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The purpose of this research is to study new narration style, uniqueness and aesthetics of 

animated films directed by Hayao Miyazaki by analyzing from his background , works and inspiration for 

film creativity including analyzing the contents for all of his nine animated feature films.  Moreover, the in-

dept interview has been made for twelve key persons in animation, films, comics as well as the related 

field. The results of this research indicate the following: 

1. Uniqueness  of Miyazaki’s work  is caused by being ownership of animated film studio that 

show him the way to bring his inspirations from the world war when he was young and his art appreciation 

to his works. Moreover, the Japanese’s appraisal to animation media and comic also influence Miyazaki’s 

creative method not to directly purpose to only young audience but also to cover the adult.

2. As for the narration techniques, he has made the different styles of narration and uniqueness 

from the most animated films acquainted by the broadly audience. By creation his own story regarding 

belief of spirit and soul in the new imaginary world, using young lady as the main characters, theme 

reflecting elaborate angle of human life, leaving the space at the end of the story to motivate audience’s 

imagination, and presenting symbol for interpretation. 

3.  In regard to the animation techniques, the new narration style in his works are more simple 

but soft movement of his character design. This makes his characters can express their feelings virtually.

Lately his works have been contributed by Computer graphics in backgrounds and characters designing, 

he has yet remained two-dimensional hand drawing for the human characters. 

               4. The aesthetics in Miyazaki’s animated films is caused by presenting new sense of narration 

style through film and animation techniques which cause the aesthetic for creative imagination, aesthetic 

of touch and approach to the story, aesthetic to stop and think and as the of being arts influencing 

impressive feeling. 
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Howl’s Moving Castle (2004)

 18 

 90  

“ ”  “

”
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 32  18  90  Howl’s Moving Castle 

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)
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Princess Mononoke (1997)

          

 (Mulan, 1998) 

Princess Mononoke (1997) 

Chicken Little  )2005 (

 The Incredibles (2004)
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“

 (Hero Culture)   

” ( , , 25 

 2549) 

   

    

”

” ( , , 20 

 2549) 

1.4.2

“

” ( , 2547: 

121)  9  1 
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My Neighbor Totoro (1988)

 2    

 2 

 “

... ” (

, , 25  2549) 

 33  My Neighbor Totoro

My Neighbor Totoro (1988)  
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 10 

“ ”

   

 2 

   

 34  My Neighbor Totoro

   

My Neighbor Totoro (1988) 
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“ ”

My Neighbor 

Totoro (1988) 
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My Neighbor Totoro (1988) 

1.5  :

1.5.1  (Heronine)

 (Pinocchio1940) 

  Peter Pan ,1953    (Robin Hood ,1973)  

(Tarzan, 1999) 

  (Mickey Mouse)   (Dumbo,1942)  

 (101 Dalmatians, 1961)   (Lion 

King ,1994)    (Chicken Little 2005) 

 5-15 

 9  7 

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

 13-14 Laputa : the Castle in the Sky

(1986)  11    

 4  11 My Neighbor Totoro (1988)    

 13 Kiki’s Delivery Service (1989)  

Princess Mononoke

(1997)  10 Spirited Away
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(2001)  18 Howl’s Moving Castle

(2004)     2 Lupin III: The Castle of 

Cagliostro (1979)

Porco Rosso (1992)

 ( )

Nausicaä

(1984)
 14 - 15 

Laputa (1986)  13-14 

• :
Totoro (1988)  4  11 

• :

Kiki (1989)  13 

Mononoke

(1997)
 15 -16 

Spirited Away 

(2001)
 10 

Howl (2004)  18 

 3.  7 

?

