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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Recently, much research effort has been given to fractional differential systems. This is mainly due to

the fact that many physical processes have their mathematical models described by or more adequately

characterized by fractional delay differential equations (see, e.g., [1, 2] and the references therein).

Moreover, it is demonstrated [2–4] that if appropriately designed, feedback systems with fractional

order controllers can yield better performances than those with integer order controllers.

Many investigators have been prompted to develop methods for designing fractional differential

systems in order to enhance the system’s performances and robustness (see, e.g., [1–3,5] and also the

references therein). However, these methods cannot effectively handle complicated design problems

in a systematic way. Evidently, it is the lack of effective computational tools that hinders the advance

in the field. Therefore, it is desirable to have a systematic method that can solve the design problems

for fractional differential systems efficaciously.

It is readily appreciated that methods based on numerical optimization are useful and effective

in designing control systems (see, e.g., [6, 7]). The method of inequalities (MoI) [8–11] is a gen-

eral multiobjective optimization method that has been successfully applied to many difficult design

problems (see, e.g., [12–18] and also the references cited in [11]). The method facilitates a realistic

formulation of the design problem so that the constraints and performance specifications can be di-

rectly expressed as inequalities, whereas all tedious computations are carried out by a computer using

efficient numerical algorithms. So far, it appears that no one has considered the design of fractional

differential systems using the MoI.

This work is concerned primarily with the numerical design of retarded fractional delay differ-

ential systems (RFDDSs) by the MoI, where the transfer functions of the systems are of the form�� ���  !"#$% �$ ���&'() *  +!"#$%  ,�$ ���&'-) .*/0 � ���  ! 1#$% 0 $ ���&'2) *  +! 1#$%  ,0 $ ���&'3) .*/ 	 (1.1)

the delays 4$ and 5$ are such that � 6 4  6 � � � 6 4! 1 and � 6 5  6 � � � 6 5!" , the polynomials0 $ , �$ , ,0 $ and ,�$ are of the form 78)9 %� :9 �;< with all �9 � �, =>? 0 � � =>? 0 $ for � � 
	 � 	 � � � 	 @ ,=>? 0 � � =>? �� and =>? 0 � � =>? �$ for � � 
	 � 	 � � � 	 @ � , A$ and B$ are polynomials of the form7C)9 %  D9 �E< with � 6 F9 � 
, and D9 � �, and none of A$ and B$ assumes the form ��. Transfer

function (1.1) can occur when the plant is described by fractional differential equations and/or when

the controller used is of fractional order. Obviously, the class of systems with transfer function (1.1)
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is very general and includes rational systems (RSs) and retarded delay differential systems (RDDSs)

as special cases. This is illustrated in Figure 1.1.

RDDSs RFDDSsRSs

Figure 1.1: RFDDSs include rational systems and retarded delay diferential systems

In the design of RFDDSs by the MoI [8, 9, 11, 19] as well as parameter optimization methods1

(see, e.g., [6,7] and also [20]), one usually has to cope with stability problems and the problem of com-

puting the systems’ time responses efficiently. There are methods for computing the time responses of

RFDDSs based on the numerical inversion of Laplace transforms (see, e.g., [1,21,22]). However, the

stability problems still remain unresolved, i.e., computational tools are needed for checking the sys-

tems’ stability and determining a design parameter that stabilizes the systems (see, e.g., [8,9,11,19,23]

for details). This is because numerical search algorithms are in general able to seek a design solution

only if they start from a stability point (i.e., a point for which the system is stable so that all the

associated performance measures are finite or defined). Once such a point is obtained, the algorithms

search for a design solution inside the space of all stability points.

The principal objective of this thesis is to develop computational tools for resolving the stability

problems in the design of RFDDSs by the MoI. Once the computational tools are obtained, we will

develop numerical procedures for designing RFDDSs by the MoI and make use of these procedures

in the design of fractional controllers for RFDDSs. Accordingly, the thesis is organized as follows.

Chapter 2 describes the general principle in the design of dynamical and control systems by the MoI

and explains the design formulation for RFDDSs. In Chapter 3, computational tools are developed

for resolving the stability problems associated with the design of RFDDSs by the MoI, and also,

numerical examples demonstrating the effectiveness of the tools are given. Numerical examples are

given in Chapter 4, where fractional controllers are designed for SISO and MIMO systems to show

the effectiveness of the design procedure and the usefulness of the developed computational tools.

Finally, discussion and conclusions are given in Chapter 5, in which we also suggest some future

1that is, methods that search for a design solution in a parameter space using numerical optimization algorithms.
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work.

1.2 Literature Review

1.2.1 The Method of Inequalities

Extensively used in the literature, the MoI [8, 11] has proved effective for designing dynamical and

control systems (see, e.g., [12–18]). The method allows constraints and design specifications to be

expressed directly as inequalities, which are usually solved by numerical methods.

It is noted [8, 11] that in using the MoI, a design problem must be formulated so that it is

suitable for solution by numerical methods.

The design formulation proposed by Zakian and Al-Naib [8] in connection with RSs has been

used by many researchers (e.g., [12, 13, 24] and also many references cited in [11]). The formulation

is then extended by Arunsawatwong [23] to RDDSs. Evidently, numerical procedures have been

devised for resolving the associated stability problems of RSs (see, e.g., [25]) and RDDSs (see [26]).

The formulation may be further extended to RFDDSs; inevitably, the associated stability problems

have to be resolved and these fundamental problems may have hindered the application of the MoI to

the design of RFDDSs.

1.2.2 Stability of RFDDSs

Recently, much research effort has been given to control systems of fractional order owing to the

following reasons. First, many physical processes are described, or more adequately characterized,

by fractional delay differential equations. Second, the use of appropriately designed fractional con-

trollers can bring better performances to feedback control systems. However, advanced mathematical

tools are generally required for handling systems of fractional order.

Bonnet and Partington [27] have investigated the stability for a very general class of fractional

systems (i.e., RSs and RDDSs also belong to the class) (see also [28, 29]). Based on this stability

analysis, Hwang and Cheng [30] developed a numerical procedure for testing the stability of these

systems. In conjunction with the MoI, Hwang and Cheng’s procedure provides a useful computa-

tional tool for checking the stability of RFDDSs. So far, however, no one has considered developing

numerical procedures for stabilizing RFDDSs. Once such a procedure is available, RFDDSs can be

designed by the MoI in a systematic way using numerical methods.

The abscissa of stability has proved useful in stabilizing RSs and RDDSs. Zakian [25] pro-

posed a bisection algorithm for computing the abscissa of stability of a polynomial which allows one

to stabilize RSs by numerical methods. The algorithm makes repeated use of a stability test, which

is in this case the well-known Routh test. Later, Arunsawatwong [26] extends Zakian’s approach to

retarded delay differential systems, whose characteristic functions are quasipolynomials. The exten-

sion is possible since there are only a finite number of roots in any given right half of the complex

plane. In connection with the stability result achieved by Bonnet and Partington [27], the abscissa of



4

stability can be used for stabilizing RFDDSs by numerical methods provided that a practical method

for computing it is available.

1.3 Objectives

The purpose of this thesis is threefold.

1. Develop computational tools which enable one to design retarded fractional delay differential

systems (RFDDSs) by the method of inequalities (MoI), namely a stability test and a practical

method for computing the abscissa of stability for RFDDSs.

2. Establish a numerical procedure for designing RFDDSs by the MoI using the developed com-

putational tools.

3. Perform numerical designs of fractional systems so as to illustrate the effectiveness of the de-

veloped design procedure.

