesh of

tamarind was shaped into balls that were
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quite big”. They were stocked and used as
cooking ingredient throughout the year.
The tamarind seeds weren’t discarded
either. When they wanted to use young
tamarind leaves off-season, they would
plant the seeds in clay pots and pour
water on them. Several days later, the
young leaves could be picked and used in

tom khlong’, a spicy and sour clear soup.
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While peeling tamarind, one of her

daughters said, “My mother does
everything by herself. She rarely buys
things. During seasons where certain
fruits are in abundance', she will stock up
on them for off-season uses. When it’s
mango season, she’ll turn the fruit into
dried paste. Our home has a lot of food

and we never starve. She has many

children so she cooks plenty of food for

every meal’ and leaves nothing to waste.
During watermelon season, she let us eat
only its flesh and save its rind for spicy

. . 3
soups like kaeng liang and kaeng som

later. Sometimes she pickles it for our
next meal. She doesn’t let anything go to

waste at all.
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While Grandma was thinking Auntie was
Lalltha1 good housewife, another of
her older children said, “She keeps even
lime peel that she used it for cooking and
pickles it so we can eat it with congee.
Lime peel can be used to wash hands
clean of fishy smell. Kaffir lime skin can
be used in a chilli paste. Its flesh and juice
can be used to shampoo your hair. It

leaves your hair black and shiny.”
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After finishing peeling tamarind, Auntie
told_her children' to go upstairs, handed
them scissors and many pieces of white
cloths and told them, “Cut off the edges
and collect them.” The older daughter cut
out the edges of white cloth on both sides

along its length, rolled and rolled’ them

and put them in a group. As she cut them,
she explained, “The selvage is sturdier
than the body of the fabric so we collect
and use it as sewing threads. We use it

thread by thread’ over a very long3 time.

There’s no need to buy sewing threads as
they are more expensive than selvage.
Mother collects every pieces of fabric in
case we tore our clothes or have an
accident. They can be patched with a

fabric of same pattern so no one would
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notice the tear. Before torn pieces of
clothes will be used to wipe plates or
scrub the floor, she asks us to cut out
useable’ buttons and collect them all for
later repairs and so that the buttons won’t
scratch the floor.” She then presented a
round wooden box containing buttons of

various sizes and colours.
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After saying goodbye, Grandma's mother
said, “Did you see, child? See how good
a housewife she is? That’s why they want
for nothing and are happy without having
to pay for things, even though' she didn’t
come from money and has many
children. Take her as an example.”

Grandma agreed and thought she really2

wanted to visit Auntie’s house again.
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Rainwater
When Grandpa and Grandma were very
young', tap water had been available in
some areas of Bangkok. Most people still
relied on rainwater or water from a river
or a canal. Those who lived near a road
could use public taps the government
built M . There were taps at regular
intervals’ along the road. Those who
lived near them could easily brought tap
water home. Those who lived further
away filled their buckets and ﬁli;

square tin pails, with tap water and

carried them back by hands or on
shoulder poles. Some houses bought tap

. « 5
water from these carriers by carries .
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Grandpa had a classmate who was older
than him because he started school late.
He went to school in the morning and
helped his parents sell things at home. At
night, he worked as a water carrier, filling
his square pails with tap water and
emptied them into jars at nearby houses.
The older he got, the more water in his
His father strong and

pails. was
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shouldered four pails of water at a time.
Two in front of the pole and two in the
back. His carrying pole was bent by the
weight of water. In summer, people used
lots of water so tap water sold well.
Carriers couldn't keep up with the
demand. They had to fill their pails with
water all night. Shouldering water at
night wasn’t so tiring because there was
no sunlight. During rainy season, tap
water didn't sell well because people used
rainwater. Their income dropped and
couldn't make much money like in

summer.
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Both Grandpa and Grandma liked to play
in the rain when they were very young].
As soon as it rained, they itched to play
in the rain. The adults knew and told
them, "Let it rain harder before you go

out to play. What fun could a mere drizzle

be?” When you play you must clean the

house too." During rainy season,
Grandma and Grandpa had to fill every
jar in their house with rainwater to the
brim before they could play in the rain.
As they played, they scrubbed the
outdoor staircase and the outdoor floor of
their house with brushes made of very

old’ coconut shells of rather small size'
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called kraduang. They scrubbed every

nook and cranny’ of the floor clean. Rain

was an opportunity for them to wash
clothes as they could use rainwater
without a worry. The adults often said,
“The angels bless us with water so we
should quickly store it. Really heavy(’ rain
softens wooden and rock floors and it’s
easier to scrub dirt and green algae off
them.” That was why their houses was

clean during rainy season.
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The elders loved to drink rainwater so
much because it was sweet and clean.
Rain was collected in earthen jars1 with
lids to keep the rainwater clean for
drinking during dry season. When it
rained off-season in winter or dry season,
people would be joyous because they got
with rainwater.

