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# # 4385089328 : MAJOR JOURNALISM

KEY WORD : NEWSPAPER / EDUCATION NEWS / PUBLIC EXPECTATION
NIDA SUWANACHAISAK : ROLE OF NEWSPAPERS IN PROMOTING EDUCATION ALONG
THE EDUCATIONAL REFORM POLICY AND PUBLIC EXPECTATION
ADVISOR : DUANGKAMOL CHARTPRASERT, Ph.D., 134 pp. ISBN 974-17-1187-5

The objectives of this research are to study the role of newspapers in promoting education
along the educational reform policy, the factors governing such a role and public expectation
towards the role of newspapers in promoting education. The research methods consist of content
analysis and in-depth interview. The findings of the research are as follows.

The newspapers directly promote education less than they do indirectly along the
educational reform policy. The most promoted policy is the life-long educational policy. Ranked
second and third are the learning reform policy and the social participation policy. As regards the
indirect educational promation, it is found that the first three rankings deal with positive content. The
other three rankings that follow deal with controversial issues or negative content. However, the
issues covered most on the front page are the three issues whose news values concern controversy.

The use of top-down news sources is more prominent than the use of bottom-up news
sources. The most frequently used top-down sources are governmental organizations. Hence, the
majority of news deal with policies. The most frequently used bottom-up news sources, on the other
hand, are the reporters.

As regards the direct and- indirect educational promotions, it is found that the newspapers
assume the role of news informers the most.

The factors governing the educational role of the newspapers are organizational policy,
news issues and reporters, including the fact that the readers are of the opinion that the newspapers
do not give much importance.to educational news. By contrast, the newsmen feel that the readers
themselves do-not pay ‘much attention to consumption ‘of educational news. Besides, additional
factors include the nature of business, news sources, space and limited time involved.

As regards_public. expectation -towards the role.of newspapers. in-promoting education, it is
found that the public want the newspapers to act as social stimulants, create a greater awareness to
people in the society in terms of education, devote more space to educational news, and try to link
education with other social issues to point out to the readers that education relates with, and is

crucial to, every social event.
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