 “ ”



113

“

-

” ( ,

,  26  2549) 

  (illusion) 

“

 (Adolescent Turmoil) ”

( , ,  25  2549) 

“

” ( , , 11 

2549)
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“

” ( , , 17

 2549) 

 (idol) 

 (anti-hero) 

 (Shrek, 2001)      

 7 ( Snow White and the Seven Dwarts, 1937)    (Cinderella,1950)  

  (Sleeping Beuty, 1959)   (Little Mermaid, 1989) 

 10 

Spirited Away (2001)

 10 
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 35  Spirited Away 

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

“… ... ”

My Neighbor 

Totoro (1988)

   

“

…

”

    

  “ ”
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“  ( )

 (Jack) 

(Titanic)  (body)  (identity) (

, , 25  2549) 

“       

” ( , , 27 

 2549) 

“

” ( ,  ,

26  2549) 
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 36  ( ) Nausicaä, Laputa, Spirited Away  Porco 

1.5.2

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

Laputa The Castle in the 

sky (1986)

Kiki’s Delivery Service (1989) 
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Porco Rosso (1992) 

Princess Mononoke (1997)

Spirited Away

(2001)

Howl’s 

Moving Castle (2004)

   

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984) 

Princess Mononoke (1997) 
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Nausicaä

(1984) 

Laputa

(1986) 

Kiki

 (1989) 

Porco

(1992) ( )

Mononoke 

(1997) 

Spirited

Away (2001)

Howl

(2004) 

 4.  ( )

“
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”   ( , , 17  2549) 

 37  Princess Mononoke  Kiki’s Delivery Service

1.5.3

 (Winnie the Pooh)  

 (A.A. Milne) 

  (Weasles)  

“

 ( , , 20 

  2549) 

“ ”
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Spirited Away (2001)

 “ ”

       

 (

)    

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

Princess Mononoke (1997) 
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 “ ” ?   

 “ ” ?

-

    

 (Stereotype) 

 “ ”

“

” ( ,

, 25  2549)          
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 ( )

Nausicaä

(1984)  ( )

Laputa 

(1986)  ( )

Mononoke

(1997)    ( )

Spirited

(2001)

Howl

(2004)  ( )

 5.

 2

 ( Rounded Character) 

(Typed Character)
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 38  ( ) Nausicaa, Laputa, Howl  Spirited Away 

1.5.4

 (Rounded  

Character)   (Vladimir 

Propp)

      

       

? Princess Mononoke (1997)

My

Neighbor Totoro (1988) 

          

Laputa: The Castle in the Sky 

(1986)
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Howl’s Moving Castle (2004)

 18  90  

 2 

 ( )  ( )

 (

)  ( )

Nausicaä (1984)

     Spirited Away (2001)

How (2004)

 “ ” “ ”

:
:

Nausicaä

(1984)

: :

Spirited

(2001)

: :

Howl

(2004)

: :

 6.
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 39  Howl’s Moving Castle 

“

” (  , , 20  2549) 

“  ( Realist) 

 (Live 

Action) ” (  , , 11  2549) 
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1.6  :

“… …” (Oshiguchi,  

1997: 33 ) 

 Anime Interviews  (Miyazaki 1993) 

 (Humanism) 

 “ ”

?    

 1.6.1  

 (CNN) 

(BBC)

 2  4  

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)
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13

Princess Mononoke (1997) 

(1392-1573)

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

Nausicaä (1984)

Mononoke (1997) 

Nausicaä  (1984) Mononoke

(1997)  

 Nausicaä (1984)

Mononoke (1997)  

 “

”

?
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Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984) Princess

Mononoke (1997)

Porco Rosso (1992) 

(Background) 

 2000 

   

Howl's Moving Castle (2004) 

“ ”
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 40  Nausicaa  Princess Mononoke

 1.6.2  

  ( ,  17  2549)  

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)     
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 41  Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind

Laputa: The Castle in the Sky  

(1986)

   

Nausicaä (1984) Laputa (1986)

   

My Neighbor Totoro 

(1988) Nausicaä
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(1984) Laputa (1986)

?

 “ ”

 Twister )1996(     Dante’s Peak 

(1997)    The Day After Tomorrow (2004)

My Neighbor Totoro (1988)

Princess Mononoke (1997) 

?

Spirited Away (2001)

       

?
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 42  Spirited Away

Princess Mononoke (1997) Spirited Away (2001)

Laputa: The Castle in the Sky (1986)

My Neighbor Totoro (1988)
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1.6.3

 ( , , 26 

 2549)  Princess Mononoke (1997)

   

    

“

 3 “

 43  Princess Mononoke
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“

” ( , , 26  2549)  

Spirited Away (2001)   “

”

Princess Mononoke (1997)

 “ ” My 

Neighbor Totoro (1988)  “ ”  “ ”

        “ ”

Princess Mononoke (1997) 

“ ”   

Spirited Away (2001)
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 44  ( )  My Neighbor Totoro

1.6.4

“…

” (

, 2545: 39-40)  

?

