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Abstract

The purpose of this special research is to apply translation theories and
approaches to analyzing and solving problems found in translating Fairest, a literary
work for children by Gail Carson Levine, from English into Thai. The focus of this
research is the use of the language of the Thai court and terms of address in the
translation.

The translation theories and other approaches that will be used in analyzing and
solving translation problems are as follows: Discourse Analysis Theory, for both
extratextual and intratextual source text analysis; Skopos Theory, for the study of the
communicative objectives of the source text; Sociolinguistics and Style, for the purpose
of using registers and styles that are appropriate to the characters’ social status;
Interpretive Approach, for conveying the discourse meaning in the translation;
approaches to solving translation problems involving language and cultural differences;

as well as approaches to children’s literature, fairy tales and fantasy novels.
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Now that | was beautiful, | didn't want to believe he’d never thought me ugly. But

perhaps it was true. He was extraordinary. (1_|1/1‘1'71 31 %N 254)
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| sat up straight. “How?”

“I'll persuade her to kill someone in the castle. Surely they’ll execute her for that.
(U9 34 Ui 279)
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He went on, “What will you do to the queen, Your Majesty?” (L7 38 11 313)
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When you pet Oochoo,

my dearest,

you pause, your palm so close

the air shivers. And then

your hand—light as snow,

velvet fingers—bestows

love behind the ears,

beneath the chin.

You'll be king.

I may not see it.

You'll rule with a hand

light as snow,

velvet fingers,

love beyond the throne,

love to the borders.
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your hand—light as snow, You'll rule with a hand
velvet fingers—bestows light as snow,
love behind the ears, velvet fingers,
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Who judges the judge who judges wrong?

The sentence too weak,
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The sentence too strong.

The penance too quick,

The penance too long.

Who judges the judge who judges wrong? (‘1_|‘V1‘17i 31 1N

260)
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| hope the change in your appearance was not forced on you, too.
Paradoxically, | also hope you didn’t choose it. | never thought you ugly. | should have
told you long ago. No one has eyes like yours. Or an aroma like yours. | loved the size
of you from the first.
| am searching for you. | sing of you as | search. You are my love. | hope
someday to be yours once again.
Your penitent
ljori
(unii 31 i 253-254)
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hope the change in your appearance was not forced on you, too. Paradoxically, | also
hope you didn’t choose it.” Wag “I sing of you as | search.”
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At first we doubted who would stay in the new wing or under the new roof. Half
our guests decamped immediately after the guards did. But then the prince and his
dog came, and the half who stayed were thrilled. The prince saved us, I'm sure. Father

is fashioning a wooden sign with the date of His Highness’s visit. Prince ljori seems to
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think as little of the lies about you as we do. We think he is a fine young man, with a
fine ear for true notes and false.

Father wishes to add a few words. | am, as always, Your Loving Mother. (‘1_|‘v1‘7i
31 i 255-256)
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“My dear friends, dear to me every one,
“It is a joy to sing with you again. | can
hardly believe | can. It is a joy to see your joy.”
“I heard your voices when | was ill. | was
adrift. | could find no path. My spirit was missing.
I heard one voice above the rest. It found
me. It told me stories | could not understand. At
night it rested at my side. | thought it was a cat.

| followed it home, where it turned into my

love. My queen cured me, and I'll thank her
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forever.”
“She will leave me soon, for a brief while.
She will live at Adoma, where the obirko
blooms best.”
“I've been your king for seventeen years,
seventeen years of happiness, since a month
before my nephew was born. | will be your
king for three years more.”
“When my reign is twenty years old and my
nephew is, too, | will abdicate, and he will rule.
His voice will carry, and Ayortha will be safe.
Oochoo’s voice carries farther, so Ayortha will
be safer.”
“And | daresay his wife’s voice will carry
farthest, so Ayortha will be safest.”
“We will have a new Three Tree on the
throne—king, queen, and dog—bass, alto, and
howl!.”
“But although | step down, we will visit. |
will sing with you through low times and high.
“Yours in loving gratitude,
“Oscaro”
(U7 38 wii 316-318)
Sedeesinn gl wazaoumsainisdeasuds  uddigmileudndaudand
filszius i ludaetinednessiuaziduiauaaniutiueg feaziiildannmausuunings “uy
dear friends, dear to me every one,” LL@tL‘ﬂﬂLW@\‘i “And | daresay his wife’s voice will

carry farthest, so Ayortha will be safest.” WAy “But although | step down, we will visit.”
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(anaphora) maaziiulaandszlaa “My dear friends, dear to me every one,” WAz “It is a

v
o

Joy to sing with you again. | can hardly believe | can. It is a joy to see your joy.” ansa
Tsinnsldguanwnl (metaphor) Aazwiiulaannilsyiam “His voice will carry, and Ayortha
will be safe. Oochoo’s voice carries farther, so Ayortha will be safer.” wazilszlam “And

| daresay his wife's voice will carry farthest, so Ayortha will be safest.” T9n137971
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- When he finished laughing, he said, “Of course, His Majesty might do my work
for me when he recovers. He might execute her for killing you.”

“But he won’t know what she did.”

“He may have heard every word his wife spoke at his bedside. It's happened
before. | know of several cases.” Skulni shrugged. “But | fear His Majesty’s doting heart
will stop him doling out the ultimate punishment. | shan’t wait.” (‘Ll‘wﬁ 34 Wil 279)

- They let me speak without interruption, but | interrupted my story once. |

couldn’t help myself. When | first mentioned the potions, | said, “Sire, did you notice a
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change in Her Majesty’s appearance at the wedding, and again recently?” (‘]_Wlﬁ 38 i1
312)
- He went on, “What will you do to the queen, Your Majesty?” (LN7 38 111 313)
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After he saw Ivi, King Oscaro’s recovery resumed. A week later he spoke to her,

his first halting words. “My . . . dear . .. beautiful . . . love.”

Exactly what she’d want to hear.

| was overjoyed he was better, but | was dismayed, too. Soon I'd be brought
before him, and I'd tell him terrible truths about Ivi. Would he believe them? Or would he
deem me an ill-favored, lying ogre’s cousin?

The following Tuesday | was summoned to the Throne Room. Ivi was at the
market in Ontio with her new lady-in-waiting, the plain-faced daughter of a knight. (LI‘VH‘?;
38 W1 311)

Fiameinai 2

As ljori had promised, the crown had been generous.

At first we doubted who would stay in the new wing or under the new
roof. Half our guests decamped immediately after the guards did. But then the
prince and his dog came, and the half who stayed were thrilled. The prince saved

us, I'm sure. Father is fashioning a wooden sign with the date of His Highness’s

visit. Prince ljori seems to think as little of the lies about you as we do. We think he

is a fine young man, with a fine ear for true notes and false.
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Father wishes to add a few words. | am, as always, Your Loving Mother.
(UN7 31 i 255-256)
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Fiameinai 1

Sir Uellu shook his head occasionally, but King Oscaro looked steadily at me, his
expression unfailingly attentive. (‘LI‘VI‘ﬁ 38 111 312)
fiameinai 2

“Yes, Ayortha!” ljori tugged me down the aisle, just as Lady Arona had all those
months ago for the composing game. (‘L|°V1‘1‘7; 38 11 320)
Famenad 3

The doors at the back of the hall opened—and Mother and Father entered. |
jumped up. Behind them were Ollo and Yarry and Areida. And there was the duchess,
and Dame Ethele! ljori’'s smile was wide enough to touch his ears. (LW]‘?; 38 Ut 319-
320)
fiameinad 4

ZhamM said, “Who has the complaint?”

