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PUTTICHART WANICHTAT : ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM IN THAILAND (B.E. 2525-
2543). THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. PUSADEE TIPTUS, THESIS COADVISOR :
ASSOC. PROF. Dr. WICHIT CHARERNBHAK, Ph.D. , 153 pp. ISBN 974-17-3474-3.

The objective of this research aims to collect and analize the historical information of
the architectural criticism in Thailand in order to solve the problem of database lacking and
systematic establishment the knowledge of architectural criticism within the content of time

between B.E. 2525-2543. All of those are architectural documents in Thailand.

This research discovers that architectural criticism status has changed and has
diferrent objectives according to its historical contexts and times. Before B.E. 2525, most of
architectural criticism works had a tendency of anti-initation of traditional Thai architecture.
Between B.E. 2525-2535, they had represented and cooperated to resolve the crisis of
architectural identity in thailand and later, B.E. 2535-2543, they had characteristic of
fragmentation and varied points of view. The styles of architectural criticism in Thailand are the
mixed use of normative, interpretative and descriptive but less of evaluative criticism. The
conclusion of this research is that architectural criticism has been a valuable and important of
architectural knowledge in Thailand, as the medium of exchanging knowledges betweeen the
architectural circle and its public. By means of supporting researches and distribution, It
should enhance Thai architectural critics ‘with moral and ethic for the excellently architectural

criticism in the future.
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2. Interpretive Criticism
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2.3 Impressionistic Criticism
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“Because the premier had only.a narrow caucus majority in.the State Parliamentary Labor Party of 24 to 17
in favour of his visionary scheme to build an Opera House where the old tram shed stood at the end of Bennelong
Point (and also had only managed to get a narrow majority at'the Party’s annual State Conference), he had the
numbers, regardless of the state of the overall design. This was on the principle that once work had started it had to
ho ahead even if he lost the support of the four member who had made the difference between acceptance and
rejection of his scheme.

This explains why, against the advice of Utzon (the architect) and his engineer, work began in March 1959
on the foundations of the Opera House before the building had been designed. The consequences of this quite
appalling decision were not only that millions of dollars were wasted in putting up that later had to come down, or that
the work had to stop for long periods until the next lot of drawing turned up, but that relations between the principals

on the project were stained from the outset under the volume of alterations to drawling® ANl The Sydney Opera

House Affair 819114 Attoe (1978)
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