1.4 Scope of Thesis

The scope of this research work is specified as follows. Consider linear RFDDSs whose transfer

function is given in (1.1).

1. Develop computational tools including a stability test and a practical method for computing the

abscissa of stability of RFDDSs.

2. Develop procedures for performing numerical design of RFDDSs by the MoI.

3. Design fractional controllers for SISO plants, i.e., a time-delay plant and a heat-conduction

process, and a binary distillation column by the MoI using performance specifications based on

the systems’ step responses.

1.5 Methodology

This thesis extends a known formulation used in connection with the MoI for designing RSs and

RDDSs to RFDDSs.

First, by extending Hwang and Cheng’s procedure [30], we obtain a new stability test for

checking whether a RFDDS has no poles in any given right half of the complex plane. A practical

method for computing the abscissa of stability of the system is devised by making repeated use of the

new stability test in a bisection scheme based on Zakian’s iteration [25].

Next, numerical procedures for designing RFDDSs are developed based on the computational

tools obtained. Fractional controllers are then designed for some RFDDSs using step-response per-

formance specifications.

All the numerical procedures involved in this thesis are implemented in FORTRAN program-

ming language.
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1.6 Contributions

The outcome of this research work includes

1. A numerical procedure for checking the stability of RFDDSs,

2. A practical method for computing the abscissa of stability of the characteristic function in (3.1),

and a procedure for stabilizing systems with transfer function (1.1) by numerical methods.

3. A systematic procedure for designing RFDDSs by the MoI.



CHAPTER II

CONTROL DESIGN BY THE METHOD OF INEQUALITIES

This chapter explains the general principle in designing dynamical and control systems by the MoI

(Section 2.1) and describes the formulation used for the the design of RFDDSs by the MoI (Sec-

tion 2.2).

2.1 The Method of Inequalities

The MoI requires that a design problem be formulated as a set of inequalitiesG H �0 � � I H 	 J � 
	 � 	 ���	 K 	 (2.1)

where 0 L M ! is the design parameter vector,
G H N M ! O M P QR S represent performance measures

or physical properties of the system, and the bounds I H are the supremal values of
G H �0 � that can be

tolerated. Any point 0 satisfying (2.1) is an acceptable design solution.

In practice, numerical methods are usually employed to compute a design solution, i.e., a solu-

tion of (2.1). In order to formulate the design problem so that it is suitable for solution by numerical

methods, Zakian [8,9,11,19,31] advocates that the numerical solution of inequalities (2.1) comprises

two phases of computation.T Phase I: Determine a point 0 such that
G H �0 � 6 R UJ.T Phase II: Determine a solution of inequalities (2.1) by starting at the point obtained in Phase I.

Each phase gives rise to distinct computational problems.

2.1.1 Phase I

Define a stability point as a point 0 satisfyingGH �0 � 6 R UJ (2.2)

and define the stability region V as the set containing all stability points. The main problem of Phase

I is in the computation of a stability point.

In general, inequalities (2.2) are not soluble by numerical methods. That is, a stability point

cannot be generated using only the functions
G H

and a descent method. This is because a gradient or

similar properties of
G H

cannot be defined outside the stability region V .
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design-parameter space

stability region

Figure 2.1: Computation in Phase I

It is suggested [8, 11, 19] that a possible method for obtaining a stability point by numerical

methods is to replace condition (2.2) by an equivalent inequality� �0 � 6 � (2.3)

such that (i) � �0 � 6 R for all 0 L M ! and (ii) � can be computed economically in practice.

Once there exists such a function � , condition (2.3) becomes soluble by numerical methods.

Consequently, iterative numerical methods can be used to locate a stability point by starting from any

arbitrary point in M ! .

For RSs, Zakian and Al-Naib [8] chose � to be the abscissa of stability of a characteristic

polynomial. In this connection, an economical algorithm for computing the abscissa of stability was

given in [25]. This useful approach was extended later to the case of RDDSs by Arunsawatwong

[23, 26]. As will be seen later, the approach can be further extended to be applicable to the whole

class of RFDDSs.

The computation in Phase I is illustrated in Figure 2.1.

2.1.2 Phase II

By starting from a stability point, a search method locates a solution of (2.1) within the stability regionV . To avoid stepping outside the stability region, one checks the stability of the system at every point

generated by the search method. In doing this, one needs to determine the sign of � �0 �, which is less

demanding than to compute the value of � �0 �. Therefore, in Phase II, only a stability test is required.

Once the system is found to be stable, the performance
G H �0 � are to be computed. In contrast

to Phase I, the main problem in Phase II is in computing the functions
G H

economically for given

values of 0 . Usually, the functions
G H

that are the most difficult to compute are those defined in terms

of the time responses of the system. Once the time responses are obtained, such functions
G H

can be
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stability region

Figure 2.2: Computation in Phase II

computed using known numerical methods (see Chapter 4 for this). Therefore, it is evident that one

needs an efficient and reliable algorithm for computing the time responses.

The computation in Phase II is illustrated in Figure 2.2.

2.2 Design formulation for RFDDSs

Following the general principle given in Section 2.1, this section describes a practical formulation for

the design of RFDDSs by the MoI, which is suitable for solution by numerical methods.

2.2.1 Stability Test & Stabilization

It is known [27] that a system characterized by the transfer function (1.1) is BIBO stable if and only

if the characteristic function� ��� � 0 � ���  ! 1#$% 0 $ ���&'2) *  +! 1#$%  ,0 $ ���&'3) .*/ (2.4)

has all zeros with negative real parts. Accordingly, a RFDDS is stable if and only if� 6 � 	 � W� XYZ QRe � N � ��� � �S� (2.5)

In conjunction with the MoI, inequality (2.5) provides a useful criterion for stabilizing RFDDSs

(including RSs and RDDSs) by numerical methods.

Usually, inequality (2.5) is replaced by a practical sufficient condition� �0 � � [\ �\ � ��� (2.6)

It should be noted that the bound [\ is introduced in (2.6) so as to ensure that the system is stable as

long as the magnitude of error in the computed value of � �0 � is less than \.
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For RFDDSs, once the abscissa of stability � can be efficiently computed, a stability point

is readily obtainable by simply solving the inequality (2.6) by iterative numerical methods. See

Chapter 3 for details.

2.2.2 Computation of Time Responses

Many methods have been developed for the numerical inversion of Laplace transforms (see, e.g.,

[1,21,22] and many references cited in [32,33]). It is noted, in Taiwo’s design of distillation columns

by the MoI [14], that Zakian’s method [22] is used for computing the systems’ step responses. Evi-

dently, the method, which is based on Zakian’s
�� �

approximants [22, 34], is fast and quite simple

to implement; see [32,33] for comparisons of several methods. Moreover, it is demonstrated [32] that

the method is suitable for inverting fractional functions in Laplace domain.

Regarding the disadvantage of Zakian’s method in inverting oscilatory functions (see, e.g.,

[32]), it should be noted in designing a system by the MoI that the search for a design solution is done

inside the stability region where the system is stable and therefore, its time responses should not be

very oscilatory. As the search progresses, trial points generated by the algorithm lie well inside the

stability region and thus the accuracy of the computed time responses is improved.

Hence, in this thesis, we compute the time responses of RFDDSs by employing Zakian’s
�� �

approximants [22, 34], which result in a useful formula for numerically inverting Laplace transforms

(see also [33, 35]).

