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Afnan Charansarn : Dynamics of Local Political Dynasty Under Authoritarionism: a

study of Chonburi Province. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. VIENGRAT NETHIPO

The purpose of this study is to study the political dynasty of Chonburi Province,
Khunpluem. It focuses on the dynamics of their political power and how they maintained their
power between the 2014 coup d'état and the 2021 local elections. A qualitative approach was
used in this study, which included documentary research and in-depth interviews with 15 key

informants. The main analytical method employed in the study is content analysis.

The findings indicate that the Khunpluem political dynasty adapted to
authoritarianism by showing no resistance to the coup d'état and eventually joining a political
party on the military side in order to regain political power. As a result of this strategy, their
power was indirectly affected by the formation of two political rival groups. These two political
groups are (1) the Move Forward Party-political network (formerly Future Forward Party), which
opposes the military succession, and (2) Mr. Suchat Chomklin's political groups, which split
from the network of Chonburi's dynasty following an imbalanced exchange of interests in the
2019 election. These two organizations have become formidable rivals in Chonburi. The
younger generation and the middle class, who had no ties to the Khunpluem political dynasty,
supported the first group. The second group cooptated the politicians who opposed a change
in the management of the Chonburi dynasty network, which shifted from using money in their
patronage to rely more on bureaucracy to maintain networks. With all these opponents, the
Khunpluem dynasty could still retain their power. Their key strategies were switching the
political side to join the government, allocating resources effectively within their network and

using patronage-based relationships to reach out citizens.
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