to refill their jars

Rainwater that just fell from the sky’

wasn't drinkable because it washed away
all the dust on the roof with it. It took a
while for the rain to wash off dirt on the
roof before you fill your jars with
rainwater. The plants came alive because

of rain.
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Grandma’s grandpa said, “Of all drinking

waters, rainwater is a blessing from the




72

I %’ ~ @ [
Wueeaiiimmiaidadaasun
9 I A 3/ 31.:
Tfuyudndenas Hanau na
A " Aa <3 A
azo1a g9luTesqunu13nu
Y v Yy A a Y =
Wihouudoaluga vaudu
Y v [
maneunauawn yuleiin”

v A

y_ = a
AN IUIUnTAU INAULINT

b4
o A

A Y ) @ '
Wj@ﬂﬂ@u’]ﬂilllw’]ﬁ']wjﬂiﬁ
¥ Yo A
‘L!MuhhillLLﬂJﬂLLazﬂmmLmu

v a Ao qgu? g
NNUIU SRR R R RIEY

A v 3 3 Y Y
MUB UMY W13 ou
1 = o A
11 9 audereu lilnense
- ] 9 2 U aol A
Wneoud1a 9’ Teatiazde
Tomaeinaanaledlide

A ¥
INDAAYNINUIDU

angels for humans. It’s sweet and clean.
Drinking rainwater from an earthen jar in
summer is wonderful. It’s cold and has a
nice aroma of fired clay. Very
refreshing.” Almost every house had jars
or ewers of rainwater that guests could
help themselves to. Fired clay keeps
rainwater cool as if it were iced. On very
scorching' summer days, people liked to
talk or relax next to” these rainwater jars

while resting their backs against them to

cool down.
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Those who lived next to a river or a canal
filled their jars with water from these two
sources during dry season. They then

stirred and stirred’ alum until sediment

settled at the bottom of their jars before
they used the water for washing clothes

or cooking. They had to use water very

carefullyz.
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The first rain, after a long period of arid
weather that left jars empty and turned
canals muddy, was refreshing and a sight
to behold. Grandma’ mother would
gather her children to clean all the jars

and waited until the rain became clean

enough before they filled them with
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rainwater. It was Mﬁ refreshing and
cooled them down greatly. They could
wash clothes with no worry of saving
water, after they had been using water
carefully for a long time. Grandma's
mother strongly forbade throwing away
dirty water from floor cleaning or
remaining water in a cup for nothing” and
told her children to use them to water
trees or potted plant. She also told her
children to wash their faces and brush
their teeth near trees so no water would

be wasted".
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Grandma's grandpa, who worked as an
herbalist, used a special type of rainwater
called fon klang hao to make eyedrop.
Fon klang hao is rainwater collected in a
clean bowl that was left outdoors during
a heavy rain. This type of rainwater was
considered the purest and perfect for
making eyedrop. It could be collected
during rainy season only. He collected

this type of rainwater to make other

t)zpes1 of medicine too. Each and every2
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house had zinc rain gutter to collect
rainwater so people could use it all year
round without having to rely on tap

water.
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Paeng Sip Dumplings
Grandma’s family made various kinds' of
desserts and snacks to order. When they
were hired to make paeng sip, a type of
dumpling usually stuffed with fish, they
ground rice into flour one day in advance.
Grinding flour is the children™s task
because it didn’t require any skills. It was
SO easy, M could do it. The
children, who were close in age4, took
turn grinding and putting husked rice into
a stone mill’s hole. While grinding, they
bragged about what they had done like

children would’. Everyone tried to find
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stories to tell. Sometimes they fought.
After grinding was done, it was the
adults’ turn to flatten dough and let it dry

overnight.
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Forming paeng sip dumplings was a way
for women to show their skills so
Grandma’s aunt and the teenage girlsl got
to show off. The childrenz, like Grandma,
got to help out sometimes. Her aunt
would roll the dough on a board into a
long tube and cut it into parts of similar

lengths’. They would be used to form
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pockets for stuffing. Then Grandma and

the other children’ would make them into

roundish balls of similar sizes’ and place
them in rows on a tray as fast as the adults

folded the dumplings.
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Grandma looked on as the adults folded
the dumplings swiftly and made pleats
using their two fingers. The folds were
beautifully even. Paeng sib dumplings
were stuffed with striped snakehead. The
other dumplings were stuffed with
shrimp, pork or sea crab for variety.
Some dumplings were open like bags
some were close. The adults formed even
pleats quickly and exquisitely' . The
teenage girls’ could make the pleats but
weren’t as fast and good as Grandma’s
aunt and mother. Folded dumplings were
placed inside a steamer until they were
cooked. The aunt allowed the children’ to
try their hands at folding dumplings too.
Grandma usually overstuffed dumplings,

causing them to burst. She couldn’t make

pleats — only pressed two sides of
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wrappers to seal a dumpling — or trim the

