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2 Thesis Title . 'An Evaluation of Thai Rare Book Collection of the
-~ -

Siém Society Library”A'

ﬁamgl '~ Miss Titayarat Intawong
Thesis.Advisor Associétg Erofessor Amporn Tikhg;g
Department - Library chéﬁée
Academic Year 1986

ABSTRACT

This'reséarch wqu aims at the study of the contenté;';ategories,
characteristics, time:span and sources of publications for 769 items
of Thaiv:;re books belonging to the Siam Society Lisrary; it excludes‘ﬁ:
manuécript;;;pamphlets, newspapefs, journals, magazines, maps and

printed ephemera, except the Royal‘Gazette during its firét period of

””-_publication i.e. B.E. 2417-2451. Procedures followed criterion for

evaluating rare books are based on documents and under guidances of
the learned personnel. The results are represented in percentage of

which may sum up as follows:

The Siam Society Libréry's rare books are classified by Dewey
Decimal Classification System..fhe main content of.whigh is 25.93 A
percent litefature: Thai Literature. Next in line are Sécial Science
Group: Thai culfure, customs and tra@itions, folk‘perfdrmaﬁce,’The
'f §istory's Groub éﬁnéefning Thailaﬁa; Religious Group: Théi §gltu£e,-
;ustoms and traditién:rélat;ng to religion and_the Applied Séience

and Sciencg Group respectively.

The outcome of the research is compatible with the assumption'v

that the Siam Society Library's rére book are mainly relevant to the

[




aim of the Society in that "to'promotemand'ehcourage_the arts and

science in Siam and in’ the neighboring countries."

Ha&ing evaluated.the Thai raré bqéks accordingﬁfo thoée four
cafagories,:it is fouﬁdvthat 94.80'bercent are béoks beloﬁging.to»m
. perfect—ééndigion, in other”words, déqué edition..N¢x£ are5£h§sé
.rélatea to the histéry of printing in Thailand,.prgvenance'boéks.

and reputation books.

~ From 16 characteristic criteria, it is found that 93.11

_ ﬁerqent are in.good conditioned rare books. Ne#t come thé liﬁited
editioﬁ or those were printed within the period 50590.years —”fhe
.ygars of.pr@néing development in Thailand (B.E. 23%9—2468),rbooks
reprinted from.the MéS.kept at Vajiragéna National.ﬁibrary, Royal.

Institute and Fine Arts Department.

‘It is found, in view of the period of publication, that the.
‘largest publication (52.15 percent) were printed during B.E. 2454~
2468.'Next_are_those'un§ated publication, dﬁring B.E. 2469-2484

onward.

Most rarg-books during:B.E.-2412—2453 were printed_aﬁ the
Royal Printing Press, Baﬁrung Nukulkit.Press, Vachafind Press,
D%vision for Petty Offences Prison's Press and Akéoranit.Press
respectiveiy.'The majority of rare pooks published duriﬁg B.E.
2454—2468 ahd B.E. 2469-2484 were printed:at Sppgon-Pipatanakofn
" Press. Subsequently siﬂée B.E.,2485—2487 énij.Er 2488 ;nwarg
rare books have bgén printed at Pﬁra Chaqdra Préss;'for the.ﬁﬁdated

were printed at Sophon Pipatanakorn Press. . : ~



The outcome of this research work may possibly served as a
guide for the Siam Society Library on the preservation of rare bocks
in the improving of acguisition, and providing efficient research

services concerning Thailand and neighboring countries.
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I. NAME AND OBJECTS

1. The name of the Society shall be "The Siam Society under

- Royal Patronage".

The address of the Society is 131 Ascke Lane, Sukhumvit

21 Road, Bangkok 10110.

‘2. The objects of the Society shall be the: investigation
and encouragement of the arts and sciences in relatidnitq'Iﬁailand

and the neighbourihg countries.

3. The affairs of the Society shall be directed and managed

by a Council.

4. The Society shall hold ordinary meetings at which papers
may be read, or lectures delivered and conduct other activities j

pertaining to the objects of the Society.

5. The Society shall'bublish a journal of the Society and
a bulletin for the Natural History Section, to be issued at suitable
ihtérvals as material may allow, and all.papers accepted by the
Lq_héil for publication shall be printed'an§.§ppear therein. The

Sociepy_mayﬂalso publish books.

