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The objective of this research is to study and analyse the legal system and the
dispute settlement procedure of General Agreemeht on Tariff and Trade (GATT) in 1947
whether they are compatible with the protection of the global commons, according to the

study of Tuna-Dolphin case.

The research finding shows that environmental regulations are related to the free
trade principles. However, the existing GATT rules are not efficient enough to protect the
‘global commons, it is necessary to improve the legal syétem to be in line with the trade.
According to the study, the decision of Tuna-Dolphin case has been analysed on the
following issues : 1) the exploring and interpretation of the environmental exceptions in
GATT Article XX 2) the conservation of natural resources outside the state territory 3) the
unilateral trade measure of the United States 4) the implementation of the trade measures
based on the Product Process Methods (PPMs) and 5) the mechanism and procedure of
dispute settlement of GATT in 1947. As analysed earlier, the GATT Rules and its procedure
have several loopholes which are not compatible with the protection of the global commons.
Consequently, the research is conducted to compile possible proposals to solve the problem,
including criticizing the advantages and disadvantages. Finally, this research has
suggested two solutions to the problem, firstly, the long term proposal is the amendment of
GATT Rules. - Secondly, the exemption of the Multilateral Environmental Agreements
(MEAs) from the GATT Rules under the waiving procedure in Article XXV : 6 is the short

term solution.
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