excess. Despite her very best effoﬁ4, she

couldn’t make beautiful pleats like her
aunt did. The children folded the

dumplings as they pleased.
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Once they completed the order, the aunt
let the children show their skills with the
excess wrapper and stuffing. The older
boys decided to show off because they
saw the aunt make a dumpling in the
beautiful shape of fish and turtle. Fish

dumplings had tiny' scales on them were

especially made for Grandma’s
grandfather. The boys’ formed

dumplings in the shape of duck or fish.
One of them was strange and made many
gecko dumplings. He put them in a
steamer. When they were done, a female
cook opened the lid to move the
dumplings onto a tray. It just so happened
that she was terribly terrified of geckos.
Once she saw the gleaming and
transparent geckos inside the steamer,
she shrieked, threw the lid and ran away.
The older boys’ laughed wholeheartedly
because they pulled a prank on the cook.
Even though4 she knew they were
disgusted and

dumplings, she was

refused to touch the geckos.
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Sometimes they were hired to make pork-
filled or fish-filled sago balls. Although
sago balls weren’t so hard to make and
didn’t require much skills, Grandma
always burst her balls because she
overstuffed them. She wanted to make
them very delicious’. Grandma was
afraid that an adult would see her burst
balls so she tried to cover up. She ate the
stuffing and threw the spoiled sago
pea_rls6 into a pond next to the windows
again and again  until her aunt became
suspicious. She knew how many balls
could be made with the amount of sago
pearls and stuffing she prepared. The
output was noticeably low so Grandma
was caught and her cover-up was
exposed. Grandma was banned from
making sago balls or else they would
make loss. She could only watch and got
to eat sago balls that exploded in the

8
steamer. The good ones” were for sale.
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The children only got to eat paeng sip
dumplings that they made themselves or
those that burst in the steamer. The_good
ones' were kept for the adults or for sale.
Grandma’s ~ brother  brought their
grandfather a gecko dumpling on a plate.

He wasn’t afraid of it but laughed
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wholeheartedly and said, “Good idea! I
must try.” The brother smiled with

gladness because his grandfather liked it.
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Full Moon Nights

It's hard to fall sleep on full moon nights
during the summer so the adults allowed
the children' to stay up late. The schools
closed so there was no need to get up
early. The youngest uncle invited his

. 2 . .
nieces and nephews”, which included
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Grandpa and Grandma, to sit in a circle
at the outdoor floor of their house where
people gathered for many occasions.
The uncle acted as a ringleader, leading

3. C e
them’ in fun activities as usual.
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After having a bath, the children
couldn't run around until they sweated
or dirtied their clothes. They had to play
very guietly] in the house only. They sat
in a circle and the uncle asked the
children’ riddles that he learned at
school butthey couldn't answer them all.
When he ran out of questions, they
played a rhyming game to let their
imagination run free. A player had to
come up with a word that rhymed with
the word previous player had said. It

didn’t matter they formed a meaning.
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The players had to think very quickly3 or
lost if they took too much time to think.

The older children’ didn’t have much

problem coming up with rhymes but the
younger oness, who didn’t understand
what rhyming was, just said words at
random’, causing roar of laughter. When
it was rather late, the adults would tell

them to wash their feet and go to bed.
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On the nights that they became bored
with questions, the uncle would tell
ghost stories that he learned at school.
Some were true and some weren't. When
he told ghost stories, the only source of
light allowed was the moon. Grandma,
who was number one for being terrified
of ghosts, didn't want to hear scary
stories, but she couldn't help herself
wanting to know her uncle's stories. He

and the older children' knew that

2
Grandma and the younger ones” were

terrified of ghosts so they used scary
voices and switched the lights on and off
repeatedly to make them even more
scared. Grandma and the younger

children huddled up in the middle of the
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circle. The older children’ teased them

further. They walked away from the
circle and howled or very slowly4 made
owl sound that went "Whoo whoo

whoo" to create an even more scary

atmosphere. The faint-hearted children

screamed and screamed’ loudly until an
adult walked out to see them. When
Grandma's grandpa realised that the

uncle and the older children’ had scared

the younger ones with ghost stories, he
scolded them, "You already know that

the younger children’ are afraid of

ghosts. They would murmur during
sleep because of nightmares" He told

. 8
them to stop scaring the younger ones

with ghost stories. That night Grandma
dreamt of ghosts and murmured during

sleep all night.
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Grandma's grandpa warned the uncle,
"If you tell them' ghost stories again, I
won't let you join the circle. You will be
swinging a whip to scare away
mosquitoes all night instead." The uncle
didn't want the boring and lonely job of
keeping mosquitoes away so he changed
the subject to hunting trips with

encounters with tigers and bears that he

learned at school. Those who had been
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shifting tiger ghost called suea saming’,
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forest ghosts and forest guardians to

scare the younger children’ again. They

. 4 .
made various scary gestures while

telling these stories. They warned that if
faint-hearted children like Grandma
ever went into the forest, they would be
eaten by the tiger ghosts first. They said
tiger ghosts liked to prey on cowards
and those who were afraid of ghosts.
Grandma wasn't scared of tiger ghosts
because she would stay in her house and
never set foot in a forest. She was more

afraid of general ghosts.

