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# # 6380148724 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Confucius Institutes, Threat Inflation, Neorealism, Perspective, U.S.A,,
Rise of China, China Threat
Surajak Jirapanjawat : THE U.S. PERSPECTIVE ON THE INFLUENCE OF THE
CONFUCIUS INSTITUTES. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Pongphisoot Busbarat, Ph.D.

This independent study examines the U.S. perspective on the influence of
the Confucius institute (Cl). The purpose of this article is to understand why
Cl have been portrayed as a threat to the U.S. by American political sector. In the
context of emerging China’s power, that challenging the U.S. as hegemony and
pushed both into the conflict as the strategic competition between them, which
caused the U.S. government has been watching warily on the Chinese government
activities, especially the activities of Cl which operates across the country. As a
result, the U.S. government do contain the influence from the Cl. Therefore, | will
apply a concept of “Threat Inflation” to explain the reactions of the U.S.
government on the influence of the Cl to understand The U.S. perspective.
According to the study, the most important factor which portrays China as a threat
is the emerging of China’s power to be the peer competitor to U.S. which affected
to the perspective of the Cl. It might be a threat on the American society. The
administrative structure of the Cl tied to the Chinese government and the Cl
prevailed over the American School making the U.S. opinion leaders called out
against all activities of the Cl nationwide. In particular, the American political sector
was trying to inflated the Cl as a threat into the public. In order to gain the

legitimacy from the public to control the influence of the Cl in the United States.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......cccccovievrienne.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/20954816.2021.1920194
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/20954816.2021.1920194.

2 Statista.com, "Total number of Confucius Institutes and Confucius Classrooms worldwide from 2013 to 2018," (C.
Textor, 2018). https://www.statista.com/statistics/879340/china-confucius-institutes-and-confucius-classrooms-

worldwide/.



+
[ IS a o

WINUNNVDIANNTUVIVB LAVIN S USRS BT TINeT090uNaTls i uedanivealdniu

Y

[ [
v 1 =

auneg 1 Unmeluanulssguanauiudnuiuiglsy Mdetwdudszdvn 6 weu faudi

q

yafiSestsmazlufatuayundnvesnisussyuiuilagnaen’ Suvanisaiiviliianis

&

anuisuademonudsunumuasaihiivesaniuusie aunilugnssuasofuanitusiod
ggnesaeanluialan lnslangluanigesniifiavivesaniiuwdeunis 110 uwidlu 44
%5 uawiliesSouvsdennda 519 wis Anszarseglulsaioulsvay dseufnuinoudu uas
freufnuneuaeianss s deyat 2019) Gaferdulszmaiiisuavvesanitunide
fuflunmsinniigalulan
srifludsnueuituesfiuiirnuasdonassanunisfunmsdniufanssuves

v A aa Y [ 1 o I A a Y 2 a v
ADTUUVIDNUBYNITNIGY ’JWﬂWENWEJWEJ']&JUQﬂm\‘lﬂquﬁlﬂf\]usLWﬂUﬂﬂﬂlI@LllﬁﬂUIﬂEJLQ‘W’WIU

Y EX

(%
1 1 a v v a 1

nauewy Weassfiewsiusuinintdeudunseld 8nviadadinnuneieruvourinans

9

Afloniiddnyvesansyy egrsdnsiasnmlunisuansaudniiu auhlugauasdeann
nmsiilesuarfihssiugewesansss Inanturidoniaanlussgnauseninusiunes
ansgiluszazenivzall

dwmalvanduvsdodugndediuludsauemifuuindu lngn1sdeniodly
anntunisinwiewifuginudaniedvanduvide Mfiusgrsdnaudenisesnun
indeulmvesmansna1sed asanfuva ewidud mnumvingrdedanln sonunizenso diivng
uAng1dedianln Annsaigiauduiiefuanituvsde TnewIsuiisuanduwdedniu
Lisamammslussuunmsinuvesansyy Sniesansiva sviau Sildsunuisnssuves
an1uvsdefinenenufadudnsiasnmmaivinistuanidunis@nwainusemasig q Tu
UnA1Y Confucius Institute: Academic Malware® §3d@0nA&0IAUANIANDI915E

UMIAINYIBYLNIDLUTNN (AAUP) Alasensaslanrdunisanerlusiusnnuieanianum

3 Magnus FiskesjO, "Who’s Afraid of Confucius?

Fear, Encompassment, and the Global Debates over the Confucius Institutes," in Yellow Perils, ed. Franck Billé and
Séren Urbansky, China Narratives in the Contemporary World (University of Hawai'i Press, 2018).

4 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations, Rob Portman, and Tom Carper, China’s Impact On The U.S. Education System:
Staff Report Permanent Subcommittee on Investigation United States Senate, United States Senate (Washington,
D.C,, Feb 22, 2019),
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/PSI%20Report%20China‘s%20impact%200n%20the%20US%20Educ
ation%20System.pdf.
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Subcommittee on Investigations, Rob Portman, and Tom Carper, China’s Impact On The U.S. Education System:
Staff Report Permanent Subcommittee on Investigation United States Senate.

8 "Waking up to China’s infiltration of American colleges," The Washington post, 2018, accessed May 14, 2022,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/waking-up-to-chinas-infiltration-of-american-
colleges/2018/02/18/99d3bee8-13f7-11e8-9570-29c9830535e5 _story.html.

? "Pentagon barred from funding Confucius Institues on American," The Washington Post, 2018, accessed May 14
2022, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/josh-rogin/wp/2018/08/14/pentagon-barred-from-funding-confucius-
institutes-on-american-campuses/.
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Subcommittee on Investigations, Rob Portman, and Tom Carper, China’s Impact On The U.S. Education System:
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