The man seated next to me said, “l do, widyeH zhamM. | am logH. rigK stole my

shovel.” (U7 31 4 259)
3.2.9.2.2 A uEn+ae 1
o/ 1 ‘ﬂl
RAINEINNN 1
He chuckled. “I see your face, Maid azacH. Our methods are unlike human
methods. For us, a trial is a crossroad. When | turned my cap, | looked into the future. |

imagined several possible rulings and what would result from them.” (UN7 31 i1 259)
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Fiameinai 2
He spoke slowly, and he formed his words deliberately, but each one was clear,
and his sentences were complete and lucid. “Thank you . . . for . . . coming . . ., Maid
Aza. |l am . .. hoping . .. you can .. . explain ... some matters . . . | don’t . . .
understand.” (L7l 38 v 312)
Fameined 3
One afternoon Mistress Audra asked me to show everyone how to illuse. No one
could do it, but it became the fashion to stop by for a demonstration. My prison was
frequently the merriest spot in the castle. (‘1_|‘Vl‘7i 38 111 311)
3.2.9.2.3 da (AN L
fiameinai 1
He laughed. “I've been to Kyrria and to Pu. I've addressed the twin kings of
Bizidel and offended neither one, but I've never . . . Aza, | need a partner in the
composing game . .." (‘1_|°V1‘1‘7i 38 111 314)
Fiameinai 2
| ran up the aisle—and saw zhamM in the doorway. zhamM! (‘Ll‘vrﬁ 38 111 320)
3.2.9.2.4 AMEENQNA 11w
| wept. Apparition though | was, | could produce buckets of tears. ljori would

never again comfort me when | cried. | thought of Mother and Father and Areida and my

brothers. | thought of all the songs | wouldn’t write and wouldn’t sing. (LI‘V]‘I7I 34 i 280)
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Fiameinai 1

| wept. Apparition though | was, | could produce buckets of tears. ljori would
never again comfort me when | cried. | thought of Mother and Father and Areida and my
brothers. | thought of all the songs | wouldn’t write and wouldn’t sing. | thought of

zhamM. But mostly | thought of ljori. ljori. Dear heart. Sweet. ljori. Dear heart. Sweet. (LN

A 34 w1 280)
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Faaeinah 2
After he saw lvi, King Oscaro’s recovery resumed. A week later he spoke to her,

his first halting words. “My . . . dear . . . beautiful . . . love.” (‘LI‘VIﬁ 38 %11 311)
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- Three Tree [sic] @ obirko, almyna, umbru

- | listened and heard no gasps, felt no resentment. Thank you, everyone. ljori
squeezed my hand.
“We will have a new Three Tree on the throne—king,

queen, and dog—bass, alto, and howl.”

More laughter. (LN 38 %11 318)
- Everyone sang, “Yes, Ayortha!”
Sir Uellu led us in the Three Tree Song.

ljori sang next, a promise to Ayortha and a love song.

“Everything comes in threes.
My love returned.
Our king has sung.

Tonight we wed.
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Everything comes in threes:
My bride’s voice,

Our song together,
Ayortha’s chorus.

Everything comes in threes.
The king will uncurl his roots
From his umbru throne.

I'll be planted in his place.
Aza will rise at my side.
Everything comes in threes.

Obirko, almyna, umbru.

Council, king, kingdom.

King, queen, Ayortha.

| won't rule alone.” (LI‘V]‘?; 38 i 321)
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- glow iron

| ASKED ZHAMM if the people surrounding me were gnomes.

“They must have been. You were somewhere in Gnome Caverns. | saw glow iron

again.” (Un7 31 w1 252)
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- illuse

One afternoon Mistress Audra asked me to show everyone how to illuse. No one
could do it, but it became the fashion to stop by for a demonstration. My prison was
frequently the merriest spot in the castle. (umﬁ 38 111 311)
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- ostumo

| began to illuse. From above the duchess’s seat | sang in her voice, “My ostumo
is piping hot. . . .” (un# 38 i1 323)
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| was eager to watch. In Ayortha trials were decided by panels of judges. The
gnomes, however, allowed a single judge to rule on cases and dole out punishments.
(U9 31 Ui 258)
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He nodded. His expression didn’t change. | waited for him to say something, but

he was silent. | resumed my tale. (LI‘V]‘I7I 38 %11 312)
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| sat up straight. “How?”

“I'll persuade her to kill someone in the castle. Surely they’ll execute her for that.
(uwﬁ 34 11 279)
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Skulni said, “I didn’'t have to threaten anything to persuade her to kill you. Her
own jealousy was quite enough. | only had to help her find the courage to do the deed.”

“What will you have her do to cause her own death?”

“Hmm...” He leaned back and stared up at the ceiling. (‘1_|‘V1‘171 34 i1 278)
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The king added, “I didn’t comprehend everything. | was most perplexed by the
mirror she spoke of.”

Sir Uellu said, “Sire, how appalling. Maid Aza—" (‘1_|°V1‘1‘71 38 Wi 313)
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pruifil

When you pet Oochoo,

my dearest,

you pause, your palm so close

the air shivers. And then

your hand—Ilight as snow,

velvet fingers—bestows

love behind the ears,

beneath the chin.

You'll be king.

1 may not see it.

You'll rule with a hand

light as snow,

velvet fingers,

love beyond the throne,

love to the borders.

I wish you well. (LMt 31 u1vh 257)
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siupifil

They wanted to know if we’d seen any ogreish tendencies in you. We said
absolutely not. Father sang five verses of your virtues. Yarry and Ollo and | trotted out
all our old songs to you and yours to us, whether those guards wanted to hear them or

not.

At first we doubted who would stay in the new wing or under the new roof. Half
our guests decamped immediately after the guards did. But then the prince and his
dog came, and the half who stayed were thrilled. The prince saved us, I'm sure. Father

is fashioning a wooden sign with the date of His Highness'’s visit. Prince ljori seems to

think as little of the lies about you as we do. We think he is a fine young man, with a

fine ear for true notes and false.

Father wishes to add a few words. | am, as always, Your Loving Mother. (‘Ll‘wﬁ
31 uti1 255-256)
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- From above Uju’s seat | sang in his voice, “My centaur is well stabled.” (‘1_|‘1/l‘1‘71 38

1 323)
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“They think | don’'t have feelings.” | wiped my eyes on our quilt.

“Can a dragon judge ostumo?”

