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KEY WORD: ECONOMIC LINKAGES / SMALL-SCALE APPAREL INDUSTRY / BANGKOK
METROPOLITAN REGION
MISS. SUCHEERA RUENGRATSAMECHAI : LINKAGES OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
OF IN BANGKOK METROPOLITAN REGION
THESIS ADVISOR : Assoc. Prof. DARANEE THAVINPIPATKUL .Ph.D. 150 pp.

This research aims to study economics linkages of small-scale apparel industry focusing
on location and modes of transportation in Bangkok Metropolitan Region. The forward linkages are
considered through market place, distribution channel, transportation and usage of products from the
factories as intermediate goods, while backward linkages are considered through suppliers of inputs,
such as fabric, thread, button, zip, etc., to the apparel industry, including subcontractors of various
steps of apparel industry, i.e., cutting, stiching, screening, sewing, packaging, as well as
subcontractors that produce final products of the apparel industry.

Data are collected through structured interview utilizing questionnaires and through self-
administered mail questionnaires on 93 small-scale factory owners. Theses factories have less than
50 workers with factory permit from the Ministry of Industry. They are located in B districts of
Bangkok Metropolitan Region, i.e.; Krongsan, Thanaburi, Sathon, Patumwan, Meanburi, Pravate,
Samutprakamn and Prapradang.

Research results indicate that small-scale apparel factores cluster in the west of the
Region. Economic linkages, both forward and backward, occur within the region only. The factories
have most linkages with textile industry. Other inputs to the apparel factories arre obtained from
distributors. The apparel factories send most of their final products to wholesale markets: Bobae and
Pratunam. In addition, it is found out that the small-scale apparel industry also generates
employment and income among the small-scale subcontractors who usually work at the houschhole

level.
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