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# # 5884216227 : MAJOR NON-FORMAL EDUCATION
KEYWORD: Discourse analysis on the elderly's learning, informal learning enhancement model, the elderly in urban society, Informal
learning enhancement for the elderly
Porrawan Doungrat
DISCOURSE ANALYSIS ON THE ELDERLY'S LEARNING TO DEVELOP AN INFORMAL LEARNING ENHANCEMENT MODEL FOR ELDERLY IN UR
BAN SOCIETY . Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Archanya Ratana-ubol, Ph.D. Co-advisor: Asst. Prof. Weerachat Soopunyo, Ph.D.

The research titled "Discourse analysis on the elderly's learning to develop an informal learning enhancement model for the elderly
in urban society" was a qualitative study conducted based on a conceptual framework on elderly learning, synthesized from past discourses on
elderly learning. The research aimed to answer the following questions: 1) What should be the characteristics of new discourses to enhance elderly
learning and how can they contribute to the development of an informal learning enhancement model for the elderly in urban society?, 2) What
should be the characteristics of an informal learning enhancement model in accordance with the attitudes of Thai elderly in urban society?, 3) What
are the results and conditions of using the informal learning enhancement model in accordance with the attitudes of Thai elderly in urban society? 4)
Can the results from using the informal learning enhancement model for Thai elderly in urban society be used as guidelines for promoting learning
in accordance with attitudes in urban society in the future? If so, how? The research objectives were outlined as follows: 1) To analyze the discourse
related to the learning of the elderly, 2) To develop an informal learning enhancement model in accordance with the attitudes of the elderly in
urban society, 3) To present guidelines on using the informal leaming enhancement model for the elderly in urban society. This research was divided
into three stages according to the research objectives. Stage 1 involved document and print media review from the years 20012012, employing the
principles of discourse analysis according to Foucault and Fairclough, and synthesizing information to form a concept of elderly learmingThis concept
was used as a guide for carrying out research in stage 2. Stage 2 focused on developing an informal learning enhancement model in accordance with
the attitudes of the elderly in urban societylt used the concept of elderly learning along with elements of an informal learning enhancement model.
This stage specifically examined elderly people in urban society, using interviews with a sample group of 112 elderly individuals living in six regions
of Thailandin addition, interviews were conducted with people working in the field of promoting learning for the elderly in societyThis provided
indepth information about elderly learning, which was used to draft an informal learning enhancement model for the elderly in urban society and to
present it to a group of qualified individuals to check its appropriateness and feasibility. Stage 3 involved exploring suggestions for using the
aforementioned informal learning enhancement model. This was done through group discussions with five qualified individuals to derive practical
future guidelines. The research results indicate that the characteristics of discourses related to elderly learning in the past can be divided into two
periods. The first period, called 'normal world learning', emphasized the power of religious institutions specifying the elderly as experts in various
learning mattersThe second period, known as 'keeping up with social changes learing/, is a time when the elderly need to learn to adapt to ongoing
societal changes. Both periods show differing beliefs about elderly learningThese findings were developed into a concept about elderly learning in
urban society, presenting six key points of elderly learning: 1) beliefs about learning, 2) sources of elderly learning, 3) methods of elderly learning, 4)
goals of learning, 5) factors affecting learning, and 6) necessary knowledge. From the contexts found in each point, the researcher developed these
alongside components of an informal learning enhancement modelThrough document studies and elderly interviews, it was found that the model
consists of principles of learning promotion, facilitators of learning, learning spaces, learning interactions, resources for learning promotion, learning
promotion activities, and methods of learning promotionit was found that the characteristics of discourses related to elderly learning can be used to
define the principles of learning promotion, such as choosing contexts that create challenges in learing "Learning new things creates challenges for
the elderly who want to make changes in their lives". The beliefs about elderly learning in Thai urban society show both the societal norms and the

ability of the elderly to select, negotiate, and construct their own beliefs about learning within these frameworks.
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