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This research was conducted to investigate the interaction between host and guests , the
process of production and the audience attitude toward Thai television health programs in Ethnography
of Communication. Case study “Prik furn Sukkapab Kon Mueng” and “Variety Prik furn Sukkapab” with
the concept and theoretical framework of Thai Medical Service System and Western Medical Service
System, An ethnography of communication by Dell Hymes and Saville-troike ,The Polite way of
Language by Brown and Levinson and Discourse Analysis. Base on these frameworks, this research
investigated methods of conceptualizing issue that presenting in the programs, content’s structure of the
program, analyzing the form of interaction between host and guests and audience attitude by using
qualitative research method and ethonography method.

The research found that “Prik furn Sukkapab Kon Mueng” program submitted the theoretical of
Biomedicine while “Variety Prik furn Sukkapab” submitted the theoretical of health care system. Both
programs emphasized on modern medical system and the patience should rely on medical institute.

The form of interaction between host and guest consisted of 4 communicative events, which are
the opening session, the introducing session, the question & answer session and the ending session. In
each communicative event contained many speech act such as speech acts of introduction, introducing
guest, greeting, calling, announcing, explaining, warning, ordering, telling story, reference, showing
appreciation and inviting.

The audiences’ attitudes toward health program were as follows. The interviewing between host
and guest should be a combination of essence .of knowledge and. relaxed style, and the audience still

trusted the doctor's messages maore than other guests’ messages.
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“Ethnography of Communication : Developed initially by Dell Hymes, this
perspective assumes that The nature of communication, especially speech, is
systematically patterned and needs to be studied on its own and for its own
sake. The nature of communication is culture specific and cross-culturally
diverse. Ethnographers typically examine ways of speaking within a particular

culture or community and through the use of case studies and fieldwork,
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search for specific patterns of communication that are distinctive to a
particular culture and for general principles of communication that are cross-
culturally valid. Ethnographers generally do not rely on scientific method in
their scholarship. Donal Carbaugh, Gerry Philipsen, Steven Pratt, and Lawrence
Weider are representative scholars in this tradition.” (Building Communication

Theory, 45)

“Ethnography of Communication is as much a method of conducting
research as it is a theory of language. Individual ethnographers might actually
live within a particular speech community and study their unique styles and
patterns  of verbal communication. Gerry  Philipsen, for example, spent
considerable time in a Chicago community of labor workers and discovered a
unique set of rules for how the men communicate among themselves, with
their spouses and children, and with outsiders. Lawrence Weider and Steven
Pratt studied the rules for language use among a Native American Osage

fribe.” (Building Communication Theory, 47)
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9AUN9sN (Speech Act)

“Speech act theorists maintain that in order to understand language,
one must understand a speaker’s intentions. Any statement uttered is called a
speech act. Five types of speech acts include commissives, directives,
assertives, expressives, and declarations. Speech acts are governed by
constitutive and regulative rules. Constitutive rules prescribe the meaning of an
act whereas regulative rules gquide the sequence of acts. The theory was

developed by John Searle.” (Building Communication Theory, 46)
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