1 (tiger ghosts called suea saming
that can shape-shift into women in
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When the uncle ran out of tales or
riddles, he led the children in singing
songs. It could be any songs that they
remembered from lullabies, different

. 1
songs they sang during plays, songs
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from vinyl records or songs from
various’ plays that they learned from
someone in the house. They all joined
in’ the singing until their throats

parched.
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One day Grandma's grandpa bought a
radio. Radios were a novelty that people
were truly excited' about. There were

programmes in the evening only.
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Summer night activity changed from

. 2 . .
various” ghost stories and quizzes to

metamuniunsiaing
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listening to the radio. His children and
grandchildren3 gathered at the outdoor
floor to listen to it while the cooks, the
gardeners, the drivers and the other’
servants sat on the outdoor stairs.
Everyone wanted to listen to different
kin_ds5 of news, music, Thai orchestra
and hilarious comedy6 sketches. The
female servants who were addicted to
Thai stage drama /ikay and had to go see
it every single night7 all stopped to listen
to the radio instead. Grandma's grandpa
allowed everyone in the house to enjoy

the radio togetherg.
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The women weren't just enjoying the
radio; they worked while listening to it
too. Some prepared paan, chewing
stimulant made of betel leaves and areca

nuts. Some made food containers out of
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banana leaves in preparation for the
morning almsgiving. Some sharpened
used incense sticks into pins for making
garlands of jasmine or bullet wood.
Some put the flowers on a dry sea fan.
Grandma's mother knitted laces. Her
aunt sewed clothes while listening to the

radio’ . The outdoor floor was a truly

happy’ place for each and everyone” in

the family.
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Boats
In the past, Thai people travelled by boat
in rivers or canals. Houses, temples and
mills were densely built on the banks of
canals and rivers. When Grandpa and
Grandma were very youngl, people still
used waterways as their travel route even
though rickshaws, cars and trams had
already been available. In the Chao
Phraya River, there were double-decker
passenger boats in red and the other
passenger boats in green. They arrived
once every very 1ong2 while and people
called them "ruea mae". They were very
slow and people could spot them coming
at a distance but it would be long before
it actually arrived. Their engines were so
that

annoyingly  deafening people

couldn’t hear themselves talking.
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Once, Grandma and her family got on
one of these slow and deafeningly noisy
boats to visit an older relative whose
house sat on the river bank. It was first
time for Grandma to use a passenger

boat. While on board, she felt so sleepy
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because she couldn't talk with her family
unlike when they sat in a rowing boat for
hire. They couldn't hear each other and
communicated only through hand
gestures. She couldn't fall asleep either,
thanks to the loud engine, so decided to

tough it out and looked at all the sceneries

along the river for the time being' .

Houses next to the river were supported
by tall columns. They sat on multiple
l_aM of bamboo rafts. These raft houses
weren't affected by flood. They moved up
and down with the tide. These houses
must be securely chained so they
wouldn't float away in the river. They
would also move up and down with many

waves caused by a passing by double-

decker boat.
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Sawmills and rice mills were all located
on the river bank because it was
convenient to transfer logs or rice in and
out of them. Grandma saw a line of rice
barges parked in front of a rice mill. The
labourers carried rice bags on their backs,

walking in and out of the boat on a plank

so quickly. Rafts of logs in front of a saw
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mill waiting to be picked up and sawed

into poles and boards.
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Along the river, Grandma saw pairs’ of

tugboats dragging rice barges with
towlines, forming a very long line. These
boats carried unhusked rice from Nakhon
Sawan, Phichit, Uthai Thani, Sing Buri or
Ayutthaya. They came to sell their rice to
Bangkok mills. The fully loaded rice
barges looked as if they were about to
truly’ sink because their gunwales were
underwater but they weren't. The
tugboats' steam engines were fueled by
mangrove firewood. They dragged the
barges along the river very slowly” but,
on their way back, they moved along the
river faster because they were empty or

carry only some goods.
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The tugboats are called "ruea yong" or
"ruea lak chung" in Thai. Each had a big
boiler and piles of mangrove firewood.
Boatmen threw the firewood into the
boiler to turn water into steam which, in
turn, gave the boat the power to drag
really heavy rice barges to their destined
rice mills. The boats all had chimneys

and very big ropes for towing rice barges.
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Families of boatmen ate, slept, cooked
and raised children on a rice barge. There
was a dog on one of the rice barges. It
raised its neck up to take in the river

scenery too.
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During this boat trip, Grandma's older

