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# # 6180622224 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Counterinsurgency, Psychological Warfare, Surrender Policy, Leaflet
Maylisa Abdulloh : The British Psychological Warfare in Malaya, 1948-1960.
Advisor: Prof. SURACHART BAMRUNGSUK, Ph.D.

British Counterinsurgency in Malaya has been recognised by those who
study the war against insurgency which in the present is dealt with efficient
unconventional warfare. The British government in Malaya knows how to adapt
and create new ideas about the importance of political policy. This thesis analyzes
that the decision to do psychological warfare in Malaya is an exceptional political
condition which influenced the British government to win the war, through Ser

Robert Thompson psychological warfare concept.

The key lessons from Malayan Counterinsurgency specify that violence is
not a good solution. Rather, psychological warfare is the way to eliminate “enemy
organisation” which emphasizes on psychological operation. Meanwhile, war in
Malaya has proved that propaganda in the form of leaflets promoting surrender
policies and government proposals is a tool that can convince the anti-British
government group to surrender and cooperate with the government in large
numbers, until the government can significantly demolish the enemies’
organisation. The number of anti-British government group notably decreased, the
forces had to retreat to the border between Malaya-Thailand which enabled the

British government to end the war within 12 years.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ........cccccovvcevicnne.

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature ........cccccvveveieenen.
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1% Stubbs, Hearts and Minds in Guerrilla Warfare: The Malayan Emergency 1948-1960, 133-40.

*co 1022/22, Hugh Fraser, 'Papers on the Emergency,' 16 Jan. 1952; CAB 130/65, summary of a meeting
between Prime Minister Attlee, Gurney and Briggs, 27 Nov. 1950. as cited in Ramakrishna, "Transmogrifying' Malaya:
The Impact of Sir Gerald Templer (1952-54)," 84.

1% RHO, MSS.Brit.Emp.s.533/6, Ivan Lloyd Philips' interview with Malcolm MacDonald, 15 Dec. 1972. as
cited in Ramakrishna, "Transmogrifying' Malaya: The Impact of Sir Gerald Templer (1952-54)," 83.

10 Ramakrishna, "Transmogrifying' Malaya: The Impact of Sir Gerald Templer (1952-54)," 79.
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# Susan L. Carruthers, Winning Hearts and Minds: British Governments, the Media and Colonial
Counterinsurgency, 1944-1960 (London: Leicester University Press, 1995), 94.
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*'® Chin Peng, Ward, and Miraflor, Alias Chin Peng: My Side of history, 384.

*"" Chin and Hack, Dialogues with Chin Peng: New Light on the Malayan Communist Party, 182.
e "Up to the people," The Straits Times 12 March 1956, 1.

*"® Suriani Abdullah, Memoir Suriani Abdullah: Setengah abad dalam perjuangan, 121.
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! WNS, w.e. 7 April 1956 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda
government surrender policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 257.

2 1AUGUST 1957—A DATE FOR 'MERDEKA'MEN," The Straits Times 31 December 1955, 1.

*® PRO CO 1030/22, 1956 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda
government surrender policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," pp. 255-56.

* PRO CO 1030/22, 1956 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda

government surrender policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," pp. 255-56.
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fian: Herbert A. Friedman, "Psychological Warfare of the Malayan Emergency, 1948-1960," (May 15 2022).

http://www.psywarrior.com/MalayanEmergency.html

o Friedman, "Psychological Warfare of the Malayan Emergency, 1948-1960."
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% Federation of Malaya Annual Report 1956 (Kuala Lumpur: Government Press 1957), 439-40 as cite in
Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda government surrender policy and the Malayan communist
terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 256.

¥ PRO CO 1030/412, 1957 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda
government surrender policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 257-58.

o SB, 1957 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda government surrender

policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 258.
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o Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda government surrender policy and the
Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 259.

%0 SB, 1957 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda government surrender
policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 260.

. SB, 1957 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda government surrender
policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 260.

2 SB, 1957 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda government surrender

policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 259.
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o Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda government surrender policy and the
Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 289.
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%6 Malaya: Journal of the British Association of Malaya (Aug. 1958), 16-18. as cited in Ramakrishna,
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*"PRO AIR 23/8698, 1958 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda
government surrender policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 260.
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2 qandt, tszdRaansaruy Fauaarsmmasanaudailasiuaie, 544-49.

** PRO AIR 23/8698, 1958 as cited in Ramakrishna, "Content, credibility and context: Propaganda
government surrender policy and the Malayan communist terrorist mass surrenders of 1958," 260.

** Clutterbuck, Riot and Revolution In Singapore and Malaya 1945-1963, 179.
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