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This research aimed to examine and analyze how the U.S. supported
ASEAN Centrality between 2017 to 2022. It was after the U.S. announced the idea
of a Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP), the main concept of the Indo-Pacific
strategy which emphasized an affirmation of ASEAN Centrality. The analytical
framework in this study relied on Neoliberal Institutionalism approach. It found
that the U.S. has continued to support ASEAN as a primary driving force in
conducting relations. Since ASEAN is an international institution with a clear
structure and mechanism, it has carried out cooperation continuously and
contributed to the U.S.’s interest in maintaining the liberal international order and
in pursuing its strategic goals. Nevertheless, the U.S. pushed minilateral
cooperations such as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) and the trilateral
security pact between Australia, the UK and the US (AUKUS) to play a security role
in the region, raising concern that it would affect ASEAN centrality. But the study
demonstrated that the U.S.”s purpose was counteracting China's growing influence,

not to replace ASEAN's central role in regional architecture.
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https://asean2019.go.th/th/news/%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A2%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99-%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%99%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%94-%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%8B%E0%B8%B4/
https://asean2019.go.th/th/news/%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A2%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99-%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%99%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%94-%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%8B%E0%B8%B4/
https://www.thaigov.go.th/news/contents/details/30093
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