It was what she always said. It meant that louts had no idea of the finest things.
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As ljori had promised, the crown had been generous. (L7 31 i1 255)
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“Write it,” zhamM said. “Say what you want him to know. But it mustn’t be sent. It

might fall into the wrong hands. To be exact, it might cause my prediction to come true.”
(U 31 ntin 257)
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| did write the note, a song.

You'll rule with a hand

light as snow,

velvet fingers,

. (un¥ 31 wtdn 257)
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“The silver queen rules me.

I light her candles—
Who am I?
... (UN7 34w 282)
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| said nothing. | wasn’t ready to forgive him.

He went on, “What will you do to the queen, Your Majesty?” (‘1_|‘1/1‘1‘7l 38 11 313)
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4.2.2.2.1 32UUAT AU 81 L1
FaRei1ah 1
Sir Uellu shook his head occasionally, but King Oscaro looked steadily at me, his

expression unfailingly attentive. (UN7 38 11i1 312)
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Faagingd 2
“Yes, Ayortha!” ljori tugged me down the aisle, just as Lady Arona had all those

months ago for the composing game. (L7 38 Ut 320)
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The doors at the back of the hall opened—and Mother and Father entered. |
jumped up. Behind them were Ollo and Yarry and Areida. And there was the duchess,
and Dame Ethele! ljori’s smile was wide enough to touch his ears. (‘Ll‘wﬁ 38 i 319-
320)
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ZhamM said, “Who has the complaint?”

The man seated next to me said, “l do, widyeH zhamM. | am logH. rigK stole my

shovel.” (Un# 31 i1 259)
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- He chuckled. “I see your face, Maid azacH. Our methods are unlike human
methods. For us, a trial is a crossroad. When | turned my cap, | looked into the future. |
imagined several possible rulings and what would result from them.” (UN7 31 i1 259)

- He spoke slowly, and he formed his words deliberately, but each one was
clear, and his sentences were complete and lucid. “Thank you . . . for . .. coming . . .,
Maid Aza. | am ... hoping . .. you can ... explain...some matters . . . | don't. ..

L >
understand.” (Un% 38 411 312)
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One afternoon Mistress Audra asked me to show everyone how to illuse. No one
could do it, but it became the fashion to stop by for a demonstration. My prison was
frequently the merriest spot in the castle. (‘1_|‘Vl‘7i 38 111 311)
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He laughed. “I've been to Kyrria and to Pu. I've addressed the twin kings of
Bizidel and offended neither one, but I've never . . . Aza, | need a partner in the
composing game . .." (‘1_|‘V11‘71 38 111 314)
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| ran up the aisle—and saw zhamM in the doorway. zhamM! (‘Ll‘wﬁ 38 1111 320)
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| wept. Apparition though | was, | could produce buckets of tears. ljori would

never again comfort me when | cried. | thought of Mother and Father and Areida and my

brothers. | thought of all the songs | wouldn’t write and wouldn’t sing. (‘Ll‘vrﬁ 34 tin 280)

[

TunsutlaA@enanugiuusil TAREAUMNANHUNNILIEATM NN LA TIAEN

o o

AEMNNENANRUSAUUTUNANMIaEealasganANdNTusTewaLazdie  aniile
dll ijx Aﬂ” 1 1 QII -QII 1 o ijx 2 o °
Fee yrravieanAuduul we uaritnanedenn (ueTuazeeals) Al Fadaulam
(Fananu “Mother”, “Father” uaz “my brothers” {1 “Wa”, “udl” uaz “Wenevisaasaasdn”

pNAAL il fadeldlAudamizananu “Mother” uaz “Father” 11 “Aruus” wsa "N19m1”

1 , = S ” A;‘II o 1 Aﬂgj 1 1 Aﬂla [
AT "QE‘IA‘W@’ nIa "UAN LummnmmmﬂuﬂmﬂgfmLﬂuwuﬂulﬂuwum?ﬂ?:‘wuﬁmu



85

dszinmauniienedatluGeaanniiuiiniundinasldanen “goia” vise “Arius” Ailudnym

v b4
o © 1

FanasiaNnnadn anvisanmanililangdnannsnldliaenndasliiumasswunn 4’

4.2.2.2.5 MEanawiidunduanennufinaudausssunsTusn 1y
| wept. Apparition though | was, | could produce buckets of tears. ljori would
never again comfort me when | cried. | thought of Mother and Father and Areida and my
brothers. | thought of all the songs | wouldn’t write and wouldn’t sing. | thought of

zhamM. But mostly | thought of ljori. ljori. Dear heart. Sweet. ljori. Dear heart. Sweet. (LN

A 34 w1 280)
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- Three Tree [sic] Wag obirko, almyna, umbru

- | listened and heard no gasps, felt no resentment. Thank you, everyone. ljori

squeezed my hand.

“We will have a new Three Tree on the throne—king,

queen, and dog—bass, alto, and howl.”

More laughter. (LN 38 %11 318)
- Everyone sang, “Yes, Ayortha!”
Sir Uellu led us in the Three Tree Song.

ljori sang next, a promise to Ayortha and a love song.

Everything comes in threes.

Obirko, almyna, umbru.

Council, king, kingdom.
King, queen, Ayortha.
| won't rule alone.” (1.|‘Vﬁ7l 38 i1 321)
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Sir Uellu likened king, queen, and country to the Three Tree, which grew only in

Ayortha. The Three Tree wasn'’t one tree, but three: the white obirko, the red almyna, and

the black-barked umbru. Their trunks grew no more than an inch apart, and their roots

and branches mingled.
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- glow iron

| ASKED ZHAMM if the people surrounding me were gnomes.

“They must have been. You were somewhere in Gnome Caverns. | saw glow iron
again.” (LN 31 w1 252)
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- illuse

One afternoon Mistress Audra asked me to show everyone how to illuse. No one
could do it, but it became the fashion to stop by for a demonstration. My prison was

frequently the merriest spot in the castle. (umﬁ 38 111 311)
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- ostumo

| began to illuse. From above the duchess’s seat | sang in her voice, “My ostumo
is piping hot. . . .” (Un# 38 i1 323)
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CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE ‘1.I‘I/I17i31

| ASKED ZHAMM ' if the people surrounding me
were gnomes.

“They must have been. You were somewhere in
Gnome Caverns®. | saw glow iron® again.”

“Was | much older than | am now?” Perhaps he'd
seen years into the future.

“I couldn’t tell. It could be tomorrow or ten years

hence.”
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“Must it happen?”

“No. You could come to a crossroad and choose
a different direction. Or the figure gloating over you
might.”

“But the likelihood is that it will come to pass,
yes?”

zhamM nodded. “Yes, to be exact.”

“What should | do?”

“Be cautious. When you have a decision to
make, consider carefully. Violence is rare here, but a
gnome is an implacable enemy.”

If | departed Gnome Caverns and never
returned, I'd be safe from zhamM'’s prediction. |
thought it over in bed that night and decided to
remain at least until the armorers returned from Ontio
Castle. Their news would help me choose how to
proceed.

