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Abstract

This special research aims to study the protocols in translating royal terms and phrases
of reverence in the nonfiction biography, Four Sisters: The Lost Lives of the Romanov Grand
Duchesses by Helen Rappaport from English to Thai, with the purpose to devise a translation
that corresponds with the target text’s culture as well as achieving the effect that is closest to

the source text.

In this study, | apply the following theory, concepts, and approaches: Reil% and
Vermeer's Skopostheorie, the categories, features, and role of royal terms of reverence and the
usage of royal terms of reverence with royalties of other countries issued by Office of the Royal
Society, Winita Diteeyont’s guidelines in using royal terms of reverence in translated works, the
use of royal terms of reverence in historical novels and non-fiction about royal families, and the

study on hierarchy of Thai's, Russia’s, Britain’s, and Hesse and Rhine’s royal families.

It has been found that the theory, concepts, and approaches above could help find the
way to translate royal terms and phrases of reverence that was suitable to render the source
text. However, some of the words without equivalent royal terms of reverence in Thai cannot be
translated. Translators need to rely on using other royal terms of reverence with similar
meanings, finding other way of speaking, changing sentence structure to avoid using royal

terms of reverence, and using common words to solve this problem.
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‘What a joy it must be to have a sweet little wee child of one’s own’, she wrote in July to Ernie, who

now had a baby daughter, Elisabeth. (Page 30) (@BANNAN9B9AIN Correspondence, 5 July 1895, p.197.)
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...remark from British Ambassador’s daughter Meriel Buchanan, a great friend of Dmitri Pavlovich, in

her diary in August, which appears to be a response to the betrothal rumour:

| heard a rumour yesterday that a certain person is going to marry the Emperor’s eldest daughter. | can’'t quite believe

it considering all the high and mighty people who are panting to marry her. Of course she may have a coup de foudre
for him and insist on having her own way. (Page 172) (8A21181989a1N Meriel Buchanan journal, August

1912, f. 33.)
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In their day, these four princesses of the house of Hesse and by Rhine were considered by many to
be ‘the flowers of Queen Victoria’s flock of granddaughters’, celebrated for their beauty, intelligence and

charm. (Page 9) (famaNuan989ann Seawell, ‘Annual Visit p.324.)
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Queen Victoria was enormously relieved to hear the news: ‘At Carlisle got a telegram from Nicky
saying: “Darling Alix has just given birth to a lovely enormous little daughter, Olga. My joy is beyond words.

Mother & child doing well.” Am so thankful.” She was even more relieved... (Page 32)
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...but it still had not been born when Ella arrived from Moscow at the end of the month. She found
Alix looking ‘remarkably well thank God so much plumper in the face such a healthy complexion better than |
had seen for years’, she reported to Queen Victoria. She was concerned that the baby was ‘probably
immense’, but Alix was transformed — ‘full of fun quite like as a child & that dreadfully sad look which Papa’s

death had printed on her disappears in her constant smiles’. (Page 31)
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AatN9LIEY Outside in the hallway trunks and hampers still stood, half-packed with many more of the girls’

possessions — ready for that last journey, but never taken. (Page 6)
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Legend has it that it was through the central door in the semicircular hall that Catherine the Great had
first entered the palace in 1790, carrying her young grandson, the future Alexander |, when the palace that

she had ordered to be built, and later presented as a gift to him, was completed. (Page 7)
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Tsarevich
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Grand Duke and Grand
Duchess (children of the

Tsar)
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[1. Grand Duchess Olga
Nikolaevna

2. Grand Duchess Tatiana
Nikolaevna

3. Grand Duchess Maria
Nikolaevna

4. Grand Duchess Anastasia
Nikolaevna

5. Grand Duchess Olga
Alexandrovna]

6. Grand Duchess Elisabeth
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Prince and Princess
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Grand Duke and Grand
Duchess (grandchildren of
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T

[1. Grand Duke Dmitri
Pavlovich

2. Princess Militza (Milica) of
Montenegro (*through
marriage with Grand Duke
Peter Nikolaevich)

3. Princess Stana (Anastasia)

of Montenegro (*through




marriage with Grand Duke

Nikolai Nikolaevich)]
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[Princess Mariya
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o o 1% o‘d‘ o ) dl o a o ¥ ‘ﬂl A
loa. mi’mmiwnmuLmeLiﬂﬂmmﬁnﬂwnmﬂmﬂmngi‘umummummmqw uazuilald e lfiiu

o

wmsgulunisula Wildmliewiunnase Inathuuanisunainnszsaiinus weeinug uazmivde

. A o - Ay , = = s o o &
[5]']\7°'| NLNEINLTITINA V]iﬂﬂﬂl‘ﬁll'] ﬂﬂ']ﬂi?ﬂmr]ll @59\\11]'7L’ﬂquﬂ')u'ﬂLﬂuﬂquﬁ‘iﬂf]ﬂﬂﬂ\iaum\umquu

] dl v % a 1 o K ! 1R ¥ o a
dounifludanudneds iy aantiunn e QAANNEFN azldmsaanunfiag nazABanazudslyl

o - b b v 1 =2 dl a tdl
ATHAITNANNUDTURIENA EJJW\? HAZHINNATTNON Feazutlauarasuneluung «

NSLINWIAURITAL T el
NSLFWA NIZUNNUAZANNTENUY Aula
® | Nicholas Il Nicholas wiziAnillnaa
Nicky ann
the tsar NIZ&TF
o | Alexandra Feodorovna, the Empress | Alexandra NILUNALLANTUAT
of Russia Alix RNUNeANT
the tsaritsa ANAANTZINTH

the Empress (of Russia)

=3 aa 1 o =
ANLAANTEZTVTU (LIANTRALTE)

e | Grand Duchess Olga Nikolaevna

Olga

v a
’Wntlaand

Olga Nikolaevna

Wudslaann Alaaanun

« | Grand Duchess Tatiana Nikolaevna Tatiana L’%’m@dmtﬁﬂm
& | Grand Duchess Maria Nikolaevna Maria AnudlaanFe
Mashka Jain
5 | Grand Duchess Anastasia Nikolaevna | Anastasia L’éﬁw@d@zﬁ’@mﬂﬁﬂ
o = A o a
Nastasya or Nastya UARTENNTAURAREN
& | Tsarevich Alexey Nikolaevich Alexey Wtneazianie