The Society shall organise a library of books, manuscripts
and other documents connected with the objects of the Society, and
may also make collectiohs of valuable specimens appertaining to such

objects.

6. In order to.further the objects of the Society,-secti@ns
of the Society may be constituted for the purpose of promoting and -~

encouraging speciali%ed study in particular subjects.
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‘Such squects as: the fOllowing"either singly or in

grqups.‘éhall be considered as suitable for the ‘formation of seqtions:—

”Anthropology, ethnology, ethndgraphy; archaeology, fine

and applied arté, history, philology, folklofé, sociology, literature

and drama, numismatics, philately, agriculture, travel, as well as
natural history including astronomy,'biologY, botany, conservation

and natural resources management, geology, mineralogy and zoology.

.Ihe Cbﬁncil shall prescribe rules for the constitution,
dissolution and conduct of study sections including right of

participation of Section leaders at Council meetings.

All members of the Society shall be at liberty to attend.

éeqtion meetings.

II. MEMBERSHIP

7. Members of the Society shall be of five categories—life,'

ordinary, honorary, corresponding and student. Both ladies and

gentlemen;may be elected to membership of the Society.

8. -Candidates for life, ordinary and student membership
‘shall be. proposed by one life or ordinary member of the Society and. 

shéll be put up for election at a meetingwof the Council.

The Council shall establish rules concerning the

qualifications and number of students who may be elected, limitations

of their membership rights and duration anstermination of their -
.membership. Sﬁudent members shall not be entitled to.vote.

~



If. accepted. by a majority of the Council.present;,each
- candidate shall be notified by the Honorary Secretary that he has
' been ' duly elected and at the same time shall be sent a copy of the

Rules of the Society.

9. The annual subscription for ofdinary membefs shall be'
Baht 800.00 and fp; student members Baht 50 payable in advanQe_by
thé Tst of‘January in each year, or in the case Of new membe:s'u?oﬁ %
; nofification of eléction; The membership however, shall npt ¢ommencef

" until the initial subscription has been paid.

Thé'subscription for life members shall be a sihgie.

payment of Baht 10,000.

Ordinary members of a standing of full twenty-five years
shall be deemed to be life members, and ipso facto be exempted from

" further subscription.

The Council shall have power to remit or reduce thé;

annual subscription for ordinary members in special cases.

: Any change of subscription shall be proposéd by thé:
- Council at_thé Annual Gene;al Mgeting:and may take.éffeqt only_from
ﬁhe succeeding year. Membe;s shall be informed of any change withouti
deiay.

1Q. At the first meeting of the Council held aftervthe.ﬁoﬁh:
" of June of each year{ a list shall be presented by the Honorary

Treasurer of those members whose subscriptions remain unpaid.

Each of these members shall thereafter receive three

~ .
- notices, if necessary, at intervals of a month each. Unless the

subscription is paid before the expiration of the year, the member’s:
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name will at the beginning_pﬁﬂthe following year, be automatically
expunged from the list of members, unless otherwise decided by the

Council.

This rule:may, in any particular case, be suspehdednby

a majority vote of the Council of the Society.

1t. An honorary member shall be one who has distih?uished
himself in the arts, humanities or sciences and whose elgé#ion to
membership woﬁld, in the opinion of the Council, brihg_hoﬁour to
the Socié£y,ﬂmf

:_: €A*¢§rresponding member who is not resideﬁt in ﬁﬁis

‘ngntry shall be one whose active interest in the Society the Council

« Whishes to retain or secure.

Honorary and corresponding members must be proposed for

:election by the Council at a General Meetingtof the Society.

Both honorary and corresponding,members shall be exempt
from the payment of subscription and shall enjoy all privilleges of

the Society but shall not beventitlgd;ﬁp'vote.

12. In addition to honorary_members of the category above
described, it shall be within the discretion of the Council tec invite
members of the Royal Family or other distinguished personages to

become Honorary Presidents or Honorary Vice-Presidents of the Society.

13. The resignation of any ordinary or student member shall
be laid before the Council and, when it is accepted, the said member

shall cease to be a mémbep,'and shall be duly notified of that fact.
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Any ordinary member or student member, resigning after
the 1st of January of any year, shall be liable for that year's

subscription.

~14. In the event of any member acting, in the opinion of .
the Coungil, in a manner detrimental to the interesté of the Society,
the Council shall have power to recommend such member to a General
Meeting of the Society, summoned for that purpose, for expulsion.