The next day the messenger arrived from the
Featherbed with a letter from Mother and Father. |

took it to my bed cavern to read. When | opened it, |
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found a note from ljori tucked inside.

ljori! At the Featherbed? My heart skipped, then

beat too fast.

| read his first.

Dear heart,

| write in fear that you will never read
my words, that evi—more evil—has befallen
you and you are beyond the reach of my
love.

| have given this note to your good

parents in case you come here—although
you mustn’t stay with them. If you do, you
will certainly be discovered.

In the queen’s apartments after the

Sing | was too angry for clear thought. But in
the night that followed, | grew certain that
you told the truth. | know the queen. It is far
more likely that she threatened you than that

you connived for position and power.
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Indeed, it is more likely for the sun to turn
blue than for you to be a schemer. Please

forgive my mistrust. If you don't, I'll never

forgive myself.
However, | still wish you’d confided

in me. We would have found a way out

together.

the change in

| hope your

appearance was not forced on you, too.

Paradoxically, | also hope you didn’t choose
it. I never thought you ugly. | should have
told you long ago. No one has eyes like
yours. Or an_aroma like yours. | loved the
size of you from the first.

I am searching for you. | sing of you
as | search. You are my love. | hope
someday to be yours once again.

Your penitent

ljori

go/ a o § 2 1 d‘ 17 %
umummmmﬁu?ﬂi@mnm7ma‘7um%cﬁucm@u7a

;2

lspennemsi luidalamy vina eanan el 997

1 o al‘ Yo
aludTunazan e lisagies
saleimn dreasnbifianldlasasuiiadn 197
avaz laurlym lisasrii

v [ XU 1 = o o v v dl‘ go/ JS/ 1
7/’77/70\70’7‘ZJ\IJ\IZW?UJF)UZWL@’WUJE/’TLJ’H«J@QE/ e

o o Y &

Tumanauny drimdsdnanluldiaaniiazildeugiiansnl
% v 1 a 1 Y o o c v % 3:
109147 T lxmeAndnagLanEn] TRz LBNIT 1N

P | ~ =~y f P N o A o
WIULAD ZNNZ@??J@QJW’MW?J@U@E’T“@’] NTANNALTTLIY

Y o

1211197 9157 71/F 99U BNIA BB TANLILAD

U

Y v

¥ o o o ¥ =~ 2 1 d‘
YITANE NNV MTENENANENLANTEU NN

]
o o =<

o b2 ¥ % A#‘a/ £ v o 1
ﬁ?’?ll?/?’)ﬁ’)ﬁ’ﬂﬂﬂ@il WNTuNsnaasdn 1mRNIandunii

v

19

1

<IafTunsnaeaaianafani
v =£ a v
HANLNAAYBNIAT

(GILE

FadewiuinduladssTumdsnanouuumsssiodly  “ilsnan

I liuaNliidelaesdn” azlsunudanmandn sy
mlve daiu Awdadu  “Wseenteneldidelass”

waldidulseluangniasniatassainanimine

TAduutlalagulasuainiszluanssunnan (passive voice)
lunedanguliiidudszlaanasganan  (active  voice) T
dl =3 1 o v o M v
A neiiiasanndiudnmnnudansasinninsduaiuay s
wninaesramNnd e gnisAuliane 1

o ) o oy - . 2s
A1 “aroma” luAidngneleladrauesn Aaly f3dy

Aautlalngldneassudadl Tadu “ndustyanw




95

| forgave him. Of course | forgave him. He
needn’t repent.

Now that | was beautiful, | didn’t want to believe
he’'d never thought me ugly. But perhaps it was true.
He was extraordinary.

| wondered if we'd ever be together again. | was
likely to die here, but at least he wouldn’t think | was
already dead. If he was away searching for me, he
wouldn’t hear Uju’s tale of my death.

| opened Mother and Father’'s letter. Mother
wrote that guards had come. They had searched the
inn while the guests stood outside in a rainstorm.

Afterward the guards had questioned everyone.

They wanted to know if we'd seen
any ogreish tendencies in you. We said
absolutely not. Father sang five verses of
your virtues. Yarry and Ollo and | trotted out

all our old songs to you and yours to us,
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whether those guards wanted to hear them

or not.

| started to cry.

The letter went on: “We were told that land won'’t
come to us after all, but that Ayortha will pay for the
new roof and the new wing.”

As ljori had promised, the crown had been

generous.

At first we doubted who would stay
in the new wing or under the new roof. Half our
guests decamped immediately after the guards
did. But then the prince and his dog came, and
the half who stayed were thrilled. The prince
saved us, I'm sure. Father is fashioning a
wooden sign with the date of His Highness'’s
visit. Prince ljori seems to think as little of the

lies about you as we do. We think he is a fine
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young man, with a fine ear for true notes and

unanuenuse lpa1as l2aiuazas [sia

false.
Father wishes to add a few words. |

am, as always, Your Loving Mother.

He wrote,

Daughter, we didnt need your
note—or a prince’s visit—to tell us you'd
done nothing wrong. We know the daughter
we raised. We fear for your future, but never
for your character. You take our love and

our trust wherever you wander. Father.
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| wept harder.

zhamM, out of his endless goodness, sent the
messenger back into the world to find ljori. “But be
cautious in your inquiries,” he instructed. “We don’t
want Maid azacH® linked with gnomes. When you
find Prince ljori, tell him his love is well, but tell him
not to come.” He turned to me. “It isn’'t safe until
we're certain the court believes you dead.”

| was eager to write a reply to ljori, assuring him
of love and forgiveness.

“Write it,” zhamM said. “Say what you want him
to know. But it mustn’t be sent. It might fall into the
wrong hands. To be exact, it might cause my
prediction to come true.”

| did write the note, a song.

When you pet Oochoo,

my dearest,

Y v % Q/td?l

dnFaqliminau
paapuan Auge  vinusudladenwiansnauly
lﬂl ¥ a 1Y % 1
vulaniemumidrtglalas  “usidsesaannIneting

% o v % ‘;/ “« [ P
TTHATIWNAILUS LAAN qumimmmﬂmmgm

v [ ¥ o va ~ £
ANuegauIARNNT a9z AL AULATE LA LNALRTNL

Wanelalasudn 1A anszadAiN AU IBINTTaIARY
aunan wsldnasyavina i linscasmafannue” il
1 o Y ! o o 1 o ! ::/ P
nanaiudndn “dudiliilasnduaundngaziulaladonig
srmdinmed i lannellugn”
¥ S =] v a
deenaauanmnnaneuiudrielelasuan  iung

oo o Yy o s, -
euduluaninuaznislviedenisenseess
= v o a ' ] { a A 9 v
“aue e’ vinugudidy “aqeslugenidinesnl
WazasAlansansy usseelideiull siuanaazantlaglu
NawesAng  wWeeNAsy  anuungenaazyin A nensnl
1097 uATe”
draauannedu] daiuunmasunuils
(HONILBIANIIGLIANYT

E— k)