Definition of
�� �

Approximants Zakian [22, 34] defines the
�� �

approximant of ] �^� for
^ � �

by the improper integral �� � �] 	 ^� W� _ `� ] �a^� �#H%  b He';cd ea 	 (2.7)

where �� H 	 b H � are defined constants, and the nonnegative integers �f 	 � � are, respectively, the

orders of the numerator and the denominator of the Laplace transform of 7�H%  b He';cd .
In this work, we restrict our attention only to the full grade

�� �
approximants [34], whose

constants ��H 	 b H � are defined by�#H%  b Hg  �H � e'h� � and i> ��H � � � UJ 	 (2.8)

where e'h� � denotes the jf k� l Padé approximant to e'h . The full grade
�� �

approximants have

many remarkably useful properties [34, 35] and have been successfully applied to many practical

problems (see, for example, [8, 33, 36]).

Inversion Formula Let m ��� denote the Laplace transform of ] �^�, evaluated at �. That is,m ��� n o j] �^�l � _ `� ] �^�e'*pe^ 	 (2.9)
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where � is a complex number such that the integral converges to a finite limit. From (2.7), it can be

readily verified [22] that �� � �] 	 ^� � 
̂ �#H%  b Hm q�H^ r 	 ^ � � � (2.10)

Evidently, (2.10) provides a useful formula for the numerical inversion of Laplace transforms. In this

thesis, we normally use f � 

 and � � 
s with double precision arithmetic operations. However,

whenever there is a doubt in the accuracy of the obtained results, we recompute by using f � t� and� � u� with quad-precision arithmetic operations. The details of how to choose appropriate values

of f and � for the inversion formula (2.10) can be found in [33].



CHAPTER III

STABILITY AND STABILIZATION OF RFDDSs

In this chapter, a computational stability test and an algorithm for computing the abscissa of stability

for RFDDSs are developed. By using the algorithm, one can stabilize RFDDSs by iterative numerical

methods. Details of how the stability test is developed are given in Section 3.1. Section 3.2 describes

the algorithm for computing the abscissa of stability and explains how to stabilize a RFDDS by

numerical methods, using the developed algorithm. Numerical examples are given in Section 3.3 to

demonstrate the effectiveness of the developed computational tools.

Consider a linear RFDDS whose characteristic function is described by� ��� W� 0 � ���  !#$% 0 $ ���&'2) *  +!#$% ,0 $ ���&'3) .*/ 	 (3.1)

where � 6 4  6 4� 6 � � � 6 4! , the polynomials 0 $ ��� and ,0 $ ��� are of the form 78)9 %� :9 �;< with�9 � � and =>? 0 � � =>? 0 $ for all � , A$ ��� are of the form 7C)9 %  D9 �E< with � 6 F9 � 
 and D9 � �,
and none of A$ assumes the form ��. It is readily deduced [27] that the system is BIBO stable if and

only if � has all the zeros with negative real parts.

3.1 Stability Test

In this section, we develop a stability test for checking whether characteristic function � has no zeros

in a given right half of the complex plane. The test is an extension of the method proposed by Hwang

and Cheng [30] for checking the BIBO stability of the system.

Let
� ��� denote the right half plane given by� �� � W� Q� L v N

Re��� � � S	
where � L M is given. Function � is said to be stable with respect to

� ��� (or
� �� �-stable) if none of

its zeros lies in
� ���. Following this, it is readily appreciated that a linear RFDDS is BIBO stable if

and only if � is
� ���-stable. Clearly, Hwang and Cheng’s procedure [30] is used only for testing the� ���-stability of � , whereas the procedure developed here can be used in testing the

� �� �-stability

of � for any given value of �.

In developing the stability tests in this work and in [30], the key idea used is the well-known

Cauchy’s residue theorem (see, e.g., [37]), which states as follows.

Theorem 1 [Cauchy’s Residue] Let w ��� be analytic within and on a simple closed contour � except

for finitely many points �  	 �� 	 � � � 	 �! lying in the interior of � . Then_x w ��� e� � y�z !#H%  i>{ ��H � 	



12

where the integral is taken in the positive direction and i>{ ��H � denotes the residue of w ��� at the

points �H.
By defining w ��� W� 
k� ��� 	 (3.2)

we can see that � , in general, has no zeros within � if and only if the integral |x w ��� e� � �.
However, it may happen that the sum of the residues of w at all poles is equal to zero. For this reason,

Hwang and Cheng [30] suggest replacing the contour integral |x w ��� e� with the following integral:} W� _x w �����  �  y�� �$ w �y�� � e� (3.3)

where � � 
 is a specified integer, and �  and �� are randomly chosen parameters so that the point�[�  [ y�� � must lie outside �. Accordingly, we can see that � has no zeros within � if and only if} � � for any �[�  [ y�� � outside � .

The term ��  �  y�� �$ in integral (3.3) prevents the sum of the residues from being zero

when the function � has zeros inside � . Note in passing that the idea of using the term ��  �   y�� �$
is due to Tuan and Duc [38].

Since the branch cut of the function � in (3.1) consists of the negative real axis including the

origin, we divide the stability test into two cases: (i) � � � and (ii) � � �. Each case uses a different

contour so that the integration path does not cross the branch cut.

Now we are ready to consider the stability test.

Case I: � � � � For � � �, we define the integration contour �� as follows.�� W� �~� P ��� P � � P ��� P �� 	�~� � Q� � �  y � N � L j[� 	 [:l P j: 	 � lS 	��� � �� � �  � &�� N [z k� � � � z k� � 	� � � �� � ] [ y: N � � ] � [��� [ :� � 	��� � �� � ]  y: N � � ] � [��� [ :� � 	�� � �� � � &�� N � � �� � � z [ Y��{�� �:k� �� 	
(3.4)

where � O R , � � : � � and � O �. See Fig. 3.1.

Next define the contour integral} �� � � _x� w �����  �  y�� �$ w ��  y�� � e� � (3.5)

We can easily deduce that, for � 6 �, � is
� �� �-stable if and only if � has no zero in the real intervalj� 	 �l and

} �� � � � for any �[� [ y�� � outside � .

The procedure for implementing the stability test is as follows. First, check whether � has no

zero in j� 	 �l, which can be done conveniently and speedily by efficient numerical search algorithms.
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Figure 3.1: The contour �� for � � �.
If no zero is found, we then compute

} �� � defined in (3.5). If
} �� � is sufficiently close to zero, we

conclude that � is
� ���-stable.

Now it remains only to explain how to compute the integral
} �� �.

Proposition 2 Consider w ��� defined in (3.2) and the contour ��� in (3.4).¡�X�¢` _x£� w �����  �  y�� �$ w ��  y�� � e� � � � (3.6)

Proof: Let
}�� denote the integral along ��� . Recalling that w ��� � 
k� ���, we obtain}�� � _x£� w �����  �   y�� �$ w ��  y�� � e� � _x£� � ��  y�� ���  �  y�� �$ � ��� e� �

Let � be an arbitrary point on ��� . Note that� ��� � 0 � ���  !#$% 0 $ ���&'2) *  +!#$% ,0 $ ���&'3) .*/ 	
where =>? 0 � ��� � =>? 0 $ ��� and all A$ ��� � 7C)9 %  D9 �E< are not of the form ��. Then it readily

follows that ¡�X�¢` �0 � ���  !#$% 0 $ ���&'2) * � �  R 	
and ¡�X�¢` � +!#$% ,0 $ ���&'3) .*/ � � � �
Therefore, ¡�X�¢` �� ��� � �  R �
This implies that, for each sufficiently large value of � , there exists a positive constant f� such that�� ��� � � f � for all � L ��� and f� O R as � O R . Besides, when � is sufficiently large,��  �  y�� � � � k� �
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By changing the variable � � �  � &�� , we can rewrite
}�� as}�� � _ ¤¥�'¤ ¥� � ��  y�� � y� &�� e���  � &��  �  y�� �$ � ��  � &�� � �

Therefore, it is deduced that�}�� � � _ ¤¥�'¤ ¥� �� ��  y�� � y� &�� �e�� ��  � &��  �  y�� �$ � ��  � &�� � �� _ ¤¥�'¤ ¥� �� ��  y�� � �� e�� ��  � &��  �  y�� � �$ �� ��  � &�� � �6 _ ¤¥�'¤ ¥� �� ��  y�� � �� e��� k��$f � � �$ �� ��  y�� � �z� $'f �
Obviously, ¡�X�¢` �$ �� ��  y�� � �z� $'f � � � 	
and we obtain

¡�X�¢` }�� � � for every � � 
. Q.E.D.