Mgs_l brought along their dog named
Sausage. It raised its neck up to look at
buildings on the river's bank. It saw the
other dog on the rice barge and started
barking. The barge dog barked back
before they noisily exchanged barks. It
seemed like a dislike at first sight for
them. As the two boats passed each other,
Sausage jumped into the river and
refused to return despite its masters'
calling. The barge dog was unfazed and
jumped into the river to fight Sausage.
They fought for a while before returning
to their respective boats. Sausage was
able to catch up with the extremely slow
passenger boat. It climbed up the boat
and shook itself to dry off, showering all’
of its masters. with water in the process,
and resumed barking at its new-found
enemy. The sleepy passengers were
awoken by Sausage, watching it with

wide-eyed interest.
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When a passenger would get off, a
mechanic would ring a bell that went,

"clang clang clang'". The driver would

bring the boat next to a pier and slow
down the engine, greatly lessening its

noise. When a passenger wanted to get on

a boat, they waved and waved’ a reddish’
loincloth so the driver would see them
from a distance and pick them up. The
uncle who lived next to the river made a

red flag to be repeatedly waved' at the

boats. The flag was more noticeable than
a loincloth. Passengers had to wave for
gge_s5 because the boats rarely came. If
they missed one, they would have to wait
for several hours for the next one to

come.
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Clay Pots
When Grandma and Grandpa were
young, clay pots were people's containers
of choice even though they easily broke.
I guess people in the past weren't heavy-
handed when they used things because
some pots lasted for over a decade when
they were very carefully' handled. They
used kracha, ladles made of coconut
shell, to scoop things in and out of these
pots because they were round and light in
weight. It wouldn't break the pots even
when people were being heavy-handed
too. The adults strongly forbade using
brass ladles with clay pots. They didn't

match as the ladle could break the pot.
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Grandpa and Grandma said that, after
they were born, the midwife put their
umbilical cords in rather small’ pots and
bury them next to trees so the babies
would thrive like them. People used these
earthen pots for cooking rice, curries and
desserts. They added an aroma of fired
clay to food, making it more appetising.
Grandma told me that one of her uncles
insisted on eating only rice cooked in a

clay pot even when brass and aluminum
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pots had been imported to Thailand.
Everyone took to these new pots because
they didn't have to worry about breaking
them. The worst they could do was to
make a dent in them. Her uncle ate clay
pot rice until he died. He had a special
small pot for cooking rice because he was
mﬁ addicted to the earthen aroma. It

got his appetite going.
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Various' kinds of snacks such as pla krim
kai tao or vermicelli in coconut syrup and
krong kraeng or caramelised savoury
cookies were prepared in clay pots
because the earthen aroma made them
more appetisting. Those dreadfully bitter
medicine that Grandma hated were also
prepared in clay pots. People boiled an
herbalist's prescription in a clay pot.
These clay pots came in big and small

sizes.
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Their lids were also made of clay. Among
many uses', they were used to cover the
pots or as cups. The pots were beautifully
glazed and decorated but the lids were
plain looking and rather rough’ to touch.

Its coarseness came in handy for grating
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cassumunar ginger. The ingredients of

that needed to be

any medicines
consumed or applied on body were grated
against the lids and then dissolved in a
liquid. The lids could also be used as cups

by turning them upside down and putting

them down on their knobs.
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Pot sellers stacked and stacked' pots

upside down on one side and piled and
piled’ the lids on the other. There were
fewer lids than pots because some bought
just the pots. Medicine pots didn't need
lids but cooking pots did. The pots
usually broke before the lids. That was
why they were sold separately. The lids
of various sizes were put together3 in one

pile. A buyer tried them one-by-one until’

they found one that fit their pots.
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Grandpa said when he was very young',

he was naughty like a child should be’.

One day, at a ceremony to offer yellow
robes to monks in an upcountry temple,
the boys3 didn't want to hear the sermon
they didn't think it

because was

important. They instead wanted to find
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very s‘[range5 and new @gsj to see.
While the adults and the women were in
the middle of the ceremony, mJ)Z snuck
out to play in a cemetery behind the
temple. No one was scared of ghosts
because they wouldn't come out to scare
people during daytime. They walked to
the cemetery covered in very overgrown7
grass. Some graves had been dug out for
cremation. One of the ringleaders saw big
clay pots underneath the trees. Some of
them had been buried carelesslyg. He
called out to the other boys, "I found a
treasure. Pots of Great Treasure." The
boys looked on as he dug out another pot
which was covered with tattered cloth.
He emptied it and saw only bones coming
out. As he opened another pot, it gave off
a very rotting9 smell. He opened it
anyway in case there was a treasure
inside. It turned out to be a decaying baby
corpse. He immediately dropped the pot
and all of them ran for their lives while
screaming, "Ghost! Daytime ghost!"
They ran back with terrified look on their

