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## 4774175125 : MAJOR HOUSING

KEY WORD : LIVING CONDITIONS IN SAMPHENG/ COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS/ SAMPHENG
SANSOEN PORNKHUNTOD : LIVING CONDITIONS IN COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
OF SAMPHENG AREA. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF. BANASOPIT MEKVICHAI,
Ph.D., THESIS CO-ADVISOR : YUWADEE SIRI, 175 pp. ISBN 974-53-2895 -2.

Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, has continued to grow and expand in terms of its population,
economy and society. Since ancient times, the Chinese have immigrated and settled by the riverbanks of
Choa Praya river, the center of the city, trading in what has become a large commercial area. The area was
later called “Sampheng”.

Sampheng is an area consisting of various ethnic groups such as Thai, Indian, and Vietnamese. For
housing, the buildings are used maximally. Thus, a characteristic of the houses in this area is that they are all
commercial buildings with their own distinguishing identity. According to the observation of various activities
of Sampheng residents, it is interesting to study their ways of life and their living conditions.

The aims of this thesis are to study the living conditions of it's the residents in the Sampheng
commercial area in terms of physicality, society, and economy as well as to act as a guideline for improving
and developing houses for residents who live places similar to this particular housing area.

The study found that the general characteristics of commercial buildings are that they line up along
the street and have a variety of uses for habitation and other activities. The kinds of building inhabitants are
divided into two groups: the owner and the tenant. The majority of Sampheng residents are traders and the
rest of them are employees or workers. People in this area work 9-10 hours a day. The factors that make
people live and work in this area are its large commercial area, suitable location for trading, convenient
transportation, and well-equipped public utilities and services. The employers are high-income and they live
in houses outside the city while most employees and workers live around Sampheng such as Suan Gwang
Tung, Ta Din Deang, or Wongwian Yai where there are many cheap rooms for rent. As regards social
activities, the majorities_performs meritorious deeds at religious places and celebrate festivals in the area.
Problems in this area are building congestion and narrow streets which may result in conflagration. Many
buildings are dilapidated and some neighborhoods lack interaction among their residents within the
community. ‘According to the study’s results, the following guidelines are suggested for housing
management: improve dilapidated houses and buildings, support and organize fire prevention training,
organize activities to strengthen interaction among the residents within the community, and survey the true

demand for the further well-being of the commercial building residents.
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