An affirmative vote of three-quarters of those members present at
such a General Meeting shall be necessary to expel a member. If

expelled, such a member shall not be eligible for re-election.
III. COUNCIL

15. The Council of the Society shall be composed of a
President, three Vice-Presidents,; an Honorary Secretary, an Honorary
Treasurer, an Honorary Librarian, an Honorary Editor of the Journal,
an Honorary Leader of the Natural History Section, an Honorary
Editor of the Natufél History Bulletin, any other Honorary Officers

and not more than fifteen Ordinary Members of the Council.

The post of Honorary Librarian or Honorary Editor of
the Journal may be held by one of the other Honorary Officers or

Ordinary Members of the Council.

16. The Council shall be elected at the Annual General
Meeting of the Society from among the life and ordinary members and
shall hold office until the succeeding Council has taken up its

duties. Contested elections shall be by ballot.
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_EQery canaidate for election to the Couﬁcil sﬁall either
be péésentiat-thevMeeting-or shéll havevindicétéd iﬁ writing willi#gness
' to aéciépt office. |
17..:he.Counci1 shall.have_the power to appoint additional
Honorary Officers of the Council and to fill any vaqancies“thqt ﬁay
occér among their.number from among the life, ordinéfy and honorary_.
.ﬁémﬁérsﬁfor the remainder of its term of office. | )
18..ﬂhe_pfincipal_duties of £he Council shall be as'folldWs}f :
.(a) to administer the affairs and property of the Séciéty;
v(b).to invite Members of the Royal Family and other 3
_ distinguished'personages to accept Honoréry:bffiées{_
(c) tb eleét life, ordinary and student members,; and -tvov.
recommend hohorary and cbrrequnding members'for.:
eiection by a General Meeting;
-_(d‘)v té approve‘ programmes for ordinafy meet.i_ngs or
'mqpuscripts to be published. The President may;_
.under special ci:cumstances, authoriée programﬁes_
without first consulting the Cbungilgl |
(e) to'seleét and pﬁrchase boéks, ﬁénuscripts. docuﬁents. ;
and othgf materials for the tibrary; .
(f) to present to the Annual General Meeting, at.the
expiration of their term éf'dfficé, af?epo;t:énl_
_the ﬁroéeedings‘apdvcon&ition'of the.Society aﬁd:"
a proviéional pfogramme for'the_ensuing'}eaf;
- (g) to make rules for thé.exercise'pf its_functiohs;'i;:
(h) to obtaiﬁ and:give'gfants_and'othef-éssistahqe toi:'

encourage scholarly research.



20

5 The Council shail bé_ empéwere_d to appoint_and-dis‘c_harg.e
comm‘itteeél, .e.ithér permanént or.templorary, an_d'indiyiduéls 'fQI”--_tl'.xe
puquse .c_:f"de;ali.ng_ Wiﬁh its varioﬁs ac':t_ivij:ies.. _

= __1.'9-. ‘."ihe Counc1l shail ﬁorrﬁa__lly mee;é foi- fhe trans;action .o.f
bus‘ines's.,_oﬁc_,é. a rﬁonth. and at such §thér Eiﬁes Ias may be found
nece’ssary.' ,

: At .Cquncil Meetings f.ive.. shall constitute é quorum.

"'20; Finéncial reports and all accounts shall be submitted
: by the éopdrar'y Treasurer to the Council for approval as the. Council -

may require.
IV. MEETING OF THE SCCIETY

21 ‘Meetings of the Society shall be of three kinds-ordinary '.
] meé‘tings and Annual and Sp_veical General Meet_ings;.in '_addition there-

may be Section meetings as provided for under Rule 6.

25 'Ordingry meetings shall be held as often as can be
a.rfa,nged and at.'s_uch date and hour as the Council may appoint.

Visitors may be admitted..

23, ‘The Annual Gener_al'Meeting shall normally be hel'dvnot .
later than 30th June.
Forty members, either life or ordinary, shall foi*m a
quorum.
..24. A special General Meeting may be called at any-'_time'by '
the Council for the purpose of submitting a resolution or proﬁosél
of an important nature and arising from a special cause, and shall

nhave' pdwef to authdr_iie the Council to ac_quiré immovable propverty .
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on behalf of'the Society or ﬁo éccomplish those acts which are
: specified in paragraph 2 of Section 801 of the Civil and Commercial
Code, except that the giving of grants and other assistance for

scholarly research shall not require such authorisation.

