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##4881184024 :MAIJOR GOVERNMENT

KEY WORD: SOCIAL MOVEMENT / IMPACT / SPILLOVER EFFECT / POLITICAL PROCESS
EKPON SIANGDUNG : THE IMPACTS OF THE POOR AND THE POWERLESS
MOVEMENTS IN THAI SOCIETY FROM 1988-2006. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.
PRAPAS PINTOBTANG.Ph.D., 313 pp.

This research is to examine the impacts of the poor and the powerless movements in Thai society
from 1988-2006. Those movemenis include the Small Scale Farmer's Assembly of the Northeast, the
North Farmer Network, the Assembly of the Poor, the Thai Farmer's Debt Network, the Slum Network of
Four Regions and the Thai Labour Solidarity Committee.

It is found that the struggle of the poor and the powerless movements is at least two political and
social impacts. Firstly, the attempts of the movements to participate in the policy process involving with
their lifestyles directly show that they're increasing the political space of the poor and the powerless for
the democratization of Thai political system. Secondly, the impacts of social movement activities of the
poor and the powerless which called that *spillaver effect” in this research are in several forms ie. the
adoption and the spread of the collective action frame, the tactical repertoires and the organizational
formation of the movement between the poor and the powerless movemenis each other. I argue that these
influences can be analyzed from three factors 1e. 1) the social movement coalition and the social
movement community 2) the communication between activists in the poor and the powerless movements

and 3) the existing political opportunity structures.
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