Proposition 3 Consider w ��� defined in (3.2) and the contour �� in (3.4).¡�X�¢� _x¦ w �����  �  y�� �$ w ��  y�� � e� � � � (3.7)

Proof: Let
}� denote the integral along �� . By changing the variable � � � &�� , we obtain}� � _ ¤ '§¨©ª«¬ .¥� /'¤®§¨©ª«¬ .¥� / � ��  y�� � y� &�� e��� &��  �  y�� �$ � ��&�� �

Since � ��� has no zero at the origin (otherwise, the zero would have been detected before), we can

specify a number ¯ � � such that �� ��� � � ¯ for any �� � � � when � is sufficiently small. In addition,

when � is sufficiently small, �� &��  �   y�� � � � � ��   y�� �k� � �. Consequently,�}� � � _ ¤ '§¨©ª«¬ .¥� /'¤®§¨©ª«¬ .¥� / �� ��  y�� � y� &�� �e�� �� &��  �  y�� �$ � ��&�� � �� _ ¤'¤ �� ��  y�� � y� &�� �e�� �� &��  �   y�� �$ � ��&�� � � � _ ¤'¤ �� ��  y�� � � � e�� �� &��  �  y�� � �$ �� ��&�� � �6 _ ¤'¤ �� ��  y�� � � � e��$ ¯ � �z �� ��  y�� � � ��$ ¯ �
Obviously, ¡�X�¢� �z �� ��  y�� � � ��$ ¯ � � �
Therefore,

¡�X�¢� }� � �. Q.E.D.
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Hence, it follows from Propositions 2 and 3 and from (3.5) that} �� � � }~�  }�  }�� (3.8)

where
}~� , }� and

}�� denote the contour integrals over the paths �~� , � � and ��� , respectively.

Now consider
}~� . As � O � and � O R , we obtain}~� � _ �® �`�'�` w �����  �   y�� �$ w ��  y�� � e� � (3.9)

Because
}~� in (3.9) is an improper integral, after the change of variable � � �  y � � �  y °Y� ±� ,

it follows that }~� � _ ¤'¤ w ��  y °Y� ±� �²�   �  y ³��  °Y� ±� ´µ$ w ��  y �� � y e]�� �¶{� ±� � � (3.10)

By defining ·� �] � as the integrand in (3.10), we arrive at the following initial value problem¹̧¹º¹¹»e¼�� �] �e] � Re Q·� �] �S 	 ¼�� �[z � � � 	e¼H� �] �e] � Im Q·� �] �S 	 ¼H� �[z � � � 	 (3.11)

with
}~� � ¼�� �z �  y ¼H� �z �.

The remaining task is to compute
}� and

}�� . As � O �, we obtain}� � _ �� w �[] &'�¤ � e]�[] &'�¤  �  y�� �$ w ��  y �� � 	 (3.12)}�� � _ �� [w �[] &�¤ � e]�[] &�¤  �  y�� �$ w ��  y �� � � (3.13)

Following the approach used in computing
}~� , we easily deduce that

}� and
}�� can be obtained by

solving the following initial value problems.¹̧¹º¹¹»e¼�
9 �] �e] � Re Q·9 �] �S 	 ¼�9 �� � � � 	e¼H9 �] �e] � Im Q·9 �] �S 	 ¼H9 �� � � � 	 (3.14)

and }9 � � ¼�9 ���  y ¼H9 ��� 	 for ½ � 
	 � 	 (3.15)

where ·9 �] � denote the integrands in (3.12) and (3.13).

Case II: � � � � For � � �, we define the contour as follows.�� W� �~� P ��� 	� ~� � Q� � �  y � N � L j[� 	 � lS 	��� � �� � �  � &�� N [z k� � � � z k� � 	 (3.16)
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where � O R . See Fig. 3.2. Define} �� � W� _x� w �����  �  y�� �$ w ��  y�� � e� � (3.17)

Then, we can easily deduce that � is
� ���-stable if and only if

} �� � � � for any �[� [ y�� � outside� .

�
�

�

Im���
Re ���� � � � �
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¿¾�
�~� ���

��

�
 

Figure 3.2: The contour �� for � � �.
In the following, how to compute

} �� � is described. It is easy to see from Proposition 2 that as� O R , the integral along the contour ��� vanishes. Hence,} �� � � _xÀ� w �����  �  y�� �$ w ��  y�� � e� � _ �® �`�'�` w �����  �   y�� �$ w ��  y�� � e� � (3.18)

Again, by the change of variable � � �  y � � �  y °Y� ±� , we obtain} �� � �_ ¤'¤ w ��  y °Y� ±� �²�   �  y ³��  °Y� ±� ´µ$w ��  y �� � y e]�� �¶{� ±� � � (3.19)

By defining ·� �] � as the integrand in (3.19), we obtain the following initial value problem.¹̧¹º¹¹»e¼�� �] �e] � Re Q·� �] �S 	 ¼�� �[z � � � 	e¼H� �] �e] � Im Q·� �] �S 	 ¼H� �[z � � � 	 (3.20)

and
} �� � � ¼�� �z �  y ¼H� �z �.

It is found that sometimes initial value problems (3.11) and (3.20) can be stiff, especially when

the path �~� gets very close to the right-most pole of w , whose real part is the abscissa of stability.

This frequently happens when the stability test is used repeatedly in computing the abscissa of stabil-

ity (see Section 3.2). Therefore, it is advisable to solve the initial value problems (3.11) and (3.20)

using stiff ODE solvers, for example, Radau5 code [39].

3.2 Stabilization of RFDDSs

It has been demonstrated [25,26] that the abscissa of stability is very useful in stabilizing RSs as well

as RDDSs by numerical methods. This idea is still useful in the numerical stabilization of RFDDSs.
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3.2.1 Numerical Stabilization Using the Abscissa of Stability

Let � denote the abscissa of stability of the characteristic function � of a RFDDS, which is defined

by � W� XYZ QRe ��� N � ��� � �S� (3.21)

It is readily deduced [27] that the system is BIBO stable if and only if� 6 � � (3.22)

Evidently, inequality (3.22) provides a practical way of stabilizing the system by numerical methods

once the abscissa of stability can be computed economically. In practice, we use a practical sufficient

criterion for the stability of the system, � �0 � 6 [\ �\ � ��	 (3.23)

where 0 is the design parameter.

3.2.2 Computation of the Abscissa of Stability for RFDDSs

In this section, the method for computing the abscissa of stability of � in (3.1) is described. It is based

on Zakian’s iteration [25], which makes repeated use of a stability test. Here, the Routh test of the

shifted polynomial in [25] is replaced by the
� �� �-stability test of � developed in Section 3.1.

The essentials of the iteration are as follows. First, determine an interval �:� 	 D� � that contains�; i.e., � is
� �D� �-stable but

� �:� �-unstable. Then, let ]  � �:�  D� �k� and determine whether �
is
� �] �-stable. If so, then � L �:� 	 ] �; otherwise, � L �]  	 D� �. The procedure is repeated until �

is located within a sufficiently small interval.

