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Abstract

This special research aims to study how to translate the graphic novel titled
Saga by Brian K. Vaughan and Fiona Staples. Given that the translation of graphic
novels diverges from the translation of general books where other than conveying
meaning by dealing with linguistic or cultural differences, another important
component that translators have to take into consideration is the visuals. For this
reason, certain words in the source language have to be adjusted in alignment with the
visuals in order that the target language sounds natural and congruent with the pictures
or the characters’ facial expressions. Another challenge is laying the target texts within
the speech bubbles which have limited space. Therefore, the translator became
interested in studying the said issues and applied relevant translation theories being
Klaus Kaindl’s Framework for the Study of Comics under Translation and Michal
Borodo’s categorization and employment of the Multimodal Theory to the translation
of Saga in order to adjust the source text’s verbal elements in alignment with the non-
verbal elements as appear, creating a translation that is appropriate to the visuals. The
results show that after adjusting the selected source language words according to
Borodo’s categories, the translation matches both the visuals and the context in the
page. Such changes made the target text suitable for Thai readers’ knowledge and

cultural background.
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contains something I've never seen before anywhere else, it all feels so very sane,
and beautiful and universal. This is a space opera dealing with an age old bitter
protracted bloody war between two different races. But our heroes Marko and Alana,
born to fight each other, raised to hate and want to kill the other, have fallen in love.
They have given birth to a mixed race daughter --Hazel-- our intrepid sometimes

narrator, a living symbol of all that is innocent and good.” (2015)



“this is a triumph of art, story, and concept, it's funny as hell, and i love the
characters - not just our two protagonists, but even those who are in pursuit of them.
which results in very conflicted loyalties, but it's one of the strengths of this story - that
it's not all black/white, good/evil, or in the words of the book: some monsters are
worse than others..” (2015)

“The characters are quite relateable despite their alien origins. Who doesn't get
stressed out taking care of a newborn? Even the foes are three dimensional and
somewhat likeable. The Stalk and The Will weren't just asshole bounty hunters and
were quite well rounded. If the later volumes are as good as the first, Saga is going to

go down as one of my favorite comic series of all time.” (2013)
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a0y | A | Wi #1798 wieuszlunfiflnszidu
1 1 10 I couldn't fly a kite, much less all this fucking baby weight!
2 1 11 Suck my hemorrhoids!!
3 1 11 moony
4 1 11 Language
5 1 11 D-meter
6 1 27 Heartbreaker.
7 1 39 Boom.
8 1 39 | This is when the Horrors come out.
9 1 65 mutt
10 1 66 | ending up with a cunt
11 1 66 | It's not me. It's Horrors.
12 1 81 | Your majesty!
13 1 81 Commencing my interview.
14 1 121 | 1v, sweetheart, can you hear me?
15 1 122 | my.
16 1 124 | Landfallian
17 1 124 | falsies
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a0y | an | Wi #1798 wieuszTunfillinszidu

18 1 145 | Because of course.

19 1 146 | Shit

20 1 146 | lifers

21 1 146 | misdirection

22 1 149 | Bloody fucking bloody fuck.

23 2 10 Cool. So glad I got to do all this in a towel.

24 2 11 Yeah, not having this conversation.

25 2 30 Marko: Peas, Peas!
Alana: Mess is closed for the night, moony. Not my fault you didn't eat
your dinner.
Marko: Peas... be unto us.

26 2 52-53 | Fair enough. Chef's choice.

27 2 90 Timesuck

28 3 9 donkey shit

29 3 12 As in losing mine to live.

30 3 30 Wreathers

31 3 39 Bookgasm.

32 3 39 Younger writers are always looking for "blurbs," one of the few words
that sounds exactly as awful as the crime it's describing.

33 3 43 Oswald: Two fingers or three?
Klara: Let's make it a whole fist.

34 3 61 Klara: I'm impressed.
Alana: And L... can't feel half my body.

35 3 62 Seriously, you're a beast.

36 3 124 | drone

37 4 3 He couldn't be healthier.

38 4 3 Your royal highness, it is my honor to introduce Prince Robot I'V.

