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This thesis focuses on China's expansion of power in the Mekong region
through resource imperialism and China's Hydro-Hegemony in the Mekong Basin.
The research explores the development of resource imperialism and hegemony
along with the power contexts underpinning Chinese hegemony and domination
strategies. The study includes a case study on infrastructure projects as China's
instrument of controlling water resources in Laos and its impact. The research also
examines transnational civil society's counter-strategies, the roles, motivations,
strategies, and contributing factors to the success of transnational civil society as
an organization in opposing China's expanding power. Key findings in this thesis
include China's hegemony status, the outcome of civil society's opposition to
dams, and recommendations for stakeholder engagement, increasing transparent.
Finally, research seeks solutions with the least impact on the environment and

resolution of potential conflicts in the region.
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2.1 WAIUINISYRINANLUIAA Resource Imperialism
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% S.C. Smith, British Imperialism 1750 - 1970 (Cambridge University Press, 1998).
% Azzedine Haddour Jean-Paul Sartre, Steve Brewer, Terry McWilliams, Colonialism and Neocolonialism, ed. 1st Edition

(London: Routledge, 2001).
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" Alex Bryne, "Yes, the US had an empire — and in the Virgin Islands, it still does," 2022 (2017),
https://theconversation.com/yes-the-us-had-an-empire-and-in-the-virgin-islands-it-still-does-73567.

% Henry Veltmeyer, "Development and Globalization as Imperialism," Canadian Journal of Development Studies / Revue
canadienne d'études du développement 26, no. 1 (2005/01/01 2005), https://doi.org/10.1080/02255189.2005.9669027,
https://doi.org/10.1080/02255189.2005.9669027.

# Ali Parchami, Hegemonic peace and empire: the Pax Romana, Britannica and Americana (Routledge, 2009).
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* Rosa Luxemburg, The accumulation of capital ( London : Routledge and K. Paul, 1951).
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3! Richard A. Lewin, "Imperialism and Natural Resource Acquisition," (April 2012),
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/257068122 Imperialism_and_Natural Resource Acquisition.
*2 International River, "The mighty Congo is Africa’s second-longest river after the Nile,"

https://www.internationalrivers.org/where-we-work/africa/congo/.
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5 | G. Rudykh, O. S. Shilova, and N. V. Khomich, "Problems and Prospects of the Chinese Construction Industry," lop
Conference Series Earth and Environmental Science (2021), https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/751/1/012172.

%1% None 9&& et al,, "Indian Ocean Passages and their geopolitical impacts on China," fté.{ff—/—r /? (2018),
https://doi.org/10.18306/dlkxjz.2018.11.007.

57 R B et al, "Indian Ocean Passages and their geopolitical impacts on China.”
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