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# # 4285255028 : Major JOURNALISM

KEY WorD - TRUTH / PANIC / IGNORANCE

PARANEE PATHAMANAND : NEWS COVERAGE OF DAILY NEWSPAPERS AND THE
PERCEPTION AND PANIC OF THE AUDIENCES UNDER RISK IN THE CASE OF COBALT
60. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. SUKANYASUDBANTHAD. 119 pp. ISBN 974-033-295-5

The objective of this research was to study the theme of newspaper coverage of the cobalt 60 case
and the awareness and panic of the public which led to protests against the cremation of victims who died in the

cobalt leakage incident.

This research analyzed the content of news reported, right from the beginning of the incident until the
protests against the cremation was reported in the three newspapers, namely Thairath, Daily News and Khao
Sod. It also interviewed experts in the field of science, representatives from the risk group who obtained

information from newspapers and academics in the field of mass communication, state officials and newsmen.

The research found that the news reports did not cover all dimensions of truth and emphasized only on
problems of the effects of the cobalt leakage and the violence involved. Important issues like methods to
prevent such problems from occurring again, or reasons not to fear dangers from the corpse had very little
mention. The main point which obstructed newspapers from carrying out their duties in reporting all sides of

true information includes ignorance on the part of newspapers and difficuity in accessing factual information.

People from all three communities interviewed had a negative attitude towards the cobalt 60 case
because of influence of the information obtained by the media and lack of knowledge on the subject. They did
not trust state authorities and gave much importance to the information obtained from the media, which led to
fear, panic and protest against the funeral of the victims. Experts in the field of science and mass
communications agreed with concerned state officials and newsmen that more importance should be paid to

providing true information to the public in order to bring about better understanding and knowledge.
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Part of truth destroy coherence ( people cannot make sense of all
information )We also need to write and edit for coherence. People want knowledge , not

just facts or data. They want the whole picture , not just the part of it. ”

(Jack Fuller . News values idea for An information Age.

University of Chicago Press ,1997 : 192 — 195 8131u AN qa
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