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# # 4685081528 : MAJOR MASS COMMUNICATION

KEY WORD: EGAT LABOUR UNION / ANTI EGAT'S PRIVATIZATON / AGENDA SETTING
NISACHOL THUANTHONG : THESIS TITLE. THE CHANNELING OF ANTI EGAT'S
PRIVATIZATION PUBLIC AGENDA IN THE MEDIA BY EGAT LABOUR UNION
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF, UBONRAT SIRIYUVASAK, Ph.D., 160 pp.

The objectives of this research are: 1. o swidy the anti-privatization policy of the Electricity
Organization of Thailand (EGAT) 2. to study the channeling of public agenda of EGAT's Labor Union in the
mainstream media and the union's website, luegat, during the Thai Rak Thai govemment in 2004-2005. The
research methods are; document research, depth interview, field cbservation and content anlysis of news
from television Channel 7, 9 and Nation Channel and Thai Rath, Thai Past, Matichon and Krungthep Turakit.

The study found that EGAT Labor Union's opposition o the government's privatization policy
was because this would change EGAT public service mandate. The change will have serious effect on
electricity rale and the security of the system. Dams and electricity infrastructure would be transferred
from public asset into private hands. The Union also opposed the plan to bring the public enterprise in to
the stock market and the conflict of interest incurred from this policy.

The government responded immediately o ﬂquagenda on electricity rate and distibution of
shares. Second prionty was given fo the agenda on public asset The mainstream media although
welcomed the anti-privatization mowve by the Labor Union did not push far enough to win public consensus.
Television Channel 7 and 9 gave more spaces lo govemment and EGAT sources while Nation Channel
inclined to give spaces to EGAT Labor Union. Thai Post, Matichon and Krungthep Turakit gave spaces to
the anti-privatization groups whereas Thai Rath was compromised by the government

EGAT Labor Union put up its websile, www.luegat.com, in a bid lo oppose the privatization palicy.
This is a new type of ‘citizen medium’ 12 channel its opposiion agenda to EGATs employees and union
members, including civil society networks. The‘website worked as-a channel to counter the government and
administrative agenda by providing information and canscientize, as well as empower the readers.

In addition, EGAT's Labor Union built its network around civil society as a strategy to
strengthen the people’s political movement. This means that the anti-privatization agenda has

become part of a larger movement or the New Social Movement (NSM).

X
Department ....Mass Communication..... Student's Signature.....n.” B P Lol i it
Field of study .... Mass Communication..... Advisor's Signature... . W.ML.........5 Fodviis
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Where trade unlonists start thelr day on the net.

Act NOW!

This campalgn Is alsc available in the following languages:

Thailand: Support union
call to stop privatisation!

Unlon protests in deflance of tha Thaksin administration’s plan to
privatise the Electricity Generating Authority of Thalland (EGAT) have
steadily escalated since the |ﬂ|ﬂl?ﬁbrulrr 23rd protest involving
over 2,000 workers ffom 5 state enterpri

On March 3rd tens of thousands workers from all 41 state enterprises
were joined by privabe sector workers, students and activists In front
of EGAT headquarters in the biggest demonstration against Thailand's
Thaksin government, well known for its autharitarian, CEC=style
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This campaign is
now closed.

Click here for mane
infarmation about this
Eampagn
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