&la

the tsarevich HNHIVINNIT
~ | Grand Duchess Elisabeth of Russia Grand Duchess Ella UNIUAATLTALAAAT
(Princess Elisabeth of Hesse and by Ella LNIUAATITALAAA
Rhine)
o | Maria Feodorovna, the Dowager Maria Feodorovna wezunannze wlalaseniun
Empress Grandmama AuLAatn
®o | Paul | Paul | wiziinlead o
®® | Princess Mariya Baryatinskaya Princess Mariya RNUMEJINTEN LnSenAuanIen
Baryatinskaya
ela | Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna Aunt Olga m@mmﬂ@m’ﬂ@@m
Grand Duchess Olga unsussTalaanInssnaan
Olga Alexandrovna unsuAnTEalaan azlandunsanin
Olga unsuAmTralaanInsrnaan
oa | Grand Duke Dmitri Paviovich Dmitri WNIUAREAANGT
Dmitri Paviovich wnsusneAnss TWiade
e« | Princess Militza (Milica) of Militza LANVINE AR
Montenegro
o& | Princess Stana (Anastasia) of Stana Lzﬂ"m@mmm
Montenegro
NFLFNTAIAURIDING 1
NILILI9A WIZUNNUAZANTENTIUY Aila
® | Queen Victoria Queen Victoria anfanIzaItunninnaie
ln | George V the king NIZUUNNFITE
Georgie q85a

[ [ L4
WTEINTINATRITFALAR 815‘14

NI IA NIZUNNUAZANTENAU Aula
® | Ernest Louis, Grand Duke of Hesse Ernie LLﬂﬁ‘uﬁmﬂmﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁ
and by Rhine
ln | Princess Alice of the United Kingdom | Alice LAVINART




&en

A1asUIEn1swl|

o

° | o o = o = ! o = =
®  Tsar WWUALINTRTAEE NYLWN King sluﬂ’]uL“lIiluLL@Z\‘ﬂuLLﬂ@m’]\i“] MnaafumaeATads A

Henlfansmne “an3” uaz “wezidngns” a3 iWuansinnuwivlununaeudinlddumnienig

a o & dl v L84 [ 74 v o 16) & o o 1] “ ¥ Ty
unanludumeiids Ndiulideya lidiuaougniiesaesnie dnldldsadnwd dou “wezidans
wuiuldivesndt lunuudarillifeadiusmasdfade 1y ansanvizeumannludefeinisinge
nINaNsENINAINIE e (Wenidn...) AUiLAW (@13)  §Rdeimenudasaaai manziluA v
nslfatneunsuanandn Wazduyaulnaninndi wazn1slangn “wszidn” vt wanean uEnezian-

LEUAKALNTALAL 48AARBINLNNTIET I TIANANINNGN

. ° ' o o = ] o A = ' QY o aa A
® Tsaritsa WUAWMNI9FAEE WEILLYN Queen ﬂ’]LV]?_I‘]_ILﬂﬂ\ﬂl&ﬂﬁi&f’ﬂ‘lﬂﬂ@'J‘LAIVIEQGL‘IIWVN WISV 117D

o

ANAANTZINTH  ERAEAan A9 “anifiansea T

' o

® The Empress willay the tsaritsa waillunimdinge A nefianudlasiian “anawssdil” usfade

1
=

N9l aiinazialinnaNduan 11e9ann Tsaritsa wUadn “@NaansesnTil’ wazluiie
=S e a o [~ % v o 1 [~ aa = o
PNILDINTZRIAAEINNY ARBI AT “AHLAANTZINTN” IHauiY

® Queen luiuninszeasAna A8 Queen Victoria Bl Queen Regnant (N34A389s1 T8 A28 @950

1
a

& 1 1 . = o n:ll v a A =3 aal
wizasdied Wldnszaenaed King) lunminalAnlndipesngnne aubanssusnea WAA9N
9§ 1o \ o o a ~ o P = A
“j930” Ti 10 AU ARUsEnA ANNNENN132891 TR RE R UNNUNIUIEIULNT 1© AanAaLie
“AULAANIZINTHIND » Gaiflusiten 1 ulasumsaes Queen Victoria @mummma‘lum'am\m
® King lusundiunAnunidaiinssasdinenituiu Ae George V  @anldiA19n “wszavnnstsae”
. ° ' o o = ' . ° oA = = -
® Tsarevich WuALUITR95AEe HBILWIN Crown prince  AnumiReLLAEaT9 e Aa “NNNTITNHT
o | Ay iAo I = \ vad o o o '
o pnuubnldiAuuaisuAsslun1m e Wy Grand Duchess wae Grand Duke MasviuAnwsiwuugng
=
LAEIN
e pnunbaniAula 1w Princess 142aula

o naaanszunyinglidldnwszaFinuiin 1w Nicholas, Alexandra i@ unsautatieans s umNs L iy

(2
o

1§ Weasannelne azlisennszunmduneias Inglaifianiuih Assieainaimiin Al

v | a o a v sy o o v v ot . Y a o
© NI AR NI NN NI /NI T I AT TG “WeTLAN...” 111 Nicholas = Wazidfilada
Paul | = Wezidnlean o
aad A = v o o £ 1 ” dJ o = o/ o 1
- NeEsTvEens s TTun WAt ntingn “wezuns. . dadusiFanlusneraians idunnenis
Al v a P o A \ A o o - P
FNUULA AN AN NS uasniade s 1y “Wesunan T desauums” azlian

Alexandra = WILUNAZLANTUATYT Maria Feodorovna = WIZINNI Gﬂ wmilalaganun



o 1 ‘ﬂl ﬂldl o 1 o o £ 1 a o 1 a dl
- Anudsdue e A wdaduAntimiin iy Ella AR1umids o8 asusiiamsnisalluizes 1u Grand
Duchess filiA1tutingzunt unsusssiaieast Dmitr ¢ luA1UMe Grand Duke wiadn

wnsuRAgAANss  Militza agludnums princess wiladn W udjeian

P2
o aa

#niiu  Grand Duchess Mandusiaen1eezes wazidnaeezianiael 1iedann
= i ] [l ng/l A 1 Yo Y o ° v !
o Hnseennsznulnelildnszamegiesnia visaanananlidiunuazaaesiaan nsldaiiindiid
“unsuAATIEa” NATAzinliunilasqgaiienn
a & o al rdl a Y a o a g o o d’l dl v A
b Hunsudnmadlaaniannszesddadunsenilygireamsuidniilada uazfldudrAnyluilaizes o114
ANTIIMTNIZUNGN "UNSuAATLTA” isAesnszass anavinliiienuinranduaulidnfindsmaneta

NILRIA MU

o

2 ¥ v a a Y a dl
o FAANNNTIRUADTUSEINULYN (Wi‘ﬁiﬁﬁ’ﬁl’ﬂ\‘iW?SL@’ﬁﬂﬂ AN o)

v v
v a o o

Y = v o o v d'd' o I % a d' = v
Aatiu EadeagliAn1intin Grand Duchess via@nLusalandn “RNe” iy @9lunstiaetdizng