-Such a meeting shall also be convened by the Council on .
a‘written demand signed by ten members of the Society, life or

ordinary, ‘setting forth the proposal or subject to be discussed.

- At such meetings twenty members, life or ordinary, shall
- form a quorum.

25. If, at any General Meeting, a quorum'is'not preéent,'
i‘the proposal or subject in question shall be referred to a second
Géneral Meeting, to be held not less than foprteen and not more than

_'thirty.days after the date of the first meeting:.

'If, at the second meeting, a quorum is again not present, -

" the business of the meeting shall proceed as if it were.

26. Minutés of all ordinary and General Meetings and Council
? méetings éhall:be_keét by the Honqrary Seéreta;y..The minﬁte% Af the;
Aﬁnual General Meeting shall be sent to members within two months

i after the méeting; Min#teé éf Genérai &eeéings ana Cbuﬁcil méetingsi
shall be read at the succeeding General Meeting or Council meeting,'

as the case may be, for confirmation.

27. Two weeks notice by mail shall be given of all Geherél.

\ Meetings,3whether3Annual_or Special.

28. At General Meetings, the President shall act . as chairman
and in his absence the eldest of the Vice-Presidents present shall

" act as chairman and in their absence, the Honorary Sceretary shall
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..act as chairmanTand in his absence{vthe Qeetinq shall elecé a chairéén
.from amoﬁg_the life{or ordingry members preseqt. Every life aﬁd
oréinary membgrsin good stanaing shall have tﬁe right gd”vote and 
resolutipnsvshéllvbe paésed by a'ﬁimple.hajority;zihe right to voté =
méy not ge delegaéed. In thg even£ of a tieé vote, thézresolut%on

shall be put once again tc the meeting and if.the vote is stil tied,

the chairman shall have an additional casting vote.

 29. At the Annual General:Meeting the Counéil_shalliﬁresent
a féport for:Fhe preceeding year; the Treasurér shall génder an
account:of thé.f%nancial condition of the Society to the end of tﬂe
PFevioﬁé.qglender year; and the Council for the ensuing yégr shall

bé eleqteda

30. (a).The Journgl of the Society shall c¢§tain ﬁapers‘rééd
béfg;e theséociety aqd others approved by the §bunci1 ggd such’ other
. matter as thé.CQuncil may consider desi:able; It shall be publishéq
?in the English language, but papers in other languages appfqyed by

the Council may be include provided that titles, authors, and -

summaries of them are also printed in English.

{b) Papers dealing with natural history shall be

published in the Bulletin

(c) Once a'year, a list of.members of the Society, the
" number of new members and the number of resignations, rembvals, and-

deaths shall be published.

31. The Honorary Editor of the Jouranl and the Honorary
.Editor of the Bulletin shall be responsible for the,generalﬁarrangé—

ment and publication in the Journal and the Bulletin.
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32.'Every member of the Society ekcept student members shall
be entitled td'one copy of each number of the Journal andvthe Bulletin

as it appears.

.33. The Coﬁﬁcil_§hal;-ﬁave power.to exchange copies bf_the
J;ﬁrnal and fhe Bulletin with othef Societiés and tc present coﬁies
to diétinguished persons ét their discretion. The remaining copies
shall be sold at.éuch prices as the Council may, from time'té time,
”fix.

34. Authors of all papers:and articlgs published in thé:'
Journél,or the Bﬁlletin shall be entitled to ndt more than - thirty
free sepérates of thgir papers if so required by the authors, gnless

otherwise decided by the Council.

. 35. The quncil shall have power, by arrangement with the
apfhor, to_publish;:otherwise than in the Journal and Bulletih,
pépers or documents acéépted by them, and to make a éﬂérge for such
pubiiéations. Thesg‘publications shall be the sole property of the

Society. -

36. Reproductions or translations of papers, articles or
books published by the Society may be published elsewhere with the
consent. of the Council, who may alsd.fix a certain fee for the right

“..of such reproduction or translation.

37. In the event of the dissolutidn or othet;terminatiqg of
theuSociety, its'assets;“ifvany, remaining after payment of or
. provision for alinof the liébilities of the Soéiety, if éﬁy, shall
be distributed, subjéct to the authority.of the coﬁfﬁ, to a ju;istic
pe;son whose purposes are_gxclugively charitéble, reiigions, séientific,

literaryﬁor for the public benefit.
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