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AN ABSTRACT

# # 4385264828 : MAJOR JOURNALISM
KEY WORD: REALITY CONSTRUCTION / JUDGEMENT / STORY NARRATION

RATANA PRAYOONRUK : REALITY CONSTRUCTION AND THE JUDGEMENT OF
NEWS SUBJECTS THROUGH STORY NARRATION IN NEWSPAPERS. THESIS
ADVISOR : PROF.SUKANYA SUDBANTHAD, Prof., 150 pp. ISBN 974-17-1229-4.

The objective of this research is to test the hypothesis retating to reality construction in
the judgment of news subjects. The methods consist of a detalled study of 6 representative
news cases continuously covered by daily newspapers from January through December 2001,

including depth interviews of 6 news subjects and related people and 1 journalism academic.

The findings of the research are as follows. Reality construction injudging news subjects
is used in news reporting of all 6 cases. This is done by means of story narration through
settings, characters, dialogues and action. The plots are constructed from selected events
which are, in turn, assembled in such a wa that some form of relationship can be established
among those events. This eventually leads to a certain conceptualization towards the news
subjects in one way or another. The factors responsible for such construction can be explained
in terms of the concepts pertaining to news values, the tradition in news presentation, the

dependence on very few news sources and other journalistic factors as the case may be.

The news subjects and related people agree that one cannot avoid. such reality
construction. However, the reporters should be aware of this fact and take more precaution in

their coverage of news.
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Narrative, narrator : A narrative is a story, tale or recital of facts. What
distinguishes a story from the flux of raw experience is that in a story a selection of
incidence is made so as to suggest some relationship between a series of events.
...Another major means of discriminating between different sorts of narrative is in terms

of the PLOT, or the structure and arrangement of incidents in book.
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Narrative is the recounting (as product and process, object and act, structure
and structuration) of one or more real or fictious EVENTS communicated by one, two, or
several (more or less overt) NARRATORS to one, two, or several (more or less overt)

NARRATEES.

...Itis more than a way of classifying tests : narrative is a perceptual activity that
organizes data into a cause-effect chain of events with a beginning, middle, and end
that embodies about the nature of events as well as-demonstrates how it is possible to

know, and hence to narrate, the events.
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