AvLANESTAE WAL A

o winszumsngldtes uwsinnsliAdn “ungaanunsezanie” na3e Adgenafinll
o Ae9NNTEivanNIusANTNe (W9X1aTaINILANRIARAN 1)

o Hesansaunitiumnudunusluasaunia  WaldAiimtindn “BBmd)e” 413U Grand Duchess

M98 finagld “18nane” iy Alexey aaiunszayandiog el liRnAuANAY

Awanspuiuasend 1w Grandmama uaz Aunt Olga wilalasdsdieyaluiinde “Aneqiiasiu

o o v a

AW L lunene” W srmdmiiatumaidinean . uazineteaInneeaainus westinug

v |
o

wazmivdaneniumawd ngluduusnfiesginiindesumiiesyarafiu ienmuaaiEen

- = 2 a Ay a o c - a
- Grandmama A8 WezuanEe lalnseWu) TUANABANMINANNITWIALNISN MNiEy
anduiunszanandnaazegluanduidindien (wsgsanlunszamnesie UsegRusingy-
o a ' o T Aa o ¥ o o‘d‘ [ | = &
SATNINE) WA TUN1EUAY NITIARNENANTATLNIZABLANTUIADI a0 UvieFaiTe  Hn1sdine

4 =2 o 1 A 3 aa @ = o o tﬁl
$199A AANEARINANUN UL AD “AUIAANTZINTN” LAY “ANIAANTEINTTUL ANNAAL T

a

° o d’ v a o o 1 <, ﬂl v dl U “ o d’
mmamﬂmmqummmm “duLpa WWNNQ“L&VL"II"II@ o V17N ANINIZINT A TANTEIT-

aa

a al d‘ < aa < d‘a % %
ﬁﬂ’W]NLiEIﬂWi‘Zﬁ"W]N’W?ﬁ’W]Lﬂu@ﬂLﬂ@Wﬁ‘:ﬁUﬁ‘Nﬁ‘Tﬁuuqﬂ QANAANTEUTHNTT (VlﬁJvLﬂLﬂuL@']'ﬁq

v '
o o

M o | a | < 1 a 1
duianAsueilszg) 91 “anfaud " Al lanszanalasansyagsanseFannezasAan
“GUIAAN" LA NI TAANARRINTIFTUNNIZBIAIN “ANLAAEN”

- Aunt Olga g unsusrmizaleani aziandunaseriun wezniluginszedianlunszdniilads

o o oda yve s o E oy oy & -
mnaduduiineulilude o nesegluduiauwindihduyanseuen (duen)

T s iuAnedn, PTIEN AU T URREA07Y, WNNASIT o (NN S TUUTRLANY, ngee), N b



&&

saufinganIuszydn “wnidunamsaBannsvlssgsananiduindnduen avszyauans

° 1 ' | '

ANNITTLATATYIATINEANIN “YAaNTeunan” 1 Yanseunant] yanseuanna NanseutaNga

' ' 2 v o 3 v o & = a
nansyudani Yanszuslonen™ Al Aunt Olga Teilavudiiusiunselnaan (@1§ueda)

% a d' r-:ll o r—'ll o a =4 " 1 »
‘ll'l’NL@Wﬂmﬂ@Wi‘%@ﬂﬂ‘l’lLﬂuﬁnL’l’]ﬂ“ll@\?Li‘@ﬂ ANEFENNIZasARYFadLll ‘m@mmmmmi@@m

o

NITUINAAD a1130uUaTAs NANENUTNG “NITid” 11 “NIL@NTENA” WUz uINa L6 Aefiad

o

wariudninszunnlinge) new Tngenasestfunlaauliivmnzaniutsunanaiaiaulasss

= o o

o = ! o | Ao o Wy
FRTUIENHNTEWININ Olga WA LNAIUNAANIEHADINTZRIA VL@LLﬂ

©. NIZBANNILBIA IALBINTZANTIARE

. WeLnilEgINszeAlanTeanssliillnda

L4

uanaNagesnsresAainssinuimeiuugs danssetluadugiunsdnanenniu 146
o v A o A AiJ :; o=l o o &
Wnlimileuriupe Grand Duchess  erivgasnszasAnauduiuiiduet-nau

dl ¥ o ° v k2 1 ¥ a & o
wanannades il ldAiuiinszunuees Olga QLﬂwmum “LIULNT LN “INTUAATLITR”

=)

arfaariuauduaunanlinannliuariy ilananalis Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna §iluan

o

fabaslifidnauiian el ummuiuiidnedonezasdl e lifannaintium
Tuumusseng dsngnssuinuazA@en Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna P « A0
15w Aunt Olga, Grand Duchess Olga, Olga Alexandrovna L@z Olga
Aunt Olga waz Olga Alexandrovna fu”l,aiﬁﬂm;m anALlad N3N L IRIUAG M8
W3zaIA LI Usl Grand Duchess Olga waz Olga M nuadn “wnsuddmiraleann” e fa1uenaay

o o a Y a v Yy va o K 1o 1. a w o ¥ = = "
m_|muﬂ‘uwixﬁmmmwamm‘lﬁﬂmim ﬁ;lj"l@il@\'isl@ﬂﬂ’] wa:ﬂmm FAANIENTEUIN TIUNTEIDN HBN

v o
o o

- % N v A o ~ P A o o | = ado gy \
NI “EquLﬂu'm IﬂﬂiﬂLLUQV]']\?@'Wﬂﬂq?LL‘]JZ‘W]@%W'Jquumﬂmﬂﬂmxﬂj@@jﬂmqﬂﬂ@W]El']ﬂ‘UWﬂ EﬁQQﬁWqSLMV]?']UQ']

|
1 1 % =

Adsnanedeauli dnazszyAndn “ne” sadinede

o

A o :// d‘ a o d‘ o %
adaulasunyauian mmq%mmmqmw}muum%

2 4[‘ a o
LTANLALIANY



ALUNAURLIU UNLia

LasAIasUIEN1sLU |



AURLIL

unwila

[su"el

Page 31-33

Nicholas and Alexandra were both convinced their
baby would arrive around the middle of October but it still
had not been born when Ella arrived from Moscow at the
end of the month. She found Alix looking ‘remarkably well

thank God so much plumper in the face such a healthy

complexion better than | had seen for years’, she reported

to Queen Victoria. She was concerned that the baby was

‘probably immense’, but Alix was transformed — ‘full of fun
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death had printed on her disappears in her constant

smiles’.
Nicholas was keeping careful watch over his wife:

‘the “babe” has sunk lower and makes her very

uncomfortable, the poor dear!’ he told his mother. So

preoccupied was he with its imminent arrival, that he
hoped his ministers would not ‘swamp’ him with work when
the time came. Anticipating a son, he and Alexandra had
already decided on the name Paul. Maria Feodorovna,
however, was not at all keen on it, because of its
associations with Paul |, who had been murdered, but she
was anxious to be there when labour began. ‘Iti

understood, isn't it, that you will let me know as soon as the
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and shall not be a nuisance, except perhaps by acting as
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policeman, to keep everybody else well away.’