More explicitly, the iteration is expressed as follows. Let @ � � 	 
	 � 	 � � � and let Q]! S be a

sequence of real numbers generated by]!®  � ]!  �!®  	�!®  � Á ��! �k� �Â � �{ � �]! �-unstable[ ��! �k� �Â � �{ � �]! �-stable

(3.24)

where �� � D� [ :� and ]� � :� .
It can be shown [25] that the infinite sequence Q]! S in (3.24) converges to the abscissa of

stability, � , with the property �� [ ]!®  � � ��� ��!®  � (3.25)

Iteration (3.24) has the following noteworthy feature [25]. It always converges with the rate

of convergence given by (3.25). The convergence is disrupted, but not catastrophically, if failure to

obtain the correct result of the
� �]! �-stability test of � occurs in the iteration. The error �� [ ]! �

achieves its minimal value just prior to the first failure to obtain the correct result in the
� �]! �-

stability test, and thereafter the error always remains less than twice the minimal value, irrespective

of further miscalculation.
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It now remains to explain how to determine :� and D� . Given : 6 � and D � �, set :� � : andD� � D. There are only three possibilities.

1. If � is
� �:� �-unstable and is

� �D� �-stable, then :� � : and D� � D.
2. If � is

� �:� �-stable, we keep setting :� � �:� until � is
� �:� �-unstable and then set D� �:� k�.

3. If � is
� �D� �-unstable, we keep setting D� � �D� until � is

� �D� �-stable and then set :� � D� k�.
Following is the pseudo-code of the algorithm.

input: permissible error ¯ � �, : 6 �, D � �,
output: the abscissa of stability �
begin@ � �; :! � :; D! � D;

% First, find an initial interval containing �
if � is

� �:! �-stable,

while � is
� �:! �-stable,:! � � Ã :! ;

endD! � :! k�;
elseif � is

� �D! �-unstable,

while � is
� �D! �-unstable,D! � � Ã D! ;

end:! � D! k�;
endÄ � �:!  D! �k�;
% Now, start doing bisection

while �:! [ D! � � ¯,@ � @  
Å
if � is

� �Ä�-stable,:! � :!'; D! � Ä;
else:! � Ä; D! � D!';
endÄ � �:!  D! �k� Å

end� � Ä;
end
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3.3 Numerical Examples

In this section, numerical examples are given to show the effectiveness of the stability test and to

demonstrate how to stabilize a RFDDS using the method for computing the abscissa of stability. In

solving the initial value problems, we use the FORTRAN code Radau5 [39].

3.3.1 Example 1

Consider the following characteristic function [30, 40].� ��� � ����� [ 
�Æ ����� [ 
�Æ ����� &'Ç *  u��  s � (3.26)

It is shown [40] that for � L �� ���st� 	 
�ÆÈ�È��, the system is BIBO stable. Therefore, � is
� ���-

unstable for � � � ��� and
� ���-stable for � � 
.

Table 3.1: Stability test of � in (3.26) for � � � ��� 	 
 with parameters � , � and �� , where �� is the

number of function calls.� �  �� } � �� � � ���
 t ����uÆÈ� [� �

suÆÈ� � �
u�Æ� 
s  y � �ÈsÆ�tu� � 
tÈu� � ���tÆ��t 
��� 
stÆ� [� ��u�Æu 
�  y � �
Æ 
Æ�tu ÈuÈ�t Æ �uÈsÆÆ�� [s �s�uÆ�� 
 [� ��Æt 
ssÆ  y � ��ts 
É 
� u 
�È� �  �� } Ê 
�Ë � �� � 
���
 t ���Æ 
stÉ [� �uÆ�sÈs� [� �
�ÉÈ [ y t �É 
ut �ts� 
� � �uÈs�Æs� 
�ÆÈus�Æ� [� �tÆ�t [ y � ��Æ�s ��t�t 
��ÈÈuÈt� u �ÈÆu 
sÆ� [� �u�ÉÈ  y t �� 
�s É 
sÉ
We perform the

� ���-stability test of � in (3.26) for � � � ��� and � � 
 using different

values of � , �  and �� ; the results are given in Table 3.1. Furthermore, we verify the stability result

by computing the abscissa of stability of � for the various values of � with the permissible error¯ � 
�'Ë . The computed abscissae of stability (�©ÌÍÎ ), which are close to zero, are shown in

Table 3.2. This demonstrates the effectiveness of the proposed method.

Table 3.2: The computed � for Example 1.� � ���st� � ���su� 
�ÆÈ�Ès 
�ÆÈ�s��©ÌÍÎ � �Èu Ê 
�'Ï [� �
u Ê 
�'Ð [� �
È Ê 
�'Ï � �ts Ê 
�'Ñ
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3.3.2 Example 2

The characteristic function of the feedback control system of a heat-conduction process, denoted by�, is given by � ��� � ÒÓ�a� �
 [ &'�ÔÕd* �  �0 &'ÔÕd* 	 (3.27)

where 0 is the adjustable gain of the proportional controller used andÓ � � 	 Ö � 
	 Ò � � �Æ 	 a � 
�
For a description of the heat-conduction process, see Section 4.1.3 in Chapter 4.

By using the graphical stability test proposed by Callier and Desoer [41], Lertsatienchai [42]

shows that the system is stable for 0 6 
È �È�sÆ and unstable for 0 � 
È �È�sÆ. Hence, 0 � 
È �È�sÆ
is the critical gain of the closed loop system.

We perform the
� ���-stability test of � ��� in (3.27) for various values of the gain 0 using the

method in Section 3.1. The values of
} ��� are shown in Table 3.3. The results show that for all stable

cases
} ��� × �, and that the critical gain must be in the interval �
È �È�s 	 
È �È��� . This agrees well

with Lertsatienchai’s result [42].

Table 3.3: Stability test results with � � �.0 �  �� } ���
Æ É ��s 
s [� ��ÆÆ� �[� ��u [ y � �Æu � Ê 
�'Ëu ��ÆÆs [� �t�sÆ �� ��u  y t �u 
� Ê 
�'Ø
È �È�s 
� ��ust È �ttÆ� �[� �
É [ y � ��È� Ê 
�'ËÆ �sÆs 
 s ��ÉÉ 
 �� ��� [ y � �tÈ� Ê 
�'Ë
È �È�� 
���t 
 � �ÈtÆÈ 
�È�ÉÈ  y � �ÆÈsÈ
� �uu�É [� �
suu � �

�È  y � ���ut
s �Æ � �ÈÈsÆ t �s 
É� 
�tuÆÆ [ y � �tu�ut �Ét�u [� �suÆ� [ 
�tÈÈ
  y 
�tÈ��
3.3.3 Example 3

Consider the functions �� and �� given by�� ��� W� ��  
�! �  ��� 	�� ��� W� ��� [ ��  Æ�! �  ��� 	 (3.28)

where � is given by (3.27) with 0 � 
� and @ � 
 is an integer. It readily follows from (3.28) that�� ��� � �� ��  
�!  �� ��  
�! &'Õ* [ �� ��  
�! &'�Õ* 	�� ��� � �� ��� [ ��  Æ�!  �� ��� [ ��  Æ�! &'Õ* [ �� ��� [ ��  Æ�! &'�Õ * � (3.29)

It should be noted that the abscissa of stability of � with 0 � 
� is equal to [
�É 
. Hence,

from the definition of �� and �� in (3.28), it is clear that the abscissae of stability of �� and �� are
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respectively equal to [
 and 
 for all @ � 
. Notice that when @ � 
, the right-most roots are repeated

and thus we expect severe effect of roundoff errors during computation. Besides, the accuracy in

computing the abscissa of stability of �� also depends on the line search algorithm implemented on

its branch cut. In this thesis, quadratic interpolation is used for the line search algorithm.

