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COLUMN / PROGRAM OF THAI MASS MEDIA. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. DR.
KANJANA KAEWTHEP. 238 pp. ISBN 947-17-0966-8

The objectives of this qualitative research were as follow ; 1.) to find the meaning of
the discourse of sexual freedom in Thai mass media 2.) to study the construction of that
discourse and 3.) to compare the content and format of that discourse in each Thai mass
media. The research method relied on; 1.) a textual analysis of g&a column/program in five
Thai mass media which are Newspaper, Magazine, Radio, Television, and Internet 2.) an in-
depth interview with mass communicators. This research based on four theoretical frameworks
: The discourse analysis concept, The feminist media theory, The sexuality concept and The

media’s characteristics concept.

The findings are as follow :

1) According to the sexual freedom in two points which are the active in
sexual relation and promiscuity, there are three types of meaning toward sexual freedom in
Thai mass media : Conservative, Reform and Progressive. That construction of meanings effect
to the construction of identities and relations of men and women in Thai society.

2.) The -construction of the discourse of sexual freedom have interrelation
between the discourse practice; producers, the selection of questions, pattern of
communication, target groups, and the sociocultural practice. Some discourses in g&a
column/ program are coherent. with the mainstream discourses that are the discourses in
sociocultural, in-law and in religion ‘whereas some discourses are coherent with the counter-
mainstream discourse that is the Feminist's discourse.

3.) The ~content of discourse  toward sexual freedom .in. each ‘media is in the
same direction; conservative more than progressive, that is due to the double standard in
Thai society. For the format, there are the differences between each media because the

difference of media’s characteristics.
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