Spirited Away (2001)     
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 ” ”    

?

?

    

Spirited

Away (2001)

Howl's Moving Castle (2004)

?
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 18  90     

“ ”   

 “ ”  “ ”

 50  90 
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 45  Howl's Moving Castle 

Howl's Moving Castle (2004)      “ ”

   

 46  Howl's Moving Castle
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 Spirited Away (2001)  Howl's Moving Castle  

(2004)

1.6.5

“ ”

     

Kiki's Delivery Service (1989)  

Spirited Away (2001)
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 47  Spirited Away

1.6.6

   

 2 

.

My Neighbor Totoro (1988) 

Princess Mononoke (1997)  

Spirited Away (2001)

 “ ” (Kami) 
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.

“ ...

” ( , 2540: 12) 

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

Laputa: The Castle in the Sky (1986)

Princess Mononoke (1997)  Spirited Away

(2001) Howl's Moving Castle (2004)

Laputa: The Castle in the Sky (1986)

Princess Mononoke (1997)  

Princess

Mononoke (1997)  

“

”
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“  (Theme)  ( )

” ( , , 1  2549) 

?

 6 

        

Lupin

(1979)

Nausicaä 

(1984)

Laputa

(1986)

Totoro

(1988)

Kiki

(1989)

Porco 

(1992)

Mononoke

(1997)

Spirited 

(2001)

Howl

(2004)

 7.
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1.6.7  : 

 “

” ( , , 20  2549) 

“

“ ( , , 25  2549) 

“

” ( , , 1  2549)  



145

1.6.8  : 

?

 (Utopia) 

“

 (perfect) 

” ( , , 17  2549)

(Collective) 

 (Individual) 

   

“

“ ( , ,  11  2549) 
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 6 

 (Content Analysis)  (Textual 

Analysis)  9 

 12     

1.

1.1

1.1.1 :

 2   
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 “ ”

 “ ”

 “ ”

 (Toei)  “ ”

1.1.2 :

21

 “ ”

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

 “ ”   

1.1.3 :

 “ ”

 ” ”

 . :
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 (Perfectionist) 

 . :

   

 3 

 2 

1.2

 2 

1.2.1 The Legend of White Snake:

Hakujaden (The Legend of 

White Snake, 1958)

 17 



189

   

1.2.2 Snow Queen:

Snow Queen

(1975) (Lev Atamanov)

  1.2.3 

My

Neighbor Totoro (1988)

1.3

1.3.1 :



190

 (Manga)  

 (Rotoscope) 

1.3.2

 2 

.

.

 Princess Mononoke (1997) 

 (Rating) 

1.4



191

 (In-Betweener)  (Key Animator) 

 (Director) 

(Auteurism)  

 9 

1.

2.  

3.   

 “

”  2  3 

4.   Legend of White Snake

5.   Snow Queen

6.  

7.  
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8.  

9.  

 9  2 

 2 

2.

 2 

 1 

 2  ( )

 1  9 

1.  : 

 Spirited Away (2001)

Princess Mononoke (1997)

 (Manga) 
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(2539)  

  2.  : 

(Sci-Fi Animation)  

Kiki's Delivery Service (1989)

Spirited Away (2001)

3.  : 

3.1  (Plot) 

Princess Mononoke (1997)  3  4 



194

3.2  (Climax)     My Neighbor Totoro (1988)       

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

 ( )

 (2539) 

3.3  (Ending) 

Howl's 

Moving Castle (2004)  18  90 

4.  : 

4.1

Kiki's Delivery Service (1989)
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  (2539) 

4.2

Princess Mononoke

(1997)

 (Rating) 

4.3     

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984) Princess Mononoke (1997)

4.4 My  

Neighbor Totoro (1988)

5.  : 

5.1  5-15  7 
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Spirited Away (2001)

 10 

5.2  ( )

 ” ”

5.3

 (2544) 

(American Dream)  

 (Rounded Character)  

 (Typed Charcater) 

 -



197

5.4   (Vladimir  

Propp)

 2 

( )  ( )

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind

(1984) Spirited Away (2001)  Howl's Moving Castle (2004) 

6.  : 

?