faces to the pavilion where the ceremony

was about to finish.
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The boys sputteringly told the scary

encounter while catching their breaths. A
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monk, who had noticed M}@l running
from the back of the temple, said, "There
was no ghost. They were mischievous
and opened a pot where the body of a
toothless newborn’ was kept. It was put
in a pot covered with blessed white cloth.
People don't cremate ve oun
children’. They saw the corpse and

screamed that they saw a ghost." Grandpa

and the other boys4 started to calm down.
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Shamans — layman and monk — captured
very fierce spirits in these clay pots. They
covered these pots with white cloths
around their mouths and secured them
with holy white thread to keep the spirits
inside and prevent them from coming out
to scare people. They buried these pots or
weighed and dropped them in a river. If
they were found and someone untied the
thread, the trapped ghosts would come
out. Famous ghost Mae Nak Phra
Khanong, whom Grandma was terrified
of, was trapped in a clay pot before.
These ghost pots didn't require any lids.

Clay pots with slight chips or cracks still

could be used as plant pots. Tiny cracks

and holes were excellent for allowing
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excess water to seep out. Big and small

clay pots could be used as plant pots.
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Scattering Coins for Merit
When Grandpa and Grandma were
young, they had to work very often' for
money to buy toys or snacks besides
those provided to them by the adults.
They could be hired to do a task, sell
things or give a massage. There was
another way to make money. It was quite
easy but you must be quick and not be
shy. It was collecting coins scattered at

merit-making ceremony called proi-than

on different occasions.

: < v
L."uey q" Wumsduanuvuig

sly o X

WH1TAYUTIVENY often A28 very

2. gavemadmiin Tudi Tudmusssy
daren1aar10n3 1§88 (proi-
° Y
than) + AuendIzANUVUAN 9
(ceremony) + AIlIUBNANHUL AL

AU (merit-making)

Y
nsTdseniunylulenia
1 1 1 < 9 <
A9 9 IFUIANLET AN Y
wAa o oA ==
83 121107 11w niiTise

9 A o < @
NIUADULT N0 AT
WAIINIRIANIED 11870
9 o Ay
Munazyiyayni wallse

' o s A
MUADUILIV TUADINDUIY

I < 1 <
Fuwsz vannidh nTase
2
mu'ld n1sTdsemuvianil
1 [ Y] I Y
dunIn I wnazilug

T5e uaureaunIianvaiu

< ) & 9 <
an 9° \Wugldse 1fn 9 gn
Jd v 3d' a =

ANIIA NAUITEINDIDEID)

¥ @ IS Yo
unaeslain duddiungnis

AZATUNIU NNIAEATUN DY

Proi-than  took place on various'
occasions. After cremation and ashes
collection were done, families would
scatter coins in the morning before they
brought ashes home. After a merit-
making ceremony held seven days after
the cremation, people brought ashes
home and scattered coins at home to
make merit. A Nak would throw coins
before he went into a convocation hall to
be ordained as monk. After the ceremony
of offering robes to monks, proi-than
could also be done. Usually the hosts of

these ceremonies would scattered these

coins themselves but some allowed their
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young children and gradnchidlrenz to do

the coin-throwing. The lay children’ who

lived in temples would circle around,
ready to swoop in and grab the coins
before anyone else could. The hosts'

children and grandchildren’ were shy so

they couldn’t get any coins except when

some coins rolled and rolled’ away and

later were found under chairs or

someone's shoes.
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At first, Grandma was shy too and didn't
want to rush to grab the coins for fear that
the adults would berate her for behaving
like a boy. But she truly wanted those
coins. Who wouldn't want money
especially when a host threw five-satang
coins? One such coin could buy many
things. That was why Grandma would
ask for a permission to grab coins in
advance when knew she would go to a
funeral. When allowed, she would be
able to fully rush to grab coins with other
kids and came away with some satangs.
But mostly she couldn't compete with the
temple children’ who were so skilled in
picking up coins. Almost every funeral
host threw coins, giving the temple

children a lot of practice. They were so

agile. Luckily, the very kind adults’, who
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saw Grandma racing for coins with other
kids until her clothes wrinkled and messy
but only had gotten one satang, picked up
coins near them and gave those satangs to
her. Sometimes they gave her five-satang

coins which had holes in the middle’.

