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This thesis aims at studying history, performance and manipulating technics of Nang Yai
(large puppet) Wat Sawang Aram's Troupe, Singburi Province. The research methodology is based
upon the documents, interviewing of performers and scholars, observation of five performances and
researcher's practical training with the troupe performers.

The puppets were donated to the wat (temple) in 1875 when the temple was established.
There have been three troupe leaders from the direct family line eversince. There are 270 puppets in
all, ranging from .5 to 2 meter tall, which are devided into four sets, each for a particular episode-
Intrajit. Wirunchambang, But-Lop and Totsakan's 5t battle. The last one is the perfect set of
puppets which has always been performed nowadays.

Nang vai performance is devided into three consecutive parts, Paying Homage to the
Teachers, Black and White Monkeys Prelude and Totsakan's 5t Battle episode which depicts the
fighting between rama and Totsakan from dawn to dusk. Both sides adiourn for the next day.

Puppet manipulation is devided into “Front of Screen” and “Back of Screen” technics.
Front of Screen technic, puppeteers move facing the audience, facing the screen and turning
sideways towards the audience. Back of Screen technic, puppeteers sit and stand facing the
screen. This technic is used only for all puppets in Audience Scene except Rama and Totsakan, and
for Troupe Scene which always begins at the back then puppeteers move gradually to the front of the
screen. One puppeteer holds one puppet with two hands and dances with Bipat, Thai music
ensemble. There are 17 sets of dance movements and 8 floor patterns. Puppeteers can perform
slightly different within the rigid tradition.

Performers, today, comprise 20 males age 16 to 83 years old. A performance fee costs
between 7,000 to 30,000 Baht depending upon contract's requirements. They perform about 2-3
times a year. During the research, no training of Nang Yai manipulation is found which indicates the
trend of decline.
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