The baby'’s size and position were causing
Alexandra such terrible pain in her back and legs that she
was now forced to lie in bed or on the sofa for much of the

time. ‘Baby won't come — it is at the door but has not yet

wished to appear & | do so terribly long for it’, she told

Ernie. Dr Ott was now staying overnight and Madame
Gunst had been there for the past two weeks. With no news
emanating from official sources about the progress of the
Empress of Russia’s pregnancy, rumour abroad was rife,
just as it had been in the run-up to her marriage. The
gossip prompted a firm rebuttal in the British press, based

on ‘well-informed quarters in Darmstadt and Berlin’:

With reference to certain disquieting rumours which have
been circulated respecting the health of the Empress of Russia, and
the statement that some other physicians will be called in, a St
Petersburg correspondent says that Her Imperial Majesty, according
to the declaration of her medical adviser, is going on as well as
possible, and that she neither needs nor desires any extraneous
assistance.

At around 1 o’clock in the morning of 3 November,
Alexandra finally went into labour. Ella was joined by Maria

Feodorovna, and together, as Ella reported to Queen

Victoria, they ‘gently rubbed her back & legs which

relieved her'. Alexandra was grateful for their presence and
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that of her husband too, for her labour lasted twenty hours,
during which Nicholas was frequently in tears and his
mother often on her knees in prayer. Finally, at 9 p.m. ‘we

heard a child’s squeal, and all heaved a sigh of relief’, as

Nicholas recalled.

It was not, however, the longed-for boy, but a girl,
and Ella’s apprehensions had been correct: ‘The Baby was

colossal but she was so brave & patient & Minny [Maria

Feodorovna] a great comfort encouraging her.’ The baby

girl weighed 10 pounds (4.5 kg); it had required the
combined skill of Ott and Gunst to deliver her, an
episiotomy and forceps having been necessary, with the
help of chloroform. It was, Nicholas wrote in his diary, ‘A

day | will remember for ever’, but he had ‘suffered a very

great deal’ at the sight of his wife in the agonies of labour.
His baby daughter, whom he and Alexandra named Olga,
seemed so robust that he remarked that she didn’t look like
a newborn at all.

Queen Victoria was enormously relieved to hear

the news: ‘At Carlisle got a telegram from Nicky saying:

“Darling Alix has just given birth to a lovely enormous little
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daughter, Olga. My joy is beyond words. Mother & child

doing well.” Am so thankful.” She was even more relieved

to hear from Ella that ‘The joy of having their baby has

never one moment let them regret little Olga being a girl’.

Indeed Nicholas was quick to emphasize his and
Alexandra’s joy, in a story later widely circulated in the
press. Upon being congratulated by the court chamberlain

he is said to have remarked, ‘I am glad that our child is a
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airl. Had it been a boy he would have belonged to the

people, being a girl she belongs to us.’ They were, quite

simply, besotted. ‘They are so proud of themselves & each

other & the baby that they think nothing could be more
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perfect’, wrote the wife of a British diplomat. ‘For us there is

no question of sex,” Alexandra asserted, ‘our child is simply
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a gift from God.” She and Nicholas were quick to reward
the skills of Dr Ott and Madame Gunst in the safe delivery
of their daughter: Ott was appointed leib-akusher to the
imperial court and presented with a jewelled snuffbox of
gold and diamonds and an honorarium of 10,000 roubles
(as he would be for delivering all the Romanov children);

Evgeniya Gunst received around 3,000 roubles each time.
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Page 46-47
President Faure was not the only person to be
smitten with the two little sisters: everyone found them the

most sweet and winning children. ‘Our little daughters are

growing, and turning into delightful happy little girls’,

Nicholas told his mother that November. ‘Olga talks the

same in Russian and in English and adores her little sister.
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Tatiana seems to us, understandably, a very beautiful

child, her eyes have become dark and large. She is always
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happy and only cries once a day without fail, after her bath
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when they feed her.” Many were already beginning to note

Olga’s precocious and friendly manner, amoung them
Princess Mariya Baryatinskaya who was invited to Tsarskoe
Selo to meet the tsaritsa by her niece and namesake, who
was a lady-in-waiting:

She had her little Olga by her side, who, when she saw me,

said, ‘What are you?’ in English, and | said, ‘Il am Princess

Baryatinsky!” ‘Oh but you can't be,” she replied, ‘we’ve got one

already!’ The little lady regarded me with an air of great

astonishment, then, pressing close to her mother’s side, she adjusted
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her shoes, which | could see were new ones. ‘New shoes,’ she said.

v o 4o @ oy y o v
N3z39A1 NIfindnanszLasdutiudug lusiliidinn ‘saadinlug

‘You like them?’ — this in English.

Everyone remarked on Alexandra’s relaxed
manner in the privacy of their home with her children, but
by November she was feeling very sick again, could not
eat and was losing weight. Maria Feodorovna was swift to

offer her own homespun medical advice:

She ought to try eating raw ham in bed in the morning

before breakfast. It really does help against nausea ... She must eat
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often, say every other hour, until her appetite comes back. It is your
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duty, my dear Nicky, to watch over her and to look after her in every
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doesn’t go out in the garden in shoes. That is very bad for her.
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Page 89-95

After the summer sojourn at Peterhof, life at
Tsarskoe Selo in the autumn returned to its set routine.
Nicholas was up long before his wife in the morning, her ill
health often preventing her from getting up till after 9. The
children meanwhile ate breakfast in the upstairs nursery
and had the plain food so beloved of English families —
porridge, bread and butter, milk and honey. Nicholas
occasionally joined them before heading off to his study for
meetings with ministers. Once they reached 8-10 years old
the girls were considered well behaved enough to join their
parents at the adult table downstairs. Lunch, when guests
or members of the entourage often joined them, was
always simple. With the children back at their lessons
Alexandra would spend the afternoons at her needlework,
or painting and writing letters till afternoon tea at around
five in the mauve boudoir, where she liked to have Nicky to
herself if she could and the children only came by
invitation, in their best frocks — though they could always

come to her at any time if there was a particular reason.
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Family supper, when the children were older, was usually
very modest, after which the evenings were spent with
more sewing, board and card games till bedtime, with
Nicholas often reading aloud to them all. No one ever saw
the girls idle or bored for Alexandra ensured that they were
never at a loss for something to do. When she had to be
apart from them on official duties with Nicholas, she sent

them little admonitory notes: ‘Be sure to be very good and

remember, elbows off the table, sit straight and eat your

meat nicely.” She expected notes back from them —
however brief. A typical response to ‘Maman’ from Tatiana
in 1905 in her best and neatest handwriting went as

follows:

J'aime maman, qui promet et qui donne

Tant de baisers a son enfant,

E si doucement lui pardonne

Toutes les fois qu'il est méchant.

