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Abstract

Project Title: Architecture after 1997: Crisis and Alternative Jobs / Professions for Thai
Architects
Name of Investigators: Pussadee Tiptus; Chaiboon Sirithanawat; and Wimonrart
Issarathumnoon
Year: December, 2004

4

The 1997 economi€ crisishad a g-ﬁeat impact on Thailand's architectural profession.
Relying on the country's ecanomy, both reﬂi estate firms and architectural offices struggled
for means to survive thréuglmha-"racasaion 'gug‘ing 1987-2002. Since then, information about
the profession’s setbacks due to'the economiic crisis has notbeen gathered for study. In
this research, selected interviewees — iﬁnc{ud{q’amhitents from various architectural firms,
different in sizes, freelancer architects, and a“;%‘éh&ects fram other lines of business, both
related and unrelated to archﬁecmmt.prafessﬁf{ﬁml how they transformed through
severe economic hardship. Itis ﬁ;{j&écled tﬁa:pr@sg_aper will help architects to be prepared
for unavoidable economic difficulties due to fui:;ra: changes of the global economy.

To study the 1mﬁact of the economic crisis on architectural profession, this
qualitative research emp‘ioys information from oral history, periodicals, and journals,
presented by architects who'experienced the 1997 economic turmoil, as well as observation
of their architectural warks and projecis during that fime. 'Structured in-depth interviews with
48 architects also reveal various resolutions that help arehitects and their offices to outlast
the economic recessian period. This papéris divided into seven chapters. The first three
chapters introduce the economic and professional situations in the field of architecture
during 1997-2002. The next three chapters cover an analysis of issues and options for
resolving issues for architects during the country's economic predicament. These sections
of the paper also present alternative careers for designers and roles of professional
organizations, such as the Association of Siamese Architects and the Council of Thai
Architects, in the economic crisis period before the drawn conclusions and suggestions in

the final chapter. The research supports the statement that different levels of economic



Wil

impacts on each architectural firm depend on its cost of economic and social investment
as well as on several other factors, such as numbers of employees, amount of expenses,
and lypes of projects, and architectural firms handling projects related to basic requisites
of living were less affected by the economic Crisis.

This research paper reveals that the 1997 economic crisis impacted more on full-
sized, high profile architectural firms than on small-sized firms. Then, Thai architects
struggled to adjust and find appropriate pracﬁcas and alternative management systems for
operating their firms. During the time of economic erisis, the Association of Siamese
Architects - still then underan effort o set up the Council of Thai Architects -- and
architectural schools in Thai'l___awd‘med to m:gintain. their roles as professional knowledge
providers that allowed Thai architects to mtqm their professional improvement when their
architectural careers wgre in a tight'spot. A;*for architects, they had to adjust their
professional practices, finding secondary jﬂlﬁg mdelme projects, and even new careers in
order to earn more incomes. The study show;’that the economic difficulties, then, did not
have an effect on the style of the architects’ m.,hﬂwwer the fiscal crisis influenced their

J

clients' choices of investment and serecﬂﬂnﬁ ﬁ#fﬂulldmg materials in order to reduce building

‘l-d

and energy costs. |n addition, the interviews with architects alsc— reveal that in time of the
country's unstable economic environment, Chinese Feng Shui design techniques became
parts of architectural requirements from some clients. At the end, the research suggests
that the size and profile of architectural firms be appropriately maintained, and it is important
that practical management strategies be developed in architectural firms — for instance, the
company can develop models for outsourcing architectural work and seénvices to allow
flexible practice. Mostimportantly, it.is.recommended that during the time of economic

crisis architects be more professionally conscious.
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