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# # 6380106324 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: China and Afghanistan, Balance of Power, Legitimacy of CCP, Internal
Security
Pattarapol Rattanawan : CHINA'S FOREIGN POLICY TOWARDS AFGHANISTAN
AFTER 9/11. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. PONGPHISOOT BUSBARAT

This independent study examines China’s foreign policy towards
Afghanistan since the September 11 attacks, considering possible factors that
contributed to China’s decision. While external factors have been intervention in
Afghanistan which potentially led to great power competition, internal factors have
been China’s security concerns and desire to strengthen the territorial integrity of

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region.

The research findings confirm the assumption that the post-9/11 foreign
policy of China towards Afghanistan has mainly derived from the internal factors.
Due to violent resistance against the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region, China wants to maintain its national security and
stability, as well as to strengthen its legitimacy to govern the country, through its
foreign policy. Nevertheless, regarding regional balance of power, the hegemonic
competitions in the regional have been merely indirect effects of China’s policy
that aims to stabilize Afghanistan and prevent security ramifications to its domestic
governance. In other words, international power structure is not the main factor

shaping China’s foreign policy towards Afghanistan.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......cccccovievrienne.

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature ..o
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