¥ & d’a/ Q’ 1 o
L@??’)EI%IL?T]MW?HENW@\?WJ\I@J\IQM

BasamusaumansaluEes  delssneusaania

UITENEMATINAAUNUEY  AnmiuzAnaRsiazasldaziangin

o

wansinsiueanlantuedfunaeanssne TraFaean
o . 4 day ok
mnarsuwmsnsalludesiduniaussaneiinimnainiiaie
wezavAuaz ludauzesunaunussninsaazasiudenss
WAL ARATITHATUAZLNAUNWITEWI L ARATITHA AL
dld U =< di' =3 = ¥ o 2 = o
nfinsnanntadenszadfiazinisldmandn Taefinuainig
ldnadszy13luund 4 vinda 4.2.2.1
o oy w Ha . o o
saatesudailidumegramsulamFanauiidy
o o ¥ A o o4 o o v =
Abwth+aa A9 Maid edusnbhurihfiacamsnawans
1lsznns A @1 ld @annlan a1atdes wasndedann annsvinem
nasudiszvazmiuladnerudusnudgeeny 15 Duarlilad
= ¥ o :J/ 22 o K A ar
andwiduanald dull fideRadenaumunausziuamnesy
o d ¢ a v el e s o o
naenlaaiuidunae “andves” dulu fideAsamFenaiu

“Maid azacH” 1 “@niiesiananif

IO N e~ 1 I~ ~ Py
unwas fagraiuddliduunimaiiesaauliidrme
lalaslusendwiisadeusiaeglulaswiiauuasclimn - Tuns

¥ v dl = ' =] v a i’/ =] CZA
utlaunmasirefudeinisnaniadnmelelasi el

4 ° 1 « ” = « 5 va dl v a all = [l a ] va
ANIN “azacH” 178 “LALTAYN L‘flummﬂw,l,mﬂmmuwmmﬂmmﬂLfasmwaumLﬁw@uuuvl,ﬂﬂgiummmmmmmm@ﬂmmu




99

you pause, your palm so close
the air shivers. And then
your hand—light as snow,
velvet fingers—bestows
love behind the ears,
beneath the chin.

You'll be king.

I may not see it.

You'll rule with a hand
light as snow,

velvet fingers,

love beyond the throne,
love to the borders.

I wish you well.
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zhamM promised to give ljori the note if anything
happened to me.

| received more requests for songs. | sang at
celebrations of all sorts: opening a new home
cavern, a betrothal, a gold strike, the repayment of a
debt. In a month | half filled a purse with gems, small
ones, to be exact.

| turned sixteen. | didn't tell zhamM. He would
have given me gifts, and he’d given me too much
already.

The armorers hadn’t yet returned from Ontio
Castle, but zhamM said he expected them daily. One

morning he asked me if I'd like to see him at work.

| was eager to watch. In Ayortha trials were
decided by panels of judges. The gnomes, however,
allowed a single judge to rule on cases and dole out
punishments.

Court was held in their queen’s Throne Room.

She wasn't present, and I'd never seen her. zhamM
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said she was elderly and rarely left her bed.

Two rows of benches had been set up, with an
aisle down the middle. zhamM sat in a high-backed
silver chair facing the benches. He donned a
jeweled cap with two bills, turning the cap so the bills
were above his ears. | sat at the end of the first
bench. A dozen gnomes—men, women, and three
children—came in and sat near me. A minute later a
solitary male gnome entered and chose a bench on
the other side of the aisle.

zhamM said, “Who has the complaint?”

The man seated next to me said, “I do, M&HB
zhamM. | am logH. rigK stole my shovel.”

rigk denied stealing anything. The other gnomes
described the circumstances surrounding the theft. |
believed them.

At the end, zhamM turned his cap around so the
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bills pointed front and back. He closed his eyes.
People began to chat. rigK took a lanyard out of the
pocket of his tunic and began to work on it.

After a full ten minutes, zhamM opened his eyes.
“This is my judgment: rigK, | am convinced you stole
the shovel. You may keep it.”

| blushed for zhamM. I'd expected wisdom from
him. The other gnomes left the room without a
protest.

He chuckled. “I see your face, Maid azacH. Our
methods are unlike human methods. For us, a trial is
a crossroad. When | turned my cap, | looked into the
future. | imagined several possible rulings and what
would result from them.”

If only Sir Uellu had been able to look into the
future before he’d accused me. He'd have seen |
wouldn’t harm anyone.

If only he’d looked carefully into the past.
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“In this case,” zhamM said, “l was reluctant to let
the thief have the shovel, but in every future |
imagined, the shovel's owner was better off without
it, and the thief was a more honest gnome with it.”

“But widyeH zhamM,” | said, “stealing is wrong.
Shouldn’t the thief be punished regardless of what's
to come?”

“Never regardless.” He removed his judge’s hat

and stood. “In this instance, every possible
punishment made this thief more likely to steal
again.”

| didn’t approve of gnomish justice. If zhamM
were to judge Ivi for her crimes, he might foresee
that my future and Ayortha’s future, and Ivi's future
conduct as well, would be better if she werent
punished. Then he wouldn’t punish her.

It made me angry even to think of. We’'d suffered
at her hands. | was still suffering. | wrote a ditty about

the trial:
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Who judges the judge who judges wrong?
The sentence too weak,

The sentence too strong.

The penance too quick,

The penance too long.

Who judges the judge who judges wrong?
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CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR

THE ROOM SPUN. | sank to the floor.
Take away her beauty . . . | wondered what
Skulni might have persuaded me into to preserve my
own beauty.

Not murder. No, but how much better than lvi
was |, really?

Skulni said, “I didn’t have to threaten anything to
persuade her to kill you. Her own jealousy was quite
enough. | only had to help her find the courage to do
the deed.”

“What will you have her do to cause her own
death?”

“Hmm . . .“ He leaned back and stared up at the
ceiling.

| followed his eyes. The beige had darkened to

gray, and the corners were obscured by shadow.
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Day was waning.

My body in Gnome Caverns was weakening. |
felt my pulse slow.

He said dreamily, “I believe I'll get Her High High
Highness executed.”

| sat up straight. “How?”

“I'll persuade her to kill someone in the castle.
Surely they’ll execute her for that.”

| could hardly make my mouth form the word.
“Who?”

“l have three candidates in mind: your friend Uju,
the king, and your prince.”

| jumped up, vibrating with distress. “Not ljori.”

He began to laugh.

“Not any of them!” | pulled my paring knife from
my reticule. | would stop him from doing more harm.

He laughed harder, and | knew | couldn’t hurt

him.
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When he finished laughing, he said, “Of course,

His Majesty might do my work for me when he
recovers. He might execute her for killing you.”

“But he won't know what she did.”

“He may have heard every word his wife spoke
at his bedside. It's happened before. | know of
several cases.” Skulni shrugged. “But | fear His
Majesty’s doting heart will stop him doling out the
ultimate punishment. | shan’t wait.”

How could | dissuade Ivi from more murder
attempts? She’d never listened to me in the past, but
perhaps | could think of something to make her
listen. “When will the queen return?”

He looked at me sharply. “Why do you wish to
know?”

“l want to prepare myself for the sight of her.”