Grandma felt like a rich kid when she put
these coins into a ring and wore it around

her waist for many days.
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During the ordainment ceremony, before
men would enter the convocational hall
they would also throw coins. But adults
wouldn't allow children to spend the
coins collected from this ceremony. They
were told to keep these coins as lucky
money or reserve money. Temple
children didn't save them for sure'
because they got to collect these coins
frequently. Grandma was allowed to
wear a ring of these coins around her

waist and showed it off for several days

before she would be told to return them.
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There was one coin scattering that
Grandma never forgets. It was at a 60th
birthdayl of someone from the royal
family. The guests and the children were

allowed to partake in this coin scattering
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and the host threw the coins themselves.
In a chest, there were coins of various
sizes. They were 25-satang, ten-satang,
five-satang and one-satang. Most of the
coins were red one-satangs which were
the biggest in size and easy to pick. The
children all wanted 25-satang or saleung
coins so they could buy really nice’ toys
with them but there were few of them.
Five-satang coins were small and thin,

making them hard to pick.
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The host devised rules for this coin
scattering, allowing coin pickers to
compete in groups . The host would ring
a bell to signal a start. Pickers must
collect coins one at a time and weren’t
allowed to sweep them up. When the host
rang the bell again, everyone had to stop.
The host scattered coins before the start
and the pickers got to look around to see
where 25-satang coins landed and keep
their eyes on them. Once the bell
sounded, many bumped their heads
because they went for the same coins.
Five-satang coins were small, making
them so hard to collect. No one paid
attention to the one-satang coins,

although they were biggest in number.

The women were at a great disadvantage
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because they had no pockets and had to
be worry about their panung skirt’
becoming loose. The men wore pants
with shirt pockets so they could easily

picked and picked’ the coins and move

around easily without worrying about
their clothes. The women had to crawl.
Grandma got one 25-satang coin and
many one-satang coins. She felt rich for a

very long time.
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At funerals of Mon people, the coins
were hidden inside limes. These limes
would be thrown and roll along the floor
for people to grab them. This gave birth
to a phrase "to vie for a Mon corpse" to
describe people scrambling for things' .
The rich uncle who used to hunt crocodile
had a new idea. He thought scattering
coins in the water would be fun. He had
people cut off oval’ stalks of water
hyacinth and put coined in them. The
floatable stalks with coins inside were put
in a basket and be thrown into river from
a bridge. The catchers floated in the river
and scrabled for coins with joy. Some
coins sunk to the bottom of the river.
When the tide was low, another search
for coins took place and quite a lot of

coins were retrieved. The uncle didn't let
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his children and grandchildren to join this
coin collecting and allowed only his

servants and neighbours.
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Servants
When Grandpa and Grandma were very
young, cost of living was low so each
house could afford several servants.
Their family had many servants — men
and women. There were many children
who ran errands and served as helps too.
They came from Bangkok or the
provinces. When they first arrived, they
couldn’t do much. The longer they
stayed, the older servants and the masters
would teach them the ropes until they

became good at their jobs and were

promoted.
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It was easy to find helps back then. Some
worked for the families since they were
teens. Some stayed since they were very
m and worked for the families for
several decades’ because their masters
were kind to them. These live-in servants
tried to please their masters and their
children’. They didn’t just do what they
were supposed to within working hours

but take on extra job without their
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masters’ asking. They could complete
jobs on their own without their masters’
prodding. When the newcomers' were
being lazy or did a poor job, the older
M would scold them on their masters’

behalf.
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A laundry woman who lived with
Grandpa’s family since before he was
born warned him not to get clothes that
she just ironed' dirty while he was out
playing. She said, “Little Master, why
don’t you be more careful when you
play? You just changed clothes and now
you change again? Don’t you think about
those who wash your clothes? If you get
your clothes dirty again, I’ll hit you for

w.z” Grandpa was indeed’ hit by the

laundry woman because he spilled curry
all over his clothes shortly afterwards.
She was also bossy to the newcomers’
and told them, “You’re servants. When
you tease little masters you must be
respectful. Know your places and don’t
compare yourself to the masters.” The
servants had to know their statuses and be
respectful to the masters and their

children.
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When Grandpa’s older brother came
home very late' and called for the
servants to fetch him things, their mother
would scolded him, “It’s their sleep time.
Help yourself. Be considerate of them.”
The oldest brother had to get things
himself. When the master respected their
servants’ time off and were considerate
of them, the servants worked for them for
several decades’. Some even stayed with

the families until their very last days .
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Their mother always told them', “Don’t
eat up all of the foods. Leave some for the
servants. You must eat at regular times so
they wont’t have to wait for you and be
starving. When you go out or come home
very late’, you must tell them in advance
so they won’t have to wait for you or keep
food for you.” The older brother wouldn’t
have to worry about food though, as he

was the cook’s favourite. She always set
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aside delectable dishes especially for her

beloved master.
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Masters and servants were dependent on
each other. They had to live together and
respect each other like a saying adults
often tells chilﬂl that goes, “When you

stay at someone’s home, make yourself

useful and don’t be idle.” Servants
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volunteered their help to endear
themselves to their masters. Grandpa’s
youngest brother was so attached to his
nanny. When she asked for a leave to visit
her family in the country for several days,
he cried and refused to let her go because
she always made him little toys. She
often gave him toys she bought from
temple fairs nearby their house. She
always had small presents for her little

master. He was attached to her until he

grew up and she passed away.
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Grandpa’s mother treated her servants
like they were her own children and
grandchildren. When you lived together
and depended on each other, you had to
love each other. She often brought
something back from her upcountry trips
for her servants individually. Snacks and
sarong were among them. When a temple
fair took place, she allowed the helps to
enjoy it freely but would only let the
young women go if they were
accompanied by the cook or the laundry
woman who were older. She didn’t allow
them to go on their own for fear that
anything bad would happen to them.
“They entrusted their daughters to me so

