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CHALERNPOL MINGNUANG : POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AT SANITARY DISTRICT LEVEL
IH THAILAND : A COKPARATIVE STUDY OF SANITARY DISTRICT IN RONTHABURI PROVINCE. THESIS

ADVISOR : PROPESSOR SOMBOOK SUKSAMRAN, PH.D., (72 PP IS8R 974-§34-169-1

This thesis was intended to look into public behavior and participatory level ia local politic,
parficularly in the ssaitary district areas. Sanitary district in Thailand can de classified into two groups
according to the types of chairsam of the samitary district: elected or ex officio. The study also talk;d
ahout fact&rs affecting popular participstion in the senitary district. Bang §ri uang Seaitary District,
with elected chairman, and Plai Bang Semitary District, with ex officio chsirman, were chosea for study.

The study found thet popular participation inm both senitary districts were classified as low
to medium and had significant atatistical differences i.e. people in elected-chairean sanitary district
tended to take more role in the local political ldninistratiog than those i et officio-chairmen sanitary
district, ét is.also fouad that people i elected-chairpan xaiitary district temnded to have significant
dilference with peaple in ex officio-chairman sanitary district in tera of popular participation level.
factors affecting participation level ia batﬁ type of sasitary district included ser,age,occupation,
income, gréup. neabership, erpectation for other local benelits,snd democratic idealogy. Factors having
10 niknifi;ant statistics affecting political parti;ipation level in both kinds of samitary diltrictAvere
educationa[ leve[ 2ad range of living period in sanitary district.

; .The study suggeafed that saaitary district should be limited to only one type, i.c. with

elected chairpen,
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L AUMTHIP KONGPETCH : FACTORS LEADING TO PARTICIPATION IN RELIGIOUS
| ACTIVITIES OF BUDDHIST PEOPLE : A CASE STUDY OF WAT AMPHAWAN,
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| Y
! This research has the objective to study the various factors

affecting the decision of the people to participate in Buddhist activities
at Wat Amphawan and to study the role of a religious leader in persuading
people to participate in Buddhist activities.

X

" are:

| The factors which influence decision for people to participate
in Buddhist activities at Wat Amphawan include the role of the abbot
as the bpiritual leader of the people. He provides support to people
spiritually, and, most importantly, because of his wisdom and knowledge
he is able to advise people on how to solve the problems themselves. °
The spiiitual authority of the abbot leads others to respect, trust,
and admire him. They follow his path of correct behavior without him
having to exert his authority. Max Weber called this type of leader
a “charismatic leader." This study indicates that the important
factorsiinfluencing the participation in Buddhist religious activities

. Behavior and personality of the abbot

1
2, Leadership qualities of the abbot’
3. Physical and Environmental conditions of the temple.
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