39 4 3 I beg your fucking pardon.
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a0y | an | win #1798 nieuszlunfiilnlszidu
40 4 16 I told you to be aware of the fourth wall, not punch a glory hole through
it.
41 4 50 Yeah fuck it I quit.
42 4 56 knobber
43 4 57 You colorless piece of shit!
44 4 59 | Uh-huh.
45 4 87 | Thanks for the lift. The rift? The ride.
46 4 87 Alana: My husband won't even eat burgers.
K-Fabe: Civilians.
47 4 129 | Gonna eat your filthy cervix!
48 4 140 | zucchini
49 5 21 an old Astronomical
50 5 34 This is an extremely shitty place to die!
51 5 56 | Fadeaway
52 5 56 I'm in an F-spiral.
53 5 56 Speak Language, woman
54 5 86 | lightshow
55 5 86 Or I lance you like a boil.
56 5 87 | Yeah
57 5 1421 Grow up, Private.
58 6 13 ...she was a bit of a pill, right?
59 6 18 | an outtie
60 6 44 But buddy boy...
61 6 50 Goddamn did I luck into a golden triangle here...
62 6 65 violents
63 6 87 Keep mushing, doggies.
64 6 126 | go out shooting.
65 6 134= | I'm impressed, Billy. Murdering defenceless preschoolers? You've come
135

a long way, baby brother.
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a0y | an | Wi #1798 wieuszlunfiinlszidu
66 6 140 | woman
67 6 140 | Wingnut bitch!
68 7 11 meat grinder
69 7 21 Hold up, family man. No point in you being tip of this spear.
70 7 21 dye job.
71 7 28 Wings and horns
72 7 39 I get she ain't your favorite cat
73 7 44 | How...?
74 7 44 | the ugly bitch
75 7 44 | the uglier bitch
76 7 45 Your loss.
77 7 50 war-crime you in the face
78 7 66 useless shit-sticks.
79 7 92 Yeah, I'm not really comfortable with the amount of shirts in here, so-
80 7 106 | So, we playing hide-and-seek or sardines? I always hated sardines. I
mean, why mess with a classic?
81 7 107 | Ifthat's how it's going to be.
82 7 107 | Dammit. God fucking dammit.
83 7 133 | ...so this is gonna be kind of a process.
84 8 6 We aren't doing shit
85 8 21 Like hell, baby.
86 8 27 I really did try to-
87 8 50 | Enjoy.
88 8 56 | No sense playin' noble.
89 8 64 | .. just wanted to =kkh= spite her ugly face first...
90 8 71 Fuck your mercy in the face.
91 8 73 gelding
92 8 73 | 1turn your entire family to glue.
93 8 73 | Yes, yes. “This ain’t over”, etcetra.
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my | Hin a1 18 nselszlaaniluilszidu

94
95
96
97

98
99

82 Blessed, life-saving alcohol?

82 ...twist my arm.

91 One way to find out, bitch.

95 You'll wish I did. Now fetch me a proper switch for me to use on your
deceitful ass.

110 | Excuse me.

118 shitstain
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2.2 nseumsIanzrivazulatienemnveaunad latufa (Klaus Kaindl)
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1un I (Kaindl, 1999: 273)

. a o ' a4 A g A oo Ay
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A A 4 a t4 A a 1
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J A @ 1 1
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a y <
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2.2.3 @ul3ZNoUAUAN (pictorial parts)

1 ] 9 1 ] 1 o Y A A g I 9
FIA1BNATBYAA1N) FHIUFUTNANYULVDINTOU MTIFT WIYNNBINHY 1uaY
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® “Your worlds, though fictional, depict such a true and real struggle that it is difficult at
times to remember that none of the characters exist except in our own imaginations.” 10 luseu
0T FIADUUANAN AHTFOINTM
® “One of my closest friends insisted I borrow the first few volumes of Saga. He said it
was right up my stree, a mixture of political poignancy, fantastical imagination and beautiful
artwork. As predicted, I fell in love with your series, and we would buy each new issues together
(a copy each, of course) and excitedly discuss each new development.” »nluda NINaUADU
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® I keep wanting to quote [Petrichor] at people who want me to be their (wholly
inappropriate) trans guide. I don’ yet have the tired patiente that she does. Good representation
mattersl thank you for her—especially for her being so much more than just ‘the trans character’.”
DALERR
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You colorless piece of shit!
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You'll wish I did. Now fetch
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Oswald: Two fingers or three?

Klara: Let's make it a whole
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