“Ah. In two days, more or less. She has a horse.

I’'m hoping she meets up with an ogre.”
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If an ogre ate her, she’d arrive here, in the mirror,
and everyone else would be out of danger.

| sought a way to foil Skulni if she came home
safely. If only | could warn ljori! | tried to will myself
out of the mirror, to wherever he might be. If | was an
apparition, why couldn’t | float where | wanted?
Feeling ridiculous, | jumped—and landed hard.

Skulni laughed at me.

Twilight was almost over.

“What happens at night?” | kept the tremble out

of my voice, but | was frightened at the prospect of

being alone in the dark with him.
“Nothing. We wait. Here, waiting is our lot.”
A whimper escaped me.
A sob.
“Tears are tedious.”
| wept. Apparition though | was, | could produce

buckets of tears. ljori would never again comfort me

o

WINENHNUNIZUN WezuNAaznsaundanil wnegly
NI¥an waNAuAasHudunITE
IAAUINNTAUINYAANATUNININNITUNNIINALNA
' o = 5 o A 1% a 1 o 1%
agataansdy reiesuAdn lMpeudmnelelagintul 41
@ o o v ‘:‘9/ % q/d‘ =3 i/dl
neneutaAudaesliaanainnszaniiuda il lafilan
¥ [ 1 ¥ a a £ ] £
Wrmneilszivey  wnduiludyyiuess wdavinludn
anaealildenndreenllldls  driAnudleud Tanls
nazlanuAamNaINULUaENaSS
nRanativiaezienzdn
AUATRUNA TNALNG
w = a £ e o ve |
pounaAuaiineslstw dradudasldlidueise us
Y @y o 4 = = A L =
dAFanaunszrunialinnanniazfesagatglnaimen
Tupanaiuen
Gl i @ PN
“Alaifarlour wfise  aginissereaiiugzainssn
2R3
RENATNNLLNT QRBENNIAINAITN
Reazauliidanunum

“yinpnLiie”

Y v 4 =2 ¥y S 1Y @ (:/ 201 ¥
°I.|’1?’PJ\‘11‘VI mumwuﬂmmga&nm LL[F]‘I.I’]ﬂM@\?H’W]’]iﬁ

dl 22 o =3 ' = U al dy v,
iWesangAdaiugn winulaiesdn “@ecazduli’ ez
migeulidnla fRsasindulaudaiinnau Ty “@es
gy o, o va d oy
azauliiduunui Wanudlaundeuuazive 1l

A o o a
1_I'V]LLﬂ@Vlﬂ’]uLLﬂ’)iuuLLﬂZLﬂuﬁﬁN‘m[5]




109

when | cried. | thought of Mother and Father and

Areida and my brothers. | thought of all the songs |
wouldn’t write and wouldn’t sing. | thought of zhamM.
Dear heart. Sweet.

But mostly | thought of ljori. ljori.

liori. Dear heart. Sweet.

When | finally dried my eyes, | thought dawn
would be beginning. But our chamber was as dark
as ever.

In the dark, where | couldn’t see or be seen, |
considered beauty and ugliness.

My ugliness had persuaded Sir Uellu | was part
the

ogre. It had caused people—guests at

Featherbed, villagers in Amonta, courtiers and
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servants here in the castle—to be rude and cruel.

I'd had no chance to be beautiful in_everyday
circumstances, to be admired at the castle or at the
Featherbed. Perhaps | would love the admiration, or
perhaps

it would bring less pleasure than |
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expected. Without doubt my beauty had prevented
Uju from killing me, and I'd certainly enjoyed seeing
myself beautiful in a mirror.

The pursuit of beauty, however, had been
disastrous. The pursuit of beauty had turned me to
stone. It had left me with a marble toe and had
brought me here.

“You might sing to me,” Skulni said. “It will pass
the time.”

| wouldn't.

“If you won't, | will.” He sang in a whiny, singsong

voice:

“I never sing myself to sleep,
For plotting keeps me busy:
Whom to kill and how to woo

The foolish heart that owns me.

“I'll stop if you'll sing.”
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| sang a riddle. Perhaps solving it would keep
him quiet awhile. As soon as | began to sing, | felt

better, stronger.

“l sharpen ears

And weaken eyes—

Who am 1?

“Thieves love me

Though | steal nothing—

Who am I?
“I linger long in winter,
In summer I'm too soon gone—

Who am 1?

“The silver queen rules me.

I light her candles—

Who am 1?

TNFRUNRIBAUNNAINTS L19nN17 ke FAuNaani 1

' v
o ¥ W

wuihnlddnag  unndEufeanas  diEnmaau

¥ [<3 14?1
bUNEUI UL

R v g oo
?l’?ﬁ\/ﬂkﬂl@\ﬂl’)zw,ﬂillll,tﬂﬂll
¥ o % U £24
uaavi binassaauanag

dnilulag

“sialueindn
wai i s 1ei T T
Iuilulag
‘51 % ta‘
BHGLEEN YR

1 v v [~3 Q’ o
usiluggfaudranithiagain

dnilulag

" I ada a v
“ONATITHANUNNLNATANT
v = U
?lﬁ@ﬁ?LWE/uZ?lLLﬁ)W?;‘JMWJ

dnilulag

k% a

anmstszgne iduwamesnsudauuufiamnuuay
- . - &4 2
faannununalagendunisiaanannuiunluileFesnauin

QI o a a % 9 o &K o v o 1 ”
wiEnsaynRanaiiuds fiseasaenldaAndn “yuin’ lu
unuda

Tufuatunsdingednisldissemunadinig  (dash)
d’ o ' al o 1 @al 2 o
Foduruunistsziusunninmzduan  edslefia  f3de
FnAulaluldimrasnadinialuunuladiasannlunimine
Lifins e fananquazn1sazATesIrn g fanana i

unulalivnlFaanumaunendeld

fuszusldng “the siver queen” Fuiflugilanualinald
Funaeduns Ann1IAIEHNNIIN INadFInanadnasly

wasFaunesfeslinaanaiiifcluszuinainages lunsyan




112

“Cereus is my flower,
The owl! is my bird—

Who am 1?”

Skulni said, “Easy. |

moment’s thought if you’d sung during the day.”

He'd gotten it. He was quick.

“Sing more,” he said.

“I will if you'll give me a turn in your chair.” |
wanted to determine what Ivi saw from now on.
Perhaps | could persuade her to shatter the mirror,
although its destruction might be the end of me.

So be it. My body would stop breathing soon
anyway.

“You may try the chair at dawn if you'll sing until
then.”

| began. He played on human failings. | sang

might have needed a
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every song | knew of human virtue. | sang of
friendship, love, humor, kindness, self-sacrifice.

As | sang, | felt strong enough to fly. | wondered
if my real body back in Gnome Caverns was
mending. But no, | could feel it losing ground, the
merest trace of air trickling down its windpipe.

Dawn came eventually.

| stopped singing. If I'd been in my real body, I'd
have had a sore throat. “Stand up,” | said. “Let me
try the chair.”