6.1

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984 )

Porco Rosso (1992)

6.2

 ( Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind 

(1984), Princess Mononoke (1997) Howl's Moving Castle (2004)
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My Neighbor Totoro (1988)

Princess Mononoke (1997)   

6.3

Spirited Away (2001)

Howl's Moving Castle (2004)

6.4

Spirited Away (2001)

6.5

 (individual) 
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(collective) 

?

7.  : 

   7.1 

    7.2 

8.  : 

 (The Omniscient Narrator) 

 1 

 “ “

9.  :  (Auteur) 

 “ ”

 “ ”
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   9.1

   9.2 

Princess Mononoke (1997)  Porco 

Rossos (1992) Spirited Away (2001)

Mononoke (1997)

Porco (1992)

Spirited Away (2001)

9.3      

 2  ( )

 7 

.  : 

      

” ”
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 “ ”

.  : 

. :

 2  5  9 

 80-90 

.  : 

1.1  : 

    

1.1.1

1.1.2

   

1.1.3
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 “ ”  ”

”

1.2  : 

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.3  : 

Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984) 

Laputa: The Castle in the Sky (1986) 

.  : 

   1.1 
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   1.2 

.  : 

.  : 

 12   (1:2)  

 1 : 1 ( 1  1 )  24 

 9  7 
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( / ) -

/ /

/

 (

/

)

 (

/ )

•

• /

•

•

•  • 

• •

•  (

)

•  (

)

• • -

• •

•
•

 11.
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( / ) -

 (

)

 80-90  110-120 

• :
• :

• :
• :

 ( )

 (

)

 11.
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 “ ” (defamilarization) 

 (formalism) ” ”

” ”

 (

 2 

 3 )  “ ”  ” ” (form & 

content) 

 “ ”

“ ”  (new morphology)  “ “  (new narration style) 

 9  6 

 (Message Design) 

1.

1.1

 (supernatural lead to realistic life) 

1.2  ( )

1.3

1.4
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1.5

1.6  ( / / )

2.

 2.1 

 2.2 

 2.3 

 2.4 

 2.5 

 2.6 

“ ”

 “ ”  “ ”

 “ ”
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3.

 “ ” (Aesthetics)  (Image of Beauty) 

 “ ”

“ ”  “ ”

 “ ”

 4 

3.1

3.2
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3.3

 (Nostalgia) 

3.4

 (Leo Toystoy)  (expression) 

(theme)

 “ ”

 “ ”

 “ ”



210

 “ ”

 “ ”    

 “ ”

 “ ”  (new narration style) 

 “ ”

 “ ”

 “ ”



211

      

 “ ”  “ ”

 (  30 )

?

 ” ”

 ” ”  ” ”  “ ”

” ”  “ ”  ” ”

 ” ”

 “ ”

 “ ”

: “ ”

 (Arts as Communication Act)  (New 

Morphology)  4  “

”
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1.  (Expression) 

2.    (Significant Form) 

 3. 

 (Relationship) 

 “ ”

 4.  (Culture) 

 “ ”

 4 

 “ ”

(imaginative media-itself)  “ ”  “ ”

     

1.

2.
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 (Artistic Content and 

Textual Study) 

1.

2.

3.

 (narrative) “ ”

 “ ”

.
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 (Synopsis) 
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 (Synopsis) 

1. Lupin III: The Castle of Cagliostro (1979)  

2. Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984) 

3. Laputa: The Castle in the Sky (1986) 

4. My Neighbor Totoro (1988)  

5. Kiki's Delivery Service (1989) 

6. Porco Rosso (1992) 

7. Princess Mononoke (1997)   

8. Spirited Away (2001)   

9. Howl's Moving Castle (2004)

1. Lupin III: The Castle of Cagliostro (1979)

 " " (Lupin)  " " (Jigen) " "

(Goamon) 
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 " " (Cagliostro) 

 “ ” (Clarisse) 

 " ”

 " "(Zenigata) 
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1. Nausicaä of the Valley of Wind (1984)

" " (Seven 

Days of Fire)  

 " " (Fukai) 
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 " " (Ohmu) 

