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## 4080181122 MAJOR: LINGUISTICS

KEYWORD: NOUN AND VERB PAIRS / THAI SIGN LANGUAGE/ DERIVATION.
VARINTORN JARUCHOTTANAWAT : A STUDY OF NOUN AND VERB PAIRS IN THAI
SIGN LANGUAGE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. KINGKARN THEPKANCHANA,
Ph.D. 120 pp. ISBN 974-334-529-9

This study is aimed at grouping Noun and Verb Pairs in Thai Sign Language (TSL) and
also at investigating the semantic relationships between Noun and Verb Pairs of each group. The data,
signing by deaf Thais, are collected in video tape following the list of Noun and Verb Pairs gathered.

By analyzing distinctive features, there are 2 groups of TSL Noun-Verb Pairs. The
distinctive features of Noun and Verb Pairs are hand movements and /or non-manual signals. In 80% of
the pairs, the difference between nouns and verbs is expréssed in both hand movements and non-
manual signals. Another group of Noun-Verb Pairs, or about 20%, are distinguished by non-manual
signals only.

Nouns in both groups can have ndn-manual signals. If only non-manual signals are
considered, nouns have less degree of non-manual signals than verbs. Nouns in group 1 are also
distinct from verbs by having reduplicated form with restrained manner. While both manual and non-
manual signals can play a role in distinguishing, non-manual signals are maore important. The '
hypothesis that the 2 features must be used together in distinguishing Noun and Verb Pairs is thus
not attested. ‘

The research found 5 semantic relationships of Noun and Verb Pairs. The most found is
Instrumental followed by Patient, Object, Actor and Range. .The semantic relationships of TSL Noun
and Verb Pairs are different within groups, which is not as hypothesized. The semantic relationships of
TSL Noun and Verb Pairs are the differrent among groups, which is as hypothesized.

‘Noun and Verb Pairs can be further divided in classes according to reduplication,
manner, presence and degree of non-manual signals. Verbs have more classes than nouns, Thus
nouns are most probably derived from verbs by applying rules, such as resirained manner,

reduplication of hand movements and deleting or lessening the degree of non-manua signals.
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