The most notable aspect of the tsar's home life
when details of it made their way into the western press
was how simple and uneventful it was. People seemed

surprised that the four sisters enjoyed ‘only the healthy
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pleasures of ordinary children’. Reporters were impressed
by the Englishness of their upbringing, with lessons
interspersed with lots of fresh air and exercise, all planned
in advance to a fix schedule. During the morning break
between lessons at around eleven, Alexandra would often
walk or drive out in the park with the children and one of
her ladies — usually her now honorary lady-in-waiting
Baroness Buxhoeveden, whom they all called Iza, or Trina
Schneider. In winter she and the children would often go
out in a large four-seater sledge. At such times little
Anastasia, already an irrepressible clown, would ‘slip down
under the thick bear-rug ... and sit, clucking like a hen or
barking like a dog’, imitating Aera, Alexandra’s nasty little
dog that was noted for biting people’s ankles. Sometimes
the girls would sing as the sledge rolled along, ‘the
Empress giving the key-note’ to which from under the bear

rug Anastasia would offer up an accompanying ‘boom

boom, boom’, asserting ‘I'm a piano.’

The Romanov girls were seldom ostentatiously
dressed and even on the coldest days they were never
‘muffled up in the prevailing fashion’, so the Daily Mirror
told its readers, ‘as the Tsarina has quite British ideas on
the subject of hygiene’. With Anastasia now four, Alexandra
began dressing the girls in their own informal ‘uniform’ of

matching colours, as two identifiable couples — the ‘Big
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Pair’ and the ‘Little Pair’ as she called them — a shorthand
which, however affectionate the intention, marked the
beginning of a family habit of referring to the girls
collectively rather than as individuals. The big pair and the
little pair each shared a room, where they slept on simple,
narrow nickel campbeds (of the portable kind used by the
army; a vestige of Nicholas’s own Spartan childhood). They
took cold baths in the morning and were allowed warm
ones in the evening. The older girls dressed themselves
and Alexandra expected them to make their own beds and
tidy their rooms. The streak of Lutheran puritanism in her
ensured that their clothes and shoes were handed down
from one the next. ‘The toy cupboards of the imperial
nurseries do not contain the host of expensive playthings
deemed indispensable in so many middle-class
households’, observed the Daily Mail, indeed ‘the splendid
dolls sent by Queen Victoria to her great-great-
grandchildren are only brought out on high days and
holidays.’

Most notable to foreign observers was the degree
of access that the children had to their mother and father.
Despite his heavy workload Nicholas, from the first, had
tried to be back from his study in the evening to see the
latest baby having its bath and he always found time to

play with or read to them in the evenings. Both parents set
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their children high moral standards; Alexandra was
inspired by the popular American Presbyterian minister,
James Russell Miller, whose homiletic pamphlets such as
Secrets of Happy Home Life (1894) and The Wedded Life
(1886) sold in their millions. She noted down many
quotations from Miller on the joys of married life, on
children as ‘God’s ideal of completeness’, and on parental
responsibility for the formation of their characters within a

Christian and loving home. ‘May God help us to give them

a good and sound education and make them above all

brave little Christian soldiers fighting for our saviour’, she

told her old friend Bishop Boyd Carpenter in 1902.

In 1905, approaching her tenth birthday, Olga
already had an inherent awareness of her position as the
eldest and loved giving a military salute to soldiers
standing on guard as she passed by. Until Alexey was
born people had often greeted her as their ‘little empress’
and Alexandra underlined this by demanding that her
ladies kiss Olga’s hand rather than offer more impulsive
expressions of affection. Although she could be boisterous
with her sisters, Olga already had a serious side. There
was an earnestness and integrity about her that would

have served her well, had it come to it, as a future tsaritsa.
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From the start Alexandra invested a level of responsibility in
Olga, constantly reminding her of this in little notes: ‘Mama

kisses her girly tenderly and prays that God may help her

to be always a good loving Christian child. Show kindness
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to all, be gentle and loving, then all will love you’, she wrote

in1905.

It was clear to Margaretta Eagar that from a very
young age Olga had inherited her mother’s and her
grandmother Alice’s altruistic spirit. She was highly
sensitive to the plight of others less fortunate than herself;
driving in St Petersburg one day she had seen a policeman
arrest a woman for being drunk and disorderly and had
begged Margaretta that she be let off; the sight of poor
peasants falling on their knees by the roadside in Poland
as they passed in their carriage also unsettled her and she

wanted Margaretta to ‘tell them not to do it’. Not long after

Christmas one year when they were out driving, she had
seen a little girl crying in the road. “*Look,” she exclaimed,

in great excitement; “Santa Claus could not have known
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where she lived”; and she had immediately thrown the doll

she had with her out of the carriage, shouting “Don’t cry,
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little girl; here’s a doll for you.”

Olga was curious and full of questions. Once

when a nursemaid reprimanded her for her grumpiness,
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saying that she had ‘got out of bed on the wrong foot', the

following morning Olga had pertly asked which was ‘the

right foot to get out with’ so that the ‘bad foot won't be able
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to make me naughty today’. Cranky, scornful and difficult

she certainly could be, especially during puberty, and her
flashes of anger revealed a dark side that she sometimes
found difficult to control, but Olga also was a dreamer.
During a game of I-spy with the children Alexandra had

noticed that ‘Olga always thinks of the sun, clouds, sky,

rain or something belonging to the heavens, explaining to
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me that it makes her so happy to think of that'. In 1903 at

the age of eight she made her first confession, and soon
after her cousin’s tragic death that same year developed a
fascination with heaven and the afterlife. ‘Cousin Ella

knows, she is in heaven sitting down and talking to God,
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and He is telling her how He did it and why’, she insisted to

Margaretta Eagar when once discussing the plight of a
blind woman.

Tatiana at eight years old was pale-skinned,
slender and with darker, auburn hair, and eyes rather
greyer than the sea-blue of her sisters. She was already
arrestingly beautiful, ‘the living replica of her beautiful
mother’, with a naturally imperious look enhanced by her
fine bones and tilted-up eyes. On the surface she seemed

an extraordinarily self-possessed young girl, but she was in
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fact emotionally cautious and reserved, like her mother.
She was never hostage to her temperament as Olga
sometimes could be and unlike Olga — who had a volatile
relationship with their mother as she grew older — Tatiana
was unquestioningly devoted; it was she in whom
Alexandra always confided. She was the most polite and
deferential at table with adults and proved to be a natural-
born organizer with a methodical mind and a down-to-earth
manner that her sisters could not match. No wonder her
sisters called her ‘the governess’. Whereas Olga was
musical and played the piano beautifully, Tatiana was a
gifted needlewoman like her mother. She too was deeply
altruistic and sensitive to what others did for her. On once
discovering that her nursemaid and Miss Eagar were paid
for their services because they had no money of their own
and needed to earn a living, she came to Eagar’s bed the
next morning and got in and cuddled her, saying ‘Anyway

you are not paid for this.’

