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The purpose of this thesis is to look at the relationship between the perception and the production
of English word stress by native speakers of Thai. ﬁc subjects (N = 80) were students at ﬁnyit Unimity
whd had been selected by using the’ questionnaire asking for information about their English experience and
using the liélening ability test. They were of 4 groups as follows; '

1. High English Experience Subjects (HEES = 20) 2. Low English Experience Subjects (LEES = 20)

3. Good Listening Ability Subjects (GLAS = 20) 4. Bad Li.stcning Ability Subjects (BLAS = 20)
Subjects were given a four part “ English word stress test” focusing on (a) Self English Production 1 - SEPd 1
(b) Perception of Native Pronunciation - PcNP ~ (c) Perception of Self Production - PcSP and (d) Self
English Production 2 - SEPd 2.

The results between the stress production aﬁd the stress perception experiments showed that there
was & positive relationship between these two experiments it most groups -except the BLAS whose scores in
the perception experiments-were the lowest. In the production experiments, the BLAS also had no improvement
in SEPd 2. The experiments demonstrated that the best group was the GLAS foliowed by the HEES and the
LEES respectively.

In term of the corrclation between the perception and the production of English word stress using
Pearson’s Product Moment Coefficient Correlation (rxy), the result showed a medium positive correlation
between the stress perception and the stress production (rxy = 0.32) at the significant level of 0.01. There
wasg the highest pésilivc correlation found in the HEES group, i.c., between SEPd 1 and SEPd 2 (mxy = 0.70)
and PcNP and PcSP (rxy = 0.88). |

This rescm;ch reveals that the leamer’s English experience played an important role in the
perception and the production of English word stress. The language experience which increases with the time
the leamners are exposed Lo the language, helps the leamers 0 Jeam and have & constant of their language
ability. However, the listening ability is individualistic. It needs constant practice and continuous e;q;osure 10 the
language which will help the language learners develop their language ability in & Jong term aspect.
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