He laughed. “You believed me, and | had a night
of beautiful music. Ivi believed—*

| rushed at him. | had to sit in his chair, or |
couldn’t talk to her. | tried to push him off. He tried to
push me away. But we were empty clothing fighting,

no muscle, no sinew.
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CHAPTER THIRTY-EIGHT

WHEN WE LEFT the king, we found Uju and
warned him to take care. However, now that Ivi had
been reunited with her husband, | thought Uju in little
danger.

The king’s council members spent the entire next
day deliberating and came to the conclusion—

despite ljori’'s explanations and arguments—that they

didn’t know what to make of me. Furthermore, they

feared | might still be dangerous. Their reasons: |
could illuse®: my appearance had changed twice;
and | had magically escaped from prison. The
council decided to confine me to my bedchamber
with two guards at my door. When—and if—the king

was well enough, he would judge my case.
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Visitors were allowed. ljori spent much of each
day with me, and he wasn’'t my only companion. Uju
came too. So did Mistress Audra and the tailor. We
sang together, and the guards often opened the
door, the better to hear us and to sing along. Then,
naturally, passersby stopped to listen too, and to join
in, and to enter and sing more.

Castle opinion mounted in my favor. | was no
longer constantly at lvi's side—indeed, she never
visited me. Mistress Audra and the tailor were my
enthusiastic advocates, and even taciturn Uju spoke
up for me.

One afternoon Mistress Audra asked me to show
everyone how to illuse. No one could do it, but it
became the fashion to stop by for a demonstration.

My prison was frequently the merriest spot in the

castle.
Sometimes | asked my visitors if they'd seen

anyone resembling Skulni. The answer was always
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no. | prayed he’'d truly been destroyed, destroyed
beyond return in some other form.

After he saw Ivi, King Oscaro’'s recovery
resumed. A week later he spoke to her, his first
halting words. “My . . . dear . . . beautiful . . . love.”

Exactly what she’d want to hear.

| was overjoyed he was better, but | was
dismayed, too. Soon I'd be brought before him, and
I'd tell him terrible truths about Ivi. Would he believe
them? Or would he deem me an ill-favored, lying
ogre’s cousin?

The following Tuesday | was summoned to the
Throne Room. Ivi was at the market in Ontio with her
new lady-in-waiting, the plain-faced daughter of a
knight.

| was as frightened as I'd been during my first

time in the king’s presence.

He spoke slowly, and he formed his words
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deliberately, but each one was clear, and his

sentences were complete and lucid. “Thank you . . .

for...coming ..., Maid Aza. |l am ... hoping . . .
you can ... explain...some matters ... | don’t. ..
understand.”

Then he asked Sir Uellu to remain in the chamber
with us, but no one else.

| told them almost everything, from the moment
lvi found me illusing to my assurance to her of the
king’s love. | omitted only her habit of flirting with ljori
and Uju. | couldn’t omit her attempt on my life, but |
stressed Skulni’s evil influence. | wanted to
ameliorate the king’s pain. Moreover, | wanted to
present myself as fair.

They let me speak without interruption, but |
interrupted my story once. | couldn’t help myself.

When | first mentioned the potions, | said, “Sire, did

you notice a change in Her Majesty’s appearance at
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the wedding, and again recently?”

He nodded. His expression didn't change. |
waited for him to say something, but he was silent. |
resumed my tale.

Sir Uellu shook his head occasionally, but King
Oscaro looked steadily at me, his expression
unfailingly attentive.

At the end he turned to the choirmaster. With an
effort he said, “I . . . believe her. | wish the truth were
otherwise, but | believe it. Queen lvi told me some of
it herself.”

As Skulni had suggested, the king had heard
what she'd told him when he'd been in his apparent
stupor.

The king added, “lI didnt comprehend
everything. | was most perplexed by the mirror she

spoke of.”
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Sir Uellu said, “Sire, how appalling. Maid Aza—"

He sang,

“I'd give my best notes
for forgiveness.

| was wrong,

my ears confused.

I cannot undo the deeds
or erase the need

for forgiveness.”

| said nothing. | wasn’t ready to forgive him.

He went on, “What will you do to the queen, Your

Majesty?”

“l shall do nothing to her. She saved my life, and

| love her. When | lay on my sickbed, | was a
wanderer in a shadowy wilderness. If not for her |

would still be wandering. When she came to me at
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night, her voice was my guide. Her presence was my
solace. In my delirium | thought her a cat. She was a
small black cat, and she led me home.”

but | must do

“I shall do nothing to her,

something so that she may never again rule
Ayortha.”

He asked us to leave.

ljori was waiting anxiously outside. As soon as he
saw my expression, he knew all was well. He kissed
me right before Sir Uellu. But a kiss wasn’t enough to
express his joy. He spun me around and fed Oochoo
a handful of treats.

Sir Uellu apologized to me again and added, “I
should have known by your marvelous voice that you
couldn’t be evil.”

| shook my head. “Voices and faces aren't

manifestations of good or bad.” | realized how much

I'd changed since I'd first arrived at the castle. I'd
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corrected the choirmaster!
He bowed and left us.
ljori took my hands in both of his. “Aza?” He

sang, “Aza? Oochoo? Aza?”

| waited, puzzled.

He laughed. “I've been to Kyrria and to Pu. I've
addressed the twin kings of Bizidel and offended
neither one, but I've never . . . Aza, | need a partner
in the composing game . . ."

| smiled. “Of course.”

He put a finger on my lips. . a partner who
raises me above myself . . .”

He wanted a different partner, not me?

“. .. apartner who delights her listeners. Aza, will
you marry me?”

| put my hand in front of my face. Then | lowered

it, in spite of my blush. | sang, “I would marry you this

moment. I'll harmonize with you forever.”
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We kiss again and again. Oochoo barked. |
dared to reach into ljori’s tunic jacket for a treat for

her.

The king spent the next morning alone with ljori.
Afterward he called for a Sing for the following week.
It would be his first since he’d been injured. It would
be my first since before being imprisoned.

Over the course of the week | wrote my song,

taking extra care, eager to strike the right note. When

the song was written, | went through my new gowns
and chose a dusty pink one with a low loose waist
and a pale-pink V-shaped collar. | was brave and
looked at myself in the mirror.

Ugly.

Can a dragon judge ostumo?’

| blinked in astonishment, realizing for the first
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time that | was as hard on myself as my worst critics.
Sir Uellu had called me an ogre’s cousin, and I'd
believed he might be right. I'd thought ljori saw me
as hulking and unwomanly. I'd anticipated insults
before they came. I'd avoided looking in actual
mirrors, but I'd gazed constantly in the mirror in my
mind and always hated what | showed myself.

| looked again in the real mirror in front of me.

Dignified. Dignified and grand.

| closed my eyes and saw myself again. Milk-
white face, blood-red lips. Dignified and grand. |

reviewed my song and changed a word or two.

