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OBJECTIVE : To study the natural course of hepatitis G virus infection in thalasscmic
children.
DESICN : Longitudinal descriptive study
SETT-]NG : Pediatric out-patient unit, Chulalongkorn Hospital
PATIENTS : Transfusion - dependent thelassemic children infected with hepatitis G virus.
METHOD : Tsvcnty-ﬂuee thalassemic children who had infected with HGV were came tu
followed prospectwely for presence of HGV-RNA by RT-PCR in serum samples at 6 th, 12th, 15 4. ,-
i6th, 17 th month ofthe stady . ' '
RESULT : Of 23 HGV posmve cases , we found that there are 13 children ( 56% )
eventually cIealed the infection by 17 month without specific treatment. We. found that patients who
| received less than 40 blood transfusions are more likely to clear HGV- than those who recewed more .
- than 40 transfusmns ( p<0.05) Female patients tend to clear-the imfection more frequcnl y than
_...male patlents , but it did not reach stanstlcal sngmﬁcance ( p> 0 0s5)
CONCLUSIONS Vlral hepatltls G infection is self lmuted d1sease Most patlents can clear
the infection by themselves. We concluded that the natural course of viral hepatitis G mfectlon is mild

disease and patients can get rid the virus by themselves
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