Table 3.4: The abscissae of stability of test function �� .@ permissible error actual error �©ÌÍÎ
1 
 Ê 
�'Ð � �u� Ê 
�'Ð [� �����Æs 
ttt
 Ê 
�'Ï � ��Æ Ê 
�'Ï [� ������ÈÆ�u�
 Ê 
�'Ñ � �tu Ê 
�'Ñ [
�������ttÈÈ
2 
 Ê 
�'Ð � �� 
 Ê 
�'� [� ����È�utÈ
u
 Ê 
�'Ï � �
t Ê 
�'� [� ����sÈ�t�ÉÆ
 Ê 
�'Ñ � �tÆ Ê 
�'� [� ����ÉÆ 
�uÆs
3 
 Ê 
�'Ð � �

 Ê 
�' [� ��s� 
s�us�Æ
 Ê 
�'Ï � �
É Ê 
�' [� ��suu� 
ÉÉsÈ
 Ê 
�'Ñ � �
Æ Ê 
�' [� ��suÈtÈ
��u
4 
 Ê 
�'Ð � �ÉÈ Ê 
�' [� ��t�s�ÆÉÉ�t
 Ê 
�'Ï � �u� Ê 
�' [� ��ÆsuÈsÈÆÈ�
 Ê 
�'Ñ � �É� Ê 
�' [� ��t�s 
��t��
Table 3.5: The abscissae of stability of test function �� .@ permissible error actual error �©ÌÍÎ
1 
 Ê 
�'Ð � ��u Ê 
�'Ð 
������u�uÈs
 Ê 
�'Ï � ��� Ê 
�'Ï 
�������sÈ


 Ê 
�'Ñ � �t 
 Ê 
�'Ñ 
�������t�ÆÉ
2 
 Ê 
�'Ð � �
É Ê 
�'Ð 
����� 
Æ�Æ� 

 Ê 
�'Ï � �uÆ Ê 
�'Ð 
�����uu�t 
�
 Ê 
�'Ñ � �tÈ Ê 
�'Ð 
�����tÈ�ÉÈÈ
3 
 Ê 
�'Ð � �
� Ê 
�'� 
��� 

s 
u�� 

 Ê 
�'Ï � �
É Ê 
�'� 
��� 
ÆÉ��s��
 Ê 
�'Ñ � �
u Ê 
�'� 
��� 
u�ÈÉ 
s 

4 
 Ê 
�'Ð � �t� Ê 
�'� 
�����sÆsÆ�t
 Ê 
�'Ï � �É� Ê 
�'� 
���É 
ÉÆÈ�t�
 Ê 
�'Ñ � �uÈ Ê 
�'� 
���uÉÆ��s� 


The abscissae of stability of �� and �� expressed in (3.29) with @ � 
	 � 	 t 	 u are computed and



22

the computational results are shown in Tables 3.4 and 3.5, where

actual error � Á ��©ÌÍÎ  
� for ����©ÌÍÎ [ 
� for �� �
From Tables 3.4 and 3.5, we can see that the actual errors are greater than the permissible errors

in most of the cases where @ � 
. This indicates that, for those difficult cases, iteration (3.24) fails to

converge to the correct value of � owing to the wrong determination of
� �� �-stability effected by the

roundoff errors. However, by noting that a closed-loop system seldom has repeated roots, one can see

that such cases hardly happen in practice. As shown in this example, even if they happen, iteration

(3.24) is still able to produce results with reasonable accuracy of 2–3 decimal digits. Note that in

practice, this level of accuracy is adequate for many applications.

3.3.4 Example 4

Consider a unity feedback control system shown in Fig. 3.3, where the plant transfer function is given

by · ��� � &'Õ*� �� [ 
� � (3.30)

Obviously, the plant is unstable.Ù Ú ��� Û ���� � ���Ü �Ý�� Þ �Ý�¿ ß �Ý� à �Ý�
Figure 3.3: A unity feedback control system.

The problem is to stabilize the control system using a PD controllerb ��� � 0   0 � � where 0  	0 � � � �
The characteristic function of the closed loop system is� ��� � � �� [ 
�  �0   0 � ��&'Õ* � (3.31)

Table 3.6: Stabilization of an unstable RFDDS.0 � �t 	 �� �
	 u � �
�Æ 	 ����©ÌÍÎ � �ÆÉÆÈ � ��È�� � �tÉ��0 �� �È 
É� 	 u �ttuÆ� �� �ÉsÆ� 	 u �t���� �� �sÈÉ� 	 È ��t�Æ��©ÌÍÎ [� �� 

� [� �� 
È� [� ��É 
�
In conjunction with the method of inequalities, a stabilizing controller is obtained by solving

the inequality � �0 � � \ 	 \ � [� ��� 
� (3.32)
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For the details on this, see [26]. By using the MBP, the solutions of inequality (3.32) are located.

The stabilizing controllers are obtained from three different starting points. The results are shown in

Table 3.6.

This example demonstrates that the stabilization problem for RFDDSs can be solved easily by

iterative numerical methods once a practical method of computing the abscissa of stability is available.



CHAPTER IV

CONTROLLER DESIGN

In this chaper, fractional controllers are designed by the MoI for SISO and MIMO plants. Section

4.1.2 presents the design of a fractional PI controller for a time-delay plant. In Section 4.1.3, a frac-

tional phase-lead controller is obtained for a heat-conduction process. Two fractional PI controllers,

a decentralized fractional PI and a full fractional PI controller, are achieved for a binary distillation

column in Section 4.2. Throughout this chapter, the unity feedback control configuration is used. See

Fig. 4.1. Ù Ú �� áâ � Û ���� � ���Ü �Ý�� Þ �Ý�¿ ß �Ý� à �Ý�
Figure 4.1: A unity feedback control system

By using step-response criteria, the control design objectives are threefold: to achieve good

step responses (i.e., small maximum overshoot, settling time, and rise time), to avoid saturation of

control signals, and, for MIMO systems, to reduce loop interaction.

In this work, the design inequalities (2.1) are solved by using a numerical search algorithm

called the moving boundaries process (MBP). See [8] for the details of the algorithm. For the ef-

ficiency in the design process, tasks such as the
� ���-stability test, the computation of � �0 � and

the step responses are implemented in FORTRAN programming language. The FORTRAN code

Radau5 [39] is employed for solving the initial value problems in the
� ���-stability test. FOR-

TRAN compiler Salford FTN77PE is used. All the computations are carried out by a computer with

Intel 
�ÉÉ ·� g microprocessor, RAM Æ 
� f ã , using OS Window XP SP2.

4.1 Controller Design for SISO Systems

4.1.1 Design Formulation & Specifications

Consider an SISO control system shown in Fig. 4.1, where · ��� is the plant transfer function, b �� 	0 �
is the controller transfer function with design parameter 0 . Suppose that the reference � is a unit step

function.