I must take really goodl care of them,”

. 2
she said. The younger servants” were

pushed to be meticulous’ with their work.
At first, they complained that their
masters were demanding. When they got
older, they realised their masters’
pressure helped them do good jobs and
get life-long skills until they had families

of their own.
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During Songkran, Grandpa’s mother
would ask the servants to meet her one by
one to give them clothes and extra cash.
She had observed what were their
favourite colours to wear. Some liked
wearing sarongs with big or small
patterns while some liked plain-looking
ones. So she would be able to give the
right gift to the right person. For those
who had been with her for a long long
time, she would give them a gold
necklace or a ring every year. If they

knew to save up, they would eventually

. 1
become rich over many, many years.
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When Grandpa’s oldest brother returned
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home from a boarding highschool, he
said he saw a ray tail in the principal’s
office. The long tail with tiny torn was
rolled up and hung on the wall to scare
the students. Whoever committed a
serious wrongdoing like theft, skipping
school or fighting would be whipped with
it and it left scars. Grandpa was so
terrified of it. Some schools used only

canes to punish students who committed

serious wrongdoings.
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Grandpa had never been seriously
whipped as he wasn’t a naughty kid. He
saw other kids being whipped so he was

scared of being punished since he was

very young. His cook teased that she
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would hit him with a stick called
maikhatmo which was used to lock the lid

of a stainless pot through its ears. She
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said, “This stick would do just fine. It has
the right size and no sharp edges. It won’t
leave any dangerous splinters and I can

. 4, 5
use it whenever I want .” She very often

winsme 13 lddsunu

held it up to scare him when he sneaked
around the kitchen to eat foods’ she had

prepared.
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stainless pot through its ears)
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Grandpa’s grandpa told him that even a
member of royal family was whipped
when they misbehaved. When they did
something seriously wrong and they
would be subject to whipping with a cane
wrapped in white cloth to prevent

splinters. This caused only small pain as
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the point was to  discourage
misbehaviours in the future and a royal
page would usually be the one who did

the whipping.
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Grandpa said when his brother was about
to be whipped, their mother’ ordered him
to find a stick. He cared for his older
brother so pretended not to be able to find
one and produced only a small stick that
wouldn’t fit in her hand. He got told to
find another and came back with a huge
stick that wouldn’t fit again. Their
M had to find a stick by herself and
ended up whipping both boys. Grandpa
was punished for trying to help his

brother.
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Grandma wasn’t a naughty child but she
could be stubborn. She was barely
whipped when she was a child. Mostly
she got pinched. Mayom, or Thai

. 1.
gooseberry, was a tree of choice in every

house for its versatility'. People ate its

fruits and used it leaves to sprinkle holy

water for auspiciousness. Its branch was

used to cane naughty and very

disobedient children. Mayom sticks

caused quite a painful and itchy

sensation. 2-3 mayom sticks would be

enough for punishing young children but
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older ones needed more. The young
children’ were so scared of mayom sticks.
Grandma wasn’t fond of mayom stick

either. It caused slightly painful and

itchy5 sensation but it wouldn’t leave scar

or bruises.
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Grandma said when someone did
something wrong they would be told to
find a mayom stick and give it to an adult
who would whip them with it. This would
usually be their parents. Grandma found
one short stick but got told that it wasn’t
enough and to find more. When the adults
picked the stick themselves, they would
choose ones that Mgh_t1 in their hands
and wouldn’t break when it struck. Some
children tried to run away when they
were about to be punished. That would
only incur them more hits. If they didn’t
run, they would be punished Iless.
Grandma cried every time she was hit

because she wasn’t a tough child. It was

better for children to sit very still” and be

punished without resistance’ when they

misbehaved.
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Teachers used rulers that were at hand' to
hit bad students who didn’t do homework
or talk too much in classroom. Some

teachers hung bamboo sticks on the wall
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to scare their students. Grandpa said the
youngest uncle was late for school often
so a teacher hit him with a ruler every
day. The teacher warned if he was late
again he would be hit with the bamboo
stick. His mother was very concerned for
him so she sewn a special cushion to put
in his pants. When he was hit in the
bottom, he laughed and cockily presented
his buttock to the teacher. The teacher
became suspicious and felt his pant and
realised there was a cushion inside so
decided to hit him on the calves instead.
The cushion couldn’t protect him. From
then on, the teacher punished the students

by hitting their calves for fear of

copycats.
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