The third sister, Maria, was a shy child who
suffered later from being piggy in the middle between her
two older sisters and her younger siblings. Her mother may
have coupled her with Anastasia as the ‘little pair’ but as

time went on Maria occasionally found herself adrift from
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Anastasia and Alexey — the more natural little pair — and
she sometimes felt that she did not get the love and
attention she craved. Her strong physique made her seem
rather ungainly and she had a reputation for clumsiness
and boisterousness. Yet for many who knew the family,
Maria was by far the prettiest, with her peaches-and-cream
complexion, her rich brown hair and an earthy Russian
quality not possessed by any of the other children;
everyone remarked on her eyes that shone ‘like lanterns’
and her warm smile. She was not especially bright but had
a real gift for painting and drawing. Mashka, as her sisters
often called her, was the least affected by any sense of her
station. She ‘would shake hands with any palace attendant
or servant, or exchange kisses with chambermaids or
peasant women whom she happened to meet. If a servant
dropped something, she would hurry to help her pick it up.’
Once when watching a regiment march past below her
window at the Winter Palace she exclaimed, ‘Oh! | love

these dear soldiers; | should like to kiss them alll’ Of all the

sisters she was the most open-hearted and sincere and
she was always extremely deferential towards her parents.
Margaretta Eagar felt that she was Nicholas’s favourite and
that he was touched by her natural affection. When she
once sheepishly admitted to stealing a forbidden biscuit

from a plate at teatime he was relieved for he had been
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‘always afraid of the wings growing’. It had made him ‘glad

to see she is only a human child’.

Having such a compliant personality, it was
perhaps inevitable that Maria would be completely in thrall
to the dominating personality of her younger sister
Anastasia, for the youngest Romanov daughter was a force
of nature to whose presence it was impossible to remain
indifferent. Even at four years old she was ‘a very sturdy
litle monkey, and afraid of nothing’. Of all the children,
Nastasya or Nastya as they called her, was the least
Russian in looks. She had dark blonde hair like Olga and
her father’s blue eyes but her features was very much like
those of her mother’'s Hesse family. She was not shy like
her sisters either, in fact was extremely forthright, even with
adults. She may have been the youngest of the four but
was always the one who commanded the most attention.
She had the great gift of humour and ‘knew how to
straighten out wrinkles on anybody’s brow’. One day,
shortly after Alexey was born, Margaretta caught Anastasia
eating peas with her fingers: ‘I reproved her, saying

seriously, “Even the new baby does not eat peas with his

fingers.” She looked up and said, “’es him does — him eats

them with him’s foots too!™ Anastasia balked at doing
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anything she was told; if ordered not to climb on things she
did precisely that. When told not to eat apples gathered in
the orchard to be baked for nursery supper she
deliberately gorged herself and when reprimanded was

unrepentant: ‘You don’t know how good that apple was that

| had in the garden’, she told Margaretta teasingly. It took a

total ban from the orchard for a week before Anastasia
finally promised she would not eat anymore.

Everything with Anastasia was a battle of wills.
She was an impossible pupil; distracted, inattentive, always
eager to be doing anything other than sit still, yet despite
not being academically bright she had an instinctive gift for
dealing with people. When punished for bad behaviour she
always took it on the chin: ‘she could sit down and count
the cost of any action she wished to perform, and take the
punishment “like a soldier”, as Margaretta recalled. But
this never stopped her from being the major instigator of
naughtiness, and she got away with far more than her
sisters. At times, as she got bigger, she could be rough
and even spiteful when playing with other children,
scratching and pulling hair, leading to complaints from
cousins when they visited that she was ‘nasty to the point

of being evil’ when things didn’t go her own way.
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Page 102-104

The long dark days were further enlivened that
winter by regular visits from their Aunt Olga, Nicholas’s
younger sister. Every Saturday she would take the train out
to Tsarskoe Selo from her home in St Petersburg. ‘I think |

can say that they were awfully pleased when | visited them

and brought some change into their daily lives’, she later

remarked. ‘The first thing | did was to run upstairs to the

nursery where | generally found Olga and Tatiana finishing

W1 oola-ood
[ | o = :// v Aaa A d”
TuduiniauareW g YU TUUNAUNTIN TN T
o : y s o~ d -
Wayanszulenanlaanizesdnmeidimvds sadunseniingnlu
v a o I3 ~ o o & 'S
nezidnilag wfAangeddulszan Ynduans neresdas
wanalagsn angsandanas ilaandsresnszaes lungemus-

wadaiin ‘dudrdunanlidinaiu alasnmaeiiunaidulyl

Wesnasnn Witamlsrandureanananasuilagliting

v
=

NILAIAMTA MAIANFAANT  ‘BtiausnNauniAadstuiilalilfiag

win TedaulunifaziaalaanidumFEEURGANANUN 8L

their last lesson before lunch ... If | arrived before the

professors had finished the morning’s work, they would be
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just as delighted to be interrupted as | had once been.’ At

1 o’clock they would ‘rush down the staircase leading from

duannew  wande ey ussadnudieay Tulsasiiuvlnein

the nursery to their mother’s room’, after which they would

all have lunch, and then sit and chat and sew in the mauve
boudoir. A walk in the Alexander Park would follow; after
changing out of their coats and boots Olga and the girls
would often indulge in a spate of high jinks on the stairs.
The light would be turned off as they descended and

‘someone would lie down on one of the steps and when |
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trod on her she would grab me by the ankle and tickle me
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or think of other tricks. There was much laughter and

screaming as we all rolled down to the bottom of the stairs
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in a heap — knocking our heads against the bannister on

the way.’
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Over the years the girls would become closer to
Aunt Olga than any of their other female relatives; she was
like an older sister and frequently filled the breach when
their mother was ill, accompanying them to public

functions. ‘Someone had to be there to ensure that the

children behaved properly, stood up when necessary and
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was to look out for’, she later recalled. ‘In the end. it was
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taken for granted that | always had to come along wherever

they went.” Olga was closest to her eldest niece and
namesake, who was only thirteen years younger than she.

‘She resembled me in character, and that was perhaps

why we understood each other so well.” But as time went

on she could not disguise her special affection for the
seductively engaging Anastasia, whom she nicknamed
Shvybzik (a German colloguialism meaning ‘little mischief’)
in recognition of her incorrigible behaviour. The child had
such courage, such a fierce love of life, and embraced
everything as a great adventure; Olga had no doubt that of
the four she was the most intelligent.

Those Saturday games with their aunt were a time

to be treasured: ‘this was how we appeared at the tea table

every Saturday afternoon, happy, laughing and squabbling
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Aunt Olga would stay till bedtime, after which she travelled
back to St Petersburg. At the end of that year, she
persuaded Nicholas and Alexandra to allow her to stay the
night and take the girls back with her the following morning
for the days. Here after lunch with Grandmama, Maria
Feodorovna, at the Anichkov Palace — where even
Anastasia would be on her best behaviour — they would
then go to Aunt Olga’s to meet their favourite officers from
the entourage, have tea, play games, enjoy music —and
dance — before one of the ladies-in-waiting would come

from Tsarskoe Selo to take them back home.