 " " (the Valley of the Wind) 

"

" (Princess Nausicaä) 

 (Mehve) 

     

 (Kushana) 

 Kyoshinhei  Giant God Soldiers 

(Asbel) 
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3. Laputa: The Castle in the Sky (1986)

 " " (Sheeta)  (Muska) 



225

    (Dora) 

 " " (Pazu) 

 " " (Laputa) 

 " " (Doom Charm) 

 " "



226

4. My Neighbor Totoro (1988)

 " " (Satsuki) " " (Mei)  11  4 
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" "

(  Mr.Black) 

    

 (Totoro) 

 2  

 "

" (Cat Bus) 

    

 "

"
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5. Kiki's Delivery Service (1989)

" "(Karikiya) " " (Kiki)  13 

 " " (Jiji) 

"

" (Koriko) 

 " "

(Tombo)

 " " (Osono) 

 "
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"

 " " (Ursula) 
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6. Porco Rosso (1992)

 1920 

 " " (Porco)   (Savoia S-2) 

!!!

 " " (Curtis) 

 " "

 "

" (Piccoro)  " "

(Fio) 
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7. Princess Mononoke (1997)



232

" " (Ashitaka)   

     " " (Boar God)

 " " (Jiko Bou) 

 “ ” (Shishi Kami) 

 " " (Tatara Ba)  " "

(Lady Eboshi)     

 " " (Animal Gods) 

 " " (Moro)  " "

     

" " (San) 

 "

" (Okkotonushi)   500 
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8. Spirited Away (2001)  

 " " (Chihiro) 



234

 " " (Kamaji) 

 " " (Yubaba) 

 " " (Haku) 

 " " (Sen) 

 " " (the Faceless Spirit) 

 " "
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(Zeniba)   " "

 " "

 " " (Kohagu)   



236

9. Howl's Moving Castle (2004)

" " (Sophie)  18 

 " " (Howl)  

   

 " " (Witch of the Waste) 

 90 

 " " (Markl)  " " (Calcifer) 

 " " (Tunip) 
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 (Madame Salliman) 



238
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Laputa: The Castle in the Sky (1986)

Ofuji Award; Mainichi Movie Competition  

First Place; Pia Ten (Best Films of the Year)  

First Place; Japanese Movies; City Road  

First Place; Japanese Movies; Eiga Geijyutsu (Movie Art)  

First Place; Japanese Films Best 10; Osaka Film Festival  

Eighth Place; Japanese Films; Kinema Junpo Best 10

Second Place; Readers' Choice; Kinema Junpo Best 10

Best Anime; 9th Anime Grand Prix  

Special Recommendation; The Central Committee for Children's Welfare

Special Award (to Miyazaki & Takahata); Revival of Japanese Movies

Kiki's Delivery Service (1989)

Best Animated Film; 44th Mainichi Film Competition  

Best Japanese Film of the Year, Voted by Readers; Kinema Junpo 

(a prestigious Japanese movie magazine)  

Special Award; Japan Academy Award  

Tokyo Metropolitan Cultural Honor  

7th Annual Money Making Director's Award  

Gold, Japanese Film; 7th Annual Golden Gross Award  

Special Achievement Award; The Movie's Day  

Special Award: The Erandole Award  

Best Film and Best Director; Japan Cinema Association Award

Excellent Movie; Japanese Agency of Cultural Affairs 

(a government agency under the Ministry of Education)  

Best Anime; 12th Annual Anime Grand Prix  
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Princess Mononoke (1997)

Best Movie; The 21st Japan Academy Award (complete list)  

Best Japanese Movie, Best Animation, and Japanese Movie Fans' Choice; The 52nd 

Mainichi Movie Competition  

Best Japanese Movie and Readers' Choice; Asahi Best Ten Film Festival  

Excellent Movie Award; The Agency for Cultural Affairs  

Grand Prize in Animation Division; The 1st Media Arts Festival (by the Agency for Cultural 

Affairs of the Ministry of Education)  

Best Director; Takasaki Film Festival  

Best Japanese Movie; The Association of Movie Viewing Groups  

Movie Award; The 39th Mainichi Art Award  

Best Director; Tokyo Sports Movie Award  

Nihon Keizai Shinbun Award for Excellency; Nikkei Awards for Excellent Products/Service  