At the Sing | sat next to ljori, with Oochoo sitting
at attention between us. King Oscaro and |lvi
entered. The king seated himself next to me and
placed lvi on his other side. | tightened my grip on

ljori’s hand.
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The Sing began. Everyone was in fine voice. The
choral selections were sung with such fervor, Sir
Uellu’s baton could hardly keep up. Then, in a break
from tradition, King Oscaro sang his solo first. He
mounted the stage, his step as firm as it had ever
been. He nodded at the choirmaster and began an
epistolary song, the form Ivi had used at the Healing

Sing.

“My dear friends, dear to me every one,

“It is a joy to sing with you again. |
can hardly believe | can. It is a joy to see

your joy.”

People clasped hands and swayed and closed

their eyes.

“I heard your voices when | was ill. |
was adrift. | could find no path. My spirit

was missing. | heard one voice above the
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rest. It found me. It told me stories | could
not understand. At night it rested at my
side. | thought it was a cat. | followed it
home, where it turned into my love. My
queen cured me, and Il thank her

forever.”

People stopped swaying and opened their eyes.
He held out his hand, and Ivi joined him on the

stage, smiling triumphantly.

“She will leave me soon, for a brief
while. She will live at Adoma, where the

obirko blooms best.”

The swaying resumed. Adoma was the king's

southernmost castle.

. ~ , o o 4 P
U@ﬂt@qtﬁ‘@ﬂ?’m‘w&?qZN@’)@L?HZ@‘Z@ ZUE/'U\/W)’WWJ LALNTIU
@él‘ gJ’Nﬂ')E/L?') L?')ﬁﬁ)’j’)l,ﬁﬂlﬂuyul,ﬁuléﬂg Lﬁ")m’)mﬁﬁl\iﬁu

o o Ao o o s aa
nauLY WWLZVENUUﬂ@'?E/Lﬁu‘VI?ﬂW@QL?q ANATITURN

197901719 HAZLTNEUBLIATUNTEWNLIABANIA"

HAUANATUNEATIUATANA  WITDIANINRIUNTZIRTT
aay o v & e -
aanlluazsndtladmsainalutivunnnsauiunszasa

WANUSTUATIADE NI NTE

“a9pg1Tnasnsaa e U lulndr  wsiily

[y

n1ran (1 luuny weswvaglililseviunalang 79

sulaaslALeuIugn”

R o -
nslanpaiENavanAse  alaniilulsnainuasasmsnan

v
%

nrseenlag e




126

“I've been your king for seventeen
years, seventeen years of happiness, since
a month before my nephew was born. | will

be your king for three years more.”

| heard huffs of surprise and a moan or two.

“When my reign is twenty years old

and my nephew is, too, | will abdicate, and

he will rule. His voice will carry. and

Ayortha will _be safe. Qochoo’s voice

carries farther, so Ayortha will be safer.”

There was laughter.

“And | daresay his wife's voice will

carry farthest, so Ayortha will be safest.”
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felt no

| listened and heard no gasps,

resentment. Thank you, everyone. ljori squeezed my

hand.

“We will have a new Three Tree®
on the throne—king, queen, and dog—

bass, alto, and howl!.”

More laughter.

“But although | step down, we will
visit. | will sing with you through low times

and high.
“Yours in loving gratitude,

“Oscaro”

The king was sending Ivi into exile so the rest of
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and merciful. He was exiling himself as well. How
much that pained him | have no idea.

He stepped back. | felt everyone stiffen as lvi
began to sing.

“Dear Subjects,

“I'am glad my husband is well again.
I have not yet stopped smiling for joy. |
hope you may tell by my violet gown, violet
for happiness. It was a privilege to rule you
for the months of my rule. | meant to be a
strong queen. | thought you’d want a
strong queen. | regret taking away your
songbirds. I'm sorry. | didn’t know how
much you like them.

“Your king’s happy wife,

“Queen Ivi”

Her voice was weak, and she missed some
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notes, but her tune was pleasant. Every hand went
up, and her smile grew and glowed.

She left the stage, but the king remained. |
wondered why.

The doors at the back of the hall opened—and
Mother and Father entered. | jumped up. Behind
them were Ollo and Yarry and Areida. And there was
the duchess’, and Dame Ethele! ljori's smile was
wide enough to touch his ears.

| ran up the aisle—and saw zhamM in the
doorway. zhamM!

Oochoo pelted by and jumped up on Father.
Mother embraced me, and | reached out for zhamM.
Areida patted my back, and Yarry said,

“Congratulations, Sister. | suppose the guards won'’t

be back to arrest us all.”
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We laughed, and even the duchess looked glad.

zhamM said, “Congratulations, Cousin. You are
at another crossroad, a splendid one, to be exact.”

| didn’t know | was at a crossroad.

ljori took my hand. “Come, Aza.” He sang softly
in my ear, “We planned it in secret to confound the
fairy Lucinda. We need no magical gifts.” He
reddened. “And | wanted to see your joy when your
family came. It's our wedding day, love.”

Sir Uellu sang, “Prince ljori!”

“Yes, Ayortha!” ljori tugged me down the aisle,
just as Lady Arona had all those months ago for the
composing game.

Sir Uellu sang, “Maid Aza!”

My knees were weak, my heart was hammering,
but | was very, very happy. | mustered my voice and

sang, “Yes, Ayortha!”

Hands went up.
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Sir Uellu sang, “Ayorthaiana!”

Everyone sang, “Yes, Ayortha!”

Sir Uellu led us in the Three Tree Song.

ljori sang next, a promise to Ayortha and a love

song.

“Everything comes in threes.
My love returned.

Our king has sung.

Tonight we wed.

Everything comes in threes:
My bride’s voice,

Our song together,
Ayortha’s chorus.

Everything comes in threes.

The king will uncurl his roots

From his umbru throne.

I'll be planted in his place.
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Aza will rise at my side.
Everything comes in threes.

Obirko, almyna, umbru.'

Council, king, kingdom.
King, queen, Ayortha.

| won'’t rule alone.”

| decided against the song I'd planned. “This is

an Amontan love song,” | began.

“Every curl is a reason [ love you
your fingers make ten more
each smile, each glance, each word

the reasons reach heaven”

People swayed and closed their eyes. Many
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clasped hands. | sang with my whole voice.

“loving you makes me love myself more

loving you makes me love you evermore”

| added the final stanza of the song I'd written for

the Sing.

“I'm an innkeeper’s daughter.”

| saw Father beam.

“A castle is an inn,

and a kingdom is a castle.
The regions are the rooms.
I know how to keep an inn.

An innkeeper does her best.”
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| began to illuse. From above the duchess’s seat
| sang in her voice, “My ostumo is piping hot.” From
above Uju’s seat | sang in his voice, “My centaur is
well stabled.” From above the library keeper’s seat |
sang in his voice, “My books have fine titles, not
overused.” From above zhamM'’s seat | sang in his

voice, “My bed is wide, to be exact.” From above

Frying Pan’s seat | illused bells jingling. | sang in her
voice, “The kitchen is ringing.” | heard her shout of
laughter. From my own mouth | sang, “I rejoice the
king is well.”

We left the stage and descended into a forest of

waving arms.
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