The design parameter 0 is to be determined so that it satisfies the following design specifica-

tions. GH �0 � � IH 	 J � 
	 � 	 t 	 u 	 (4.1)
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where G  W� {äåQ ²¼ �^� [ ¼` µk¼` N ^ � �SG� W� X ��Q^ N ¼ �^� � � �� ¼` SG� W� X ��Q� N �¼ �^� [ ¼` � � � ��� ¼` U ^ � � SGÐ W� {äåQ �A �^� � N ^ � �S
æ¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹ç¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹è 	 (4.2)

and ¼` denotes the steady state value of the step response ¼ , that is,¼` W� ¡�Xp¢` ¼ �^� �
In many practical applications, the actuator has a saturation characteristic. To avoid the satu-

ration during the operation of the system, the design requirement
GÐ � IÐ in (4.1) needs to be taken

into consideration. This fundamental requirement makes the design problem become difficult to solve

even for an SISO system. However, it should be noted that the MoI can solve such a design problem

effectively in a systematic manner (see, for example, [12, 13]).

In addition to the design specifications in (4.1), if there are constraints on the design parameter0 (or permissible ranges of 0 ), they can be incorporated into the design inequalities (4.1) very easily.

This still results in the inequalities of the form (2.1).

4.1.2 Controller Design for a Time-Delay Plant

In this Section, we consider a typical second-order plant with time-delay whose transfer function is

given by · ��� � �&'�*��  
� ��  �� � (4.3)

Assume that a fractional PI controller is used and the controller transfer function b �� 	0 � is

b �� 	0 � � 0   0 � �é ê�é ê 	 (4.4)

where 0 � j0  	 0 � 	 0 � lë is the vector of design parameters that are constrained to be positive.

It is easy to verify that the transfer function of the closed-loop system takes the form in (1.1)

and is given by � ��� � � �0   0 � �é ê �&'�*�é ê ��  
� ��  ��  � �0   0 ��é ê �&'�* � (4.5)

Suppose that the bounds IH are specified as follows.I � � ��Æ 	 I� � Æ �È 	 I� � É �Æ 	 IÐ � 
�
� (4.6)

First, a stability point is obtained by solving the inequality� �0 � � [� �
�
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Figure 4.2: Step responses of time-delay system

Once the stability point is obtained, the
� �[� �
�-stability test is used repeatedly so as to maintain

the closed-loop stability during the search. After a number of iterations, the MBP algorithm locates a

design solution, 0 � j� ���Æ 	 � �u� 
	 
��utlë 	 (4.7)

where � �0 � � [� ��È
u and the corresponding performance measures areG  � � ��� 	 G� � Æ �É� 	 G� � É �tÈ 	 GÐ � 
��É �
The control and output signals of the system with the controller parameter 0 in (4.7) are shown

in Fig. 4.2.

4.1.3 Controller Design for a Heat-Conduction Process

Consider the heat-conduction process in a metallic rod; see Fig. 4.3. The rod has length Ö , cross-

sectional area Ó and is made of a material with density �, heat capacity I and thermal conductivityÒ .

�� �A �^� � �Ö 	 ^�� Ö ]
Figure 4.3: The heating metallic rod.
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Figure 4.4: Step responses of heat-conduction system

The control signal A �^� is the heat flow injected at ] � �. The output ¼ �^� � � �Ö 	 ^� is the

temperature measured at ] � Ö . In using the feedback configuration in Fig. 4.1, the control objective

is to keep the temperature ¼ �^� as close as possible to a reference signal.

Schwarz and Friedland [43] show that with appropriate boundary conditions, the transfer func-

tion of the process is · ��� W� ì ���í ��� � 
ÒÓ�a�� {��î ��a� Ö � 	 (4.8)

where the parameter a W� I �kÒ . Setting Ó � �, Ö � 
, Ò � � �Æ, and a � 
, we obtain· ��� � 
�� {��î ��� � � (4.9)

In general, the nonrational transfer function in (4.9) occurs when the plant is governed by a heat-

conduction or diffusion equation (see, for example, [36, 43]).

Assume that a fractional phase-lead controller is used and its transfer function is

b �� 	0 � � 0  ��é ï  0 � ���é ï  0 � � 	 (4.10)

where 0 � � 0 � � � and 0 Ð � �. It is worth noting [44] that the controller in (4.10) can be realized in

practice.

It can be readily verified that the closed-loop transfer function takes the form in (1.1) and is

given by � ��� � �0  ��é ï  0 � �&'Õ*�� ��é ï  0 � � �
 [ &'�Õ *�  �0  ��é ï  0 � �&'Õ* � (4.11)
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Suppose that the bounds IH are specified as follows.I � � ��Æ 	 I� � � �tÆ 	 I� � � �u 	 IÐ � 
� �� � (4.12)

In order to obtain a stability point, we solve the inequality� �0 � � [� �
�
Then, the

� �[� �
�-stability test is used repeatedly to prevent the search from stepping out of the

stability region. The MBP algorithm locates a design solution,0 � j� ��u� 	 È �Æ 
t 	 
Æ ���u 	 
�
� 
lë 	 (4.13)

where � �0 � � [u �utst and the corresponding performance measures areG  � � ��� 	 G� � � �tu 	 G� � � �t� 	 GÐ � � ��u �
The control and output signals of the system with the controller parameter 0 in (4.13) are shown

in Fig. 4.4.

4.2 Controller Design for a Binary Distillation Column

Distillation columns have been widely used in the chemical and petroleum industries. Known as com-

plicated dynamical systems, distillation columns present interesting and challenging control design

problems [45,46]. The controller design for such process systems has long been recognized as a com-

plex problem. Attempts have been made by many researchers in designing controllers for distillation

columns (see, e.g., [14, 16, 47]). However, it appears that so far no one has considered designing a

fractional controller for a binary distillation column. Designing a fractional controller for systems

with time-delays seems to be a difficult task.

The objective of this section is to design fractional PI controllers for a binary distillation column

by using the MoI. Here, we are concerned primarily with the pilot scale binary distillation column

investigated by Wood and Berry [46]. The design specifications are based on the conventional step-

response criteria. It is important to note that a fractional PI controller can be realized in practice (see,

e.g., [44]). Besides, the use of a fractional PI controller for the distillation column gives rise to a

RFDDS.

4.2.1 Description of Distillation Column and Control System

The column is operated in order to separate a two-component mixture of water and methanol. Two

variables, the reflux flow rate � and the steam flow rate ð fed into the reboiler, are manipulated in the

LV structure, which is commonly used in distillation engineering. The controlled variables ]ñ and]ò are the mole fractions of methanol of the top and bottom products, respectively. See Figure 4.5.
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Figure 4.5: Diagram of a binary distillation column

The mathematical model of the column developed by Wood and Berry [46] is a lineariza-

tion around the steady state operating condition and hence, a relation between incremental vari-

ables (see [46] for the details). The transfer matrix from the input A � j F� Fð lë to the output¼ � j F]ñ F]ò lë is given by

· ��� � óôôõ 
� �s &'*
É �È �  
 [
s �� &'� *� 
 �  
É �É &'ö *
� �� �  
 [
� �u &'� *
u �u �  

÷øøù � (4.14)

As expected from the LV structure, the reflux flow rate � is used to regulate the composition ]ñ
of top product and the steam flow rate ð to regulate the composition ]ò of bottom product. However,

the interaction between the two control loops is quite obvious, as can be seen from the mathematical

model.

4.2.2 Problem Formulation

Consider the unity feedback configuration shown in Fig. 4.1, where · ��� is the transfer matrix given

in (4.14).

