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Abstract

National Scheme of Education, Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Management of Basic Education

from the Reign of King Rama V to the End of the Absolute Monarchy

The main purpose of this research is to study the principle concept and method of the
national scheme of education, curriculum, teaching and learning management involved in the
foundation of basic education in Siam from the reign of King Rama V , which was the start of the
education reform in Siam until the end of the absolute monarchy. The success of education plan
during this period made it possible for the nation to achieve the crucial goal in producing civilized
citizens and unifying the country.

The study finds that in the reigns of King Rama V, King Rama VI and King Rama VII,
there were altogether 9 national schemes of education and 8 curricula. This was considered the
milestone for systematic and methodical scheme of education in the country. The national
scheme of education was of considerable importance because it was the model upon which other
changes in education plans such as education patterns, curriculum designs and reforms were
based. With regards to the teaching and learning management, the production of qualified and
skillful teachers was the leading factor that contributed to standardized education. This began
with the establishment of the teacher’s training school in 1892 which would later become
teacher’s colleges, for example Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University, with its first BA
degrees in education in 1957. From the research study which pinpoints the objective of each
national scheme of education and curriculum during this period, the researcher found that the
three kings had displayed a far vision in using education that was modeled after the west as a way
to produce civilized citizens and stabilize the country. The national scheme of education had as
its main objective the necessity to produce westernized and educated citizens that would bring
about a unified country that would not fall victim to western colonization. Suitability to the Thai
way of life and environment was taken into consideration ; education of the citizens went hand in
hand with Buddhist dharma teaching. Desirable qualities of learners were part of the plan.
Moreover, there was a curriculum design regarding regional farming resources since farming was
the backbone of the country. The national scheme of education did not prepare the Thai people
only for work having to do with government services but also for vocational fields with an
emphasis on nationalism and personal sacrifice for greater good. In conclusion, the Thai national
scheme of education in the past was successful and suitable for the Thai society although it had
certain obstacles in terms of budget and personnel shortage. Educators of today should not ignore

the founding concepts of the national scheme of education in the past.
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