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‘Monthira W. . Friday, 21 August 1998 19:23:44

12:08 21 Aug RTRS-FOCUS-INRO outlook shaky, new alternative pursued

By Monthira Wirotanan _ o

BANGKOK, Aug 21 (Reuters) - The future of the International Natural Rubber Organisation
(INRO) hung in the balance on Friday after Malaysia confirmed its intention to leave the world
rubber cartel. . : X -

if Thailan% leaves; the collapse of INRO is inevitable, officials sttending the Association of
Natural Rubber Producing Countries (ANRPC) meeting in Ban?kok said. )

In anticipation of INRO's demise, the meeting agreed on Fridey to create an alternative support
for rubber prices and mapped out a timetable to agree its details. -

Malaysia's Primary Industries Minister Lim Keng Yaik said his country would definitely leave

INRO. , .
"When | go back to my country, | will hurry to get out,” Lim told an ANRPC news conference in

Bangkok. Lo L

Li?n said it would be difficult for INRO to carry on &s a cartel once Malaysia left the organisation.

"1 don't want to predict the future of INRO but it will be difficult for INRO to carry on. If
Thalland leaves, it will be even more diffficult,® he said. o

Thalland, the world's top rubber exporter, sald it was inclined to isave INRO but thw final )
decision would be made during a Natural Rubber Policy Committeé meeting next month, according
to Deputy Agriculture Minister Somchai Sunthornwat. ) .

“Personally, | am inclined to follow Malaysia. INRO is becoming less and less useful for Thailend
and producing countries,® he said. "

“But the matter will be decided by a rubber committee and the cabinet next month.,

Both ministers made the statements at the end of the three-day ANRPC meeting, which was
called to discuss key members' views on INRO membership and possible alternative mechanisms
to replace it if it collapses. . .

indonesia seid it was not ready to support Thalland and Melaysia at this point. W

"It is not the right for us time to withdraw from INRO...We have no plan in the short term," said
_?oadedlana Suharto, head of Indonesia’s Agency for Research and Development for industry and

ra [- 8 i A “ .

But with or without indonesls's support, analysts sald the departure of Maleysia and Thailand
could lead to the demise of INRO because they hold a big chunk of votes on the producing
countries’ side. o

If they leave, Indonesia is uniikely to be able to carry the additional burden of contribution fees.
Contribution fees to INRO are calculated from the number of votes of each member country which
reflect the size of its exports or imports. . .

INRO was set up in 1980 to stabilise the volatile world rubber prices under the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). . L

- . It groups six rubber producing and 18 consuming countries. The producer members include
Thalland, Indonesis, Malaysla, ivory Coast, Nigeria and Sri Lanka. _ .
Consuming couritry membets Include the United States, Japan, China, Germany, Frante,
- Austria, Belgium plus Luxembourg, Denmark, Finland, Greece, ireland, Italy, the Netherlands,
Spain, Sweden and Britain.
The ANRPC members endorsed a proposed new mechanism which involves supply
rationallsation, buffer stock management and the creation of a coordinsted market system.
Theiland has proposed that world rubber supply be kept 20 percent below world demand.
The meeting on Fridey set a schedule for furthar discussion on the details of the mechanism.
There will be a senlor officlals’ meeting on the issue in Malaysla next month, to be followed by a
ministerial-level meeting in Vietnam in November. ,

For related news, double click on one of the following codes:
{St] (SOF} (C} {E} (U} (J) TAFN] {TH) IMY) [RUB) [TRD {DIP] [POL) (EMRG] [ID} [CI} ISG) IPG] [VN]
(NG] [LK) [US} [JP) (AUT) [AFE) [LEN) [RTRS) _

Friday, 21 August 1998 12:08:27
RTRS (nBKK07620)
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~BC~-Thailand-Drugs Blacklist
“Nearly 90Q@ government officials on narcotics blacklist( '

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) . Nearly 900 people from the ranks of the
civil service, military and .police have -been placed on a narcotics
blacklist that will be turned over to investigators, & newsipapsr
said Baturday. . '

.  The blacklist is part of a government effort to halt the spread
of drug.dealing among state esployees. = L
' . “The Banghok Post quoted a Narcetics Control Board officer,
Chartchai Suthiklow, as saying the names of @71 state officials
‘suspected of involvement ip drugs would be handed gyer to police
once further information was gathered.

' Thé suspected officials work in a number of ministries, including
justice, as well ‘as the custams departsent and. units aof the police
and silitary, the newspaper said. N y '

. L .Thailand's efforts to .eradicate narcotics trafficking are
frequently praised by the ‘international ‘community, but most of thase
‘apprehanded are minor dealers. '

' Thai anti-narcotics officials say that arrasting the kingpins is
extremely difficult since sany are powerful politicians, businessaen
and wilitary officers. '

L
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. wimaamiin Slsadortud idadleud 110N WA, 2516 fdunonnlng  Sann
maum AuFonsfinunlBygneitmemeastadia ( Mosdtoududy 1 mlogmes) ninnn
Inmamlsfofad  auziimemand prasnsafuminndo Imaftner 2537 vaitfnuu
wAudggdude W5 munsfinsmazomndoivanimeduilnefinn 2536 uae1dfy
yunanenmanudoinilszmmlszénszmnIneswtuygniseodtum (The
Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand & Orgibet Foundation Journatism Scholarship) 1ulln1s
Anwn 2537 wiowfudy intemship AnsudnimadednAudning1? Reuters wazdningn
Agence France Presse (AFP) 1?uv‘immﬂuﬁ§mimfeun‘?] 2538 dowlddfAnulundnges
imrmaanmiudn muilimemaasvanins pndnmadiendudul  aasinemand
ynmnssiuminde hdlnisfinen 2540 Pogtuhanudugdesndning1y Reuters iz
Urzimelng
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