The performance measures of the system are defined based on step responses as follows. Let� � j�  �� lë denote the reference inputs, A � jA  A� lë the control signals and ¼ � j¼  ¼� lë the

outputs. Suppose that �  is a unit step function and �� is zero. Let ¼ ` denote the steady state value
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of ¼ . Define
GH

(J � 
	 � � � 	 É) as follows.G  W� {äåQ ²¼  �^� [ ¼ ` µk¼ ` N ^ � �S	 G� W� X ��Q^ N ¼  �^� � � �� ¼ ` S	G� W� X ��Q� N �¼  �^� [ ¼ ` � � � ��� ¼ ` U ^ � � S	 GÐ W� {äåQ �¼� �^� � N ^ � �S	GÏ W� {äåQ �A  �^� � N ^ � �S	 GÑ W� {äåQ �A� �^� � N ^ � �S� (4.15)

Now suppose that �� is a unit step function and �  is zero. Let ¼�` denote the steady state value of¼� . Define
GH

(J � È 	 � � � 	 
�) as follows.Gö W� {äåQ ²¼� �^� [ ¼�` µk¼�` N ^ � �S	 GË W� X ��Q^ N ¼� �^� � � �� ¼�` S	GØ W� X ��Q� N �¼� �^� [ ¼�` � � � ��� ¼�` U ^ � � S	 G � W� {äåQ �¼  �^� � N ^ � �S	G  W� {äåQ �A  �^� � N ^ � �S	 G � W� {äåQ �A� �^� � N ^ � �S� (4.16)

The controller b �� 	0 � with design parameter 0 is to be specified so as to fulfill the performance

criteria described by the inequalitiesGH �0 � � IH 	 J � 
	 � 	 � � � 	 
� 	 (4.17)

where the performance measures
GH

(J � 
	 � � � 	 
�) are defined in (4.15) and (4.16).

To avoid saturation of the actuators during the operation of the system, the design requirementsGH � IH (J � Æ 	 É 	 

	 
�) in (4.17) need to be satisfied. These fundamental requirements make the

design problem not easy to solve.

In addition to the design specifications given by inequalities (4.17), if there are constraints on

the design parameter 0 (or permissible ranges of 0 ), they can be incorporated into the design very

easily. This results in a set of inequalities of the form (2.1).

4.2.3 Decentralized Fractional PI Controller

Following the design formulation described in Section 3.1, we first attempt using a simple fractional

controller. To this end, a decentralized fractional PI controller is considered.

Let b �� 	0 � be a decentralized controller whose transfer matrix is described by

b �� 	0 � � óôôõ 0   0 � �é ê�é ê �� 0 Ð  0 Ï �é ú�é ú
÷øøù 	 (4.18)

where the design parameter 0 L M Ñ is to be determined.

Suppose that the bounds IH in inequalities (2.1) are specified as follows.I � � ��Æ 	 I� � 

	 I� � tÈ 	 IÐ � � �uÆ 	 IÏ � � �� 	 IÑ � � �� 	Iö � � ��Æ 	 IË � 

	 IØ � t� 	 I � � � �uÆ 	 I  � � �� 	 I � � � �� � (4.19)

In the design, we obtain a stability point by solving the inequality� �0 � � [� �
�
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Then, the
� �[� �
�-stability test is used repeatedly to ensure that the search is carried out within the

stability region. By working interactively with computer, the MBP algorithm finally locates a design

solution, 0 � j� ��� 	 � �
Æ 	 
�� 
	 [� �� 

	 [� ��� 	 
�� 
lë 	 (4.20)

for which the performance measures
GH �0 � areG  � � �� 	 G� � 
� �sÆ 	 G� � tÉ �
t 	 GÐ � � �ut 	 GÏ � � �
È 	 GÑ � � ��È 	Gö � � ��ts 	 GË � 
� �Æs 	 GØ � ts ��uÉ 	 G � � � �u� 	 G  � � �
Æ 	 G � � � �
� �

The step responses of the system with the controller parameter given in (4.20) are shown in Fig. 4.6

and the corresponding control signals are shown in Fig. 4.7. Obviously, the closed-loop system per-

forms satisfactorily with the decentralized controller obtained by the design, i.e., the simultaneous

control of both product compositions is possible.

Further improvement of the system performances can be made by using a more complex con-

troller, e.g., a decentralized controller of higher order or a full fractional PI controller, which generally

requires more computation effort in the design process. It should be noted, however, that a decentral-

ized controller may be preferable because of the simplicity in its implementation.
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Figure 4.6: Output signals with decentralized fractional PI controller
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Figure 4.7: Control signals with decentralized fractional PI controller
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4.2.4 Full Fractional PI Controller

Evidently, the interaction between control loops is particularly strong and cannot be attenuated by

a decentralized controller. Next, a full fractional PI controller is used so as to improve the system

performance.

Let b �� 	0 � be described by the transfer matrix

b �� 	0 � � óôôõ 0   0 � �é ê�é ê 0 �  0  �é 1"�é 1"0 ö  0 Ë �é û�é û 0 Ð  0 Ï �é ú�é ú
÷øøù 	 (4.21)

where the design parameter 0 L M � is to be determined.

Let the bounds IH in inequalities (2.1) be specified as follows.I � � ��Æ 	 I� � 

	 I� � �É 	 IÐ � � ��Æ 	 IÏ � � �� 	 IÑ � � �� 	Iö � � ��Æ 	 IË � 

	 IØ � �� 	 I � � � ��Æ 	 I  � � �� 	 I � � � �� � (4.22)

Note that the significant reduction of I� , IÐ , IØ and I� implies a requirement that is far more

stringent than that of the case in Section 4.2.3.

However, with the design setting in (4.22), the MBP does not locate any solution. From the

computation, it is suggested that the bounds IÏ and IË should be slightly relaxed so as to make the

design numerically feasible. It should be noted that
GÏ and

G  are the peaks of control signal A  that

represent the capability of an actuator. Therefore, we set IÏ � I  � � ��Æ and IË � 

��.
First, we solve the following inequality for a stability point.� �0 � � [� ��t �

Then, the
� �[� ��t�-stability test is employed to maintain the closed-loop stability during the search.

After a number of iterations, a design solution is located by the MBP algorithm,0 � j � ��utst 	 � �
uÈ
É 	 
������ 	 [� �� 
tuÆ 	 [� �
��ÈÆ 	 
���� 
� 	� �����É 	 � ���ÉsÆ 	 � ���s 
� 	 [� �� 
É�� 	 [� ��uÉ�t 	 
�� 
��É lë 	 (4.23)

with the performance measures
GH �0 � given belowG � � ��t� 	 G� � 
� �È 
	 G� � �Æ �� 
	 GÐ � � ��u 	 GÏ � � ��u 	 GÑ � � �
� 	Gö � � ���� 	 GË � 

�
Æ 	 GØ � 
s �u� 	 G � � � �
t 	 G  � � �
È 	 G � � � �
u �

The step responses of the system with the controller parameter given in (4.23) are shown in

Fig. 4.8 and the corresponding control signals are shown in Fig. 4.9. Obviously, the closed-loop

system performs much better with the full fractional PI controller. The result is as expected because

in using decentralized controller, no attempt is made to counteract the strong interaction between the

two control loops.
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Figure 4.8: Output signals with full fractional PI controller
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4.2.5 Comparison with Taiwo’s results

In this section, the fractional PI controllers obtained in Sections 4.2.3 and 4.2.4 are compared with

the conventional PI controllers given previously by Taiwo [11,14]. It should be noted that Taiwo also

employed the MoI in the design of PI controllers for Wood and Berry’s distillation column.

Taiwo’s Decentralized PI Controller: The decentralized PI controller obtained by Taiwo for Wood

and Berry’s distillation column is given in (4.24).

b  ��� � óôõ � �� 
È�  � �
Éuu �� �� [� ����t [ � ��Æs 
 ��
÷øù 	 (4.24)

Accordingly, the step responses of the closed-loop system are shown in Fig. 4.10 and the correspond-

ing control signals in Fig. 4.