Theater Division Award; Asahi Digital Entertainment Award  

MMCA Special Award; Multimedia Grand Prix 1997

Best Director and Yujiro Ishihara Award; Nikkan Sports Movie Award  

Special Achivement Award; The Movie's Day  

Special Award; Houchi Movie Award  

Special Award; Blue Ribbon Award  

Special Award; Osaka Film Festival  

Special Award; Elandore Award  

Cultural Award; Fumiko Yamaji Award  

Grand Prize and Special Achievement Award; Golden Gross Award  

First Place, best films of the year; The 26th "Pia Ten"  

First Place; Japan Movie Pen Club, 1997 Best 5 Japanese Movies  

First Place; 1997 Kinema Junpo Japanese Movies Best (10  Readers' Choice)  

Second Place; 1997 Kinema Junpo Japanese Movies Best (10 Critics' Choice)  

Best Director; 1997 Kinema Junpo Japanese Movies (Readers' Choice)  

First Place; Best Comicker's Award  
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First Place; CineFront Readers' Choice  

Nagaharu Yodogawa Award; RoadShow  

Best Composer and Best Album Production; 39th Japan Record Award  

Excellent Award; Yomiruri Award for Film/Theater Advertisement  

Spirited Away (2001)  

Best Animated Feature Film; 75th Annual Academy Awards  

Best Film; 2001 Japanese Academy Awards  

Golden Bear (tied); 2002 Berlin International Film Festival  

Best Animated Feature; 2002 New York Film Critics Circle Awards  

Special Commendation for Achievement in Animation; 2002 Boston Society of Film Critics 

Awards  

Best Animated Feature; 2002 Los Angeles Film Critics Awards

Outstanding Achievement in an Animated Feature Production; 2002 Annie Awards  

Best Directing in an Animated Feature Production; 2002 Annie Awards  

Best Writing in an Animated Feature Production; 2002 Annie Awards  

Best Music in an Animated Feature Production; 2002 Annie Awards  

Best Animated Feature; 2002 Critics' Choice Awards  

Best Animated Feature; 2002 New York Film Critics Online Award  

Best Animated Feature; 2002 Florida Film Critics Circle  

Best Animated Feature; 2002 National Board of Review  

Best Original Score in the Category of Comedy or Musical; 78th Annual Glaubber Awards  

Motion Picture, Animated or Mixed Media; 7th Annual Golden Satellite Awards  

Audience Award for Best Narrative Feature; 45th San Francisco International Film Festival  

Special Mention from the Jury; 2002 Sitges Film Festival  

Best Asian Film; 2002 Hong Kong Film Awards  

Best Animated Film; 29th Annual Saturn Awards  

Best Film (tied); Cinekid 2002 International Children's Film Festival  

Best Animated Feature; Online Film Critic Society  
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Best Animated Feature; Dallas-Forth Worth Critics  

Best Animated Film; Phoenix Film Critics Society  

Silver Scream Award; 19th Amsterdam Fantastic Film Festival  

Best Family/Animation Trailer; Fourth Annual Golden Trailer Awards  

Brilliant Dreams Award 2003; Bulgari

Award Winner, Film; 2003 Christopher Awards  

Award Winner, Most Spiritually Literate Films of  (2002 You); Spirituality & Health Awards  

Best Movie for Grownups who Refuse to Grow Up, Best Movies for Grownups Awards; 

AARP The Magazine  

Howl's Moving Castle (2004)

Animation Of The Year; 2005 Tokyo Anime Awards  

Best Animated Film; New York Film Critics Circle  

Best Director (Hayao Miyazaki); 2005 Tokyo Anime Awards  

Best Voice Actor/Actress (Chieko Baisho); 2005 Tokyo Anime Awards  

Best Music (Joe Hisaishi); 2005 Tokyo Anime Awards  

Best Original Score; Los Angeles Film Critics

Audience Award; 2005 Maui Film Festival  

Osella Awards for Technical Achievement; 61st Venice Film Festival  

Best Japanese Movie Overall; 2004 Mainichi Film Awards  

1st Runner Up, Golden Space Needle Award; 2005 Seattle International Film Festival 
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