In later life Olga Alexandrovna reflected on those
happy ‘red-letter Sundays’ with her nieces before the war.
The extraordinary closeness and self-sufficiency that was
the mark of the four Romanov sisters persisted, as too their
touchingly childlike innocence about the world. But it was a
strange hothouse atmosphere in which to grow up. ‘My

nieces did not have any playmates,” Grand Duchess Olga

wistfully observed, ‘but they had each other, and probably

did not miss them.’
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Over in England, although it was four years since she had
left her post, Margaretta Eagar had not forgotten her former
charges. Now living in straitened circumstances, running a
boarding house in Holland Park, she still wrote to the girls
from time to time and sent gifts on their birthdays. But
sitting in her drawing room, as she often did, gazing at the
many treasured photographs in silver frames that she had
of them, she was pinning for news. Margaretta hated the
London fogs; her life, she told Mariya Geringer, was
‘horrible ... | wish | were returning to Russia. | do not think |
shall ever be happy in this country.” Sending Tatiana
birthday wishes in June 1908, she wistfully commented: |

suppose you still have cakes and almond Toffee. How

good they used to bel’

No doubt the girls were missing her too, for since
Margaretta’s departure at the end of 1904, the absence of
a governess’s discipline had begun to have a detrimental
effect. With so much natural energy and a huge curiosity
about the world, the girls were increasingly boisterous.
Alexandra was often too busy or indisposed to supervised
her daughters herself, leaving them under the supervision
of Trina Schneider. Modest and devoted Trina might be but
she was clearly feeling the strain, as too was the girls’
exasperated general nursemaid, Mariya Vishnyakova, to

whom they gave the constant run-around.
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In March 1907, therefore, Alexandra made the
decision to appoint Sofya Tyutcheva — who had served as
a lady-in-waiting at Peterhof the previous summer — as
maid of honour-cum-governess to the girls, with
responsibility for helping them prepare their lessons and
chaperoning them on walks and other excursions. Sofya
came on the recommendation of Grand Duchess Ella, and
had an old-school pedigree, as granddaughter of the
famous Russian poet Feodor Tyutchev. She also had a
strong conservative streak. She was a stickler for good
behaviour and took her role very seriously, but it was a

challenge: the girls ‘wouldn’t listen and tried every which
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way to test my patience’, she recalled. She appealed to

Olga: You have an influence over your sisters, you're the
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eldest and can persuade them to listen to me and not play
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up so much.’ ‘Oh no,’” Olga had replied, ‘then | would

always have to behave myself, and that’s impossible!’

Sofya could not help thinking Olga was right, that it was
hard for one so young to have to be forever setting an
example to her siblings, though she later overheard her
reprimanding Anastasia for her mischievous behaviour by

saying ‘Stop it, or Savanna [Tyutcheva’s pet name] will

leave, and then it will be even worse for us!’
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Page 119-122

By now, the children had come to enjoy visits from
their ‘friend’ Grigory as a welcome diversion from their
mother’s sickbed. He played with them and let them ride
round the room on his back; he told them Russian folk tales
and talked to them about God in a way that seemed
entirely natural. He was clearly playing a key role as the
girls’ moral guardian and kept in regular touch with them,
sending telegrams such as one received in February in
which he thanked them for remembering him, ‘for your

sweet words, for your pure heart and your love for the

people of God. Love the whole of God’s nature, the whole
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of His creation in particular this earth.” On 29 March 1909

he arrived unexpectedly on a visit, which delighted all the

children. ‘I'm glad you had him so long to yourselves’,

Alexandra told Olga from her sickbed. In June, at Peterhof,
young Olga sent a note to her father, who was away on a

visit to the King of Sweden: ‘My dear kind Papa. Today the

weather is lovely, it's very warm. The little ones [Anastasia

and Alexey] are running around barefoot. Grigoriy is

coming to see us this evening. We are all so very happy

that we will see him again.’

Despite her misgivings about the man himself,

Olga Alexandrovna always refuted any suggestion of
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impropriety by Rasputin towards her nieces: ‘| know what

their upbringing was down to the tiniest detail. The least
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sign of what is known as “freshness” on Rasputin’s part

would have dumbfounded them! None of it never

happened. The girls were always glad to see him because
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they knew how greatly he helped their little brother.’

Nevertheless, Alexandra continued to worry about the
derogatory gossip in circulation about Rasputin. Although
the charge of heresy had been abandoned as unproven,
other accusations had followed and Stolypin (unmoved by
Rasputin’s bedside manner in 1906) now had him under
police investigation. St Petersburg was rife with talk of
Rasputin’s disreputable drunken behaviour, his sexual
exploits and the dubious company he kept. Even the faith
of his erstwhile supporters Militza and Stana had waned,
particularly now that Anna Vyrubova — whom they despised
— had gained privileged access to him, supplanting them
as the link between Rasputin and the throne. The
Montenegrin sisters began actively trying to dissuade
Nicholas and Alexandra from having any further dealings
with Rasputin, whom they now looked upon as a ‘devil’. As
a result, the close relationship they had until now enjoyed
with the imperial family disintegrated. The imperial couple
refused to be influenced by the gossip and doggedly clung

to their own perception of Grigory as a true friend, despite
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his obvious faults — to which they were far from oblivious.
The true reason for their friendship and their increasing
dependency — Alexey’s haemophilia — ‘was kept a strict
secret and it bound the participants still closer to one
another, separating them still further from the rest of the
world’.

By the end of 1909 Alexandra was seeking regular
spiritual advice from Grigory and meeting him at Anna
Vyrubova’s house. Such was her trust in him that she was
making unguarded and potentially compromising remarks

in letters to him such as ‘I wish only one thing: to fall

asleep, fall asleep for ages on your shoulders, in your

embrace’, a comment which would later be seized on by
her enemies and used against her. The girls too were
writing regular notes, Thanking Grigory for his help, eager
to see him again and asking his advice. Now at a highly
impressionable age, Olga, in her isolation from other more
suitable mentors, looked upon her friend almost as a father
confessor. She wrote in November 1909 saying how much
she had missed seeing him, for she had been confiding in
him about a teenage crush and was finding it hard to
control her feelings as Grigory had advised her. She wrote

again in December once more asking what she should do:
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My precious friend! We often remember you, how you

visited us and talked to us about God. It's hard without you: | have no
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one to turn to about my worries, and there are so very many of them.
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Here is my torment. Nikolay is driving me crazy. | only have to go to
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the Sophia Cathedral and | see him and could climb the wall, my
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whole body shakes ... | love him ... | want to fling myself at him. You
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advised me to be cautious. But how can | be when | cannot control

myself ... We often go to Anna’s. Every time | wonder whether | might
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meet you there, my precious friend; oh if only | could see you there
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again soon and ask your advice about Nikolay. Pray for me and bless

o
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me. | kiss your hands. Your loving Olga.

Olga’s three sisters were all writing to Grigory in
an equally trusting manner. Tatiana had sent a letter in
March that year, asking him how long it would be before he
returned from Pokrovskoe and wishing that they could all

visit him there. ‘When will that time come?’ she asked

impatiently. ‘Without you it is boring, so boring.” Tatiana’s

words were echoed by Maria, who told him she was pining
in his absence and finding life so dull without his visits and

his kind words: ‘As soon as | wake up in the morning | take

the Gospel you gave me from under my pillow and kiss it

... then | feel as though | am kissing you.” Even the

normally subversive Anastasia was demanding when she

would see Grigory again:

I love it when you talk to us about God ... | often dream

about you. Do you dream about me? When are you coming? ...
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Come soon, and then | will try to be good, like you have told me. If
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you were always around us then | would be good all the time.

Such was the solitary existence of the four
Romanov sisters that, by 1909, apart from each other’s
company and occasional contact with other royal cousins,
they were largely reliant on the friendship of adults: their
Aunt Olga, a few close officers, servants and ladies-in-
waiting — and a forty-year-old reprobate and religious
maverick whose continuing influence over their family life

was already sowing the seeds of their ultimate destruction.
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Page 170-171

At some point during 1912, and in the light of the
tsarevich’s precarious health, Nicholas and Alexandra must
have considered the possibility that, should Alexey die,
Dmitri would be the ideal match for Olga as potential heir.
Nicholas was intent anyway in creating her co-regent with
her mother, should he die before Alexey reached the age
of twenty-one. Indeed, there was a great deal of logic in
such a marriage; it would have been immensely popular in
Russia, for Dmitri was one of their own; even better, from
Nicholas and Alexandra’s point of view, it would have
spared Olga the agony, which she dreaded, of a marriage
that might force to her leave Russia. A marriage to Dmitri
Pavlovich would give him the title of joint heir presumptive,

should Nicholas go even further and change the
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succession laws in Olga’s favour after Alexey. Becoming
tsar was a role that Dmitri coveted; at present he was sixth
in line to the throne, but if he married Olga, that might all

change.

Despite the twenty-three-year age difference,
Dmitri and Nicholas greatly enjoyed each other’'s company;
they loved playing billiards together in Nicholas’s study
and developed a father-son relationship so close that
Dmitri always spoke extremely frankly — if not with a degree
of bawdy, even homosexual innuendo — to him, in the
manner of fellow officers in the barracks, such as signing

off this letter from St Petersburg of October 1911:

This capital of yours, or, to speak with perfect clarity, MY

capital, does not favour us with good weather. It's so shitty that it's
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just frightful — dirty and cold ... Well, and now | wrap my illegitimate
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mother in a firm embrace (the fault is mine — | am an illegitimate son

(A uRavsiandues viandwiuynsusnausa ldlddusifusnsaiuen

not she an illegitimate mother). | give the children a big, wet kiss,

[and] you | clasp in my arms (but not without the proper respect). |
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am devoted to you with my whole heart, soul, and body (except, of

wianza) valanduasdninasetinszuindaslananag aeAnasyauna

course my arse hole).

Dmitri’s lewd and ambiguous manner often blurred
the divide between familial jesting and the dangerously
erotic. While this might be par for the course with his

cousin the tsar, even a diluted form of it might have been
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rather too near the knuckle for his unworldly female
cousins. As late as 1911 Dmitri still referred to the girls
collectively as children, at a time when rumours were
gathering in the foreign press of an imminent engagement
between himself and Olga. But there is no solid evidence
to support any interest in Dmitri on Olga’s part; in fact
rather the opposite, she appears to have found his blokeish
behaviour with her father — the badinage and endless
billiard playing — rather immature. And for someone as
sexually experienced as Dmitri, who already was
demonstrating an interest in strong-minded, older and
often married women, Olga Nikolaevna would have
seemed a total innocent, if not, as has been suggested, ‘a

wet blanket'.
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Page 224-225

The tsar and tsaritsa then processed out.
Nicholas’s face was a blank; Alexandra more than ever
looked like ‘a Madonna of Sorrows, with tears on her
cheeks’ and stooped to console people as she passed,;
others fell on their knees or tried to grasp at Nicholas and
kiss his hand. When he emerged on the balcony
overlooking Palace Square, a vast crowd of around
250,000 people who had been patiently waiting ‘quiet, with

faces grave and rapt’ knelt down ‘as one’ ‘in mute
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adoration’. Nicholas made the sign of the cross and
brought Alexandra forward to greet them, after which he
and she retreated inside. But the crowd did not want to let
them go: ‘Each time that the sovereigns left the balcony the
people clamoured for their reappearance with loud hurrahs
and sang God Save the Tsar.

The day had been ‘absolutely wonderful’, Tatiana
later wrote in her diary, but that evening for once there
were no games of dominoes for Nicholas, and no reading
aloud to his family. Returning to Peterhof at 7.15, they all
spent it ‘quietly’. The next morning, central St Petersburg
seemed like a ghost town. The magnet of everyone’s
attention was now the railway stations as column after
column of troops marched in great lines towards them
singing popular Russian folk songs, waving their khaki
caps and leaving behind a trail of sobbing women and
children. On 22 July (4 August NS) Russia’s ally Great
Britain declared war on Germany, upon which Nicky
received a telegram from the king, his cousin Georgie.

They both were fighting ‘for justice and right’, he said, and

he hoped ‘this horrible war will soon be over'. In the

meantime, ‘God bless and protect you my dear Nicky ...

Ever your very devoted cousin and friend.’
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Page 235

For its inception the Tatiana Committee proved to
be a great success, in no small part thanks to Tatiana’s
high public profile as an imperial daughter and her active
involvement with its work in setting up shelters, soup
kitchens, maternity homes and refuges for orphaned
children. The tedious bureaucracy of her Wednesday
afternoon meetings in Petrograd was, however, a different
matter, and she found Neidgardt a pompous bore. She
also disliked the formalities, as one official recalled when

he addressed her at a committee: ‘If you should so please

your imperial highness ...’ Tatiana was visibly

embarrassed: 'she looked at me in astonishment and when
| sat down next to her again, she gave me a sharp nudge

under the table and whispered: “Are you off your head or
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what, to address me in that way?” She and Olga both

hated such formalities. ‘It's only at our hospital that we feel

comfortable and at ease’, admitted Olga to one of her

patients. Nevertheless, they both got on with their public
duties conscientiously and without complaint, Tatiana often
having to tackle committee paperwork after long days in
the hospital. Alexandra helped her with this, for the welfare
of refugees became an increasingly urgent issue as the
war went on. The committee’s budget was huge and rose
to several million roubles — so much so that private
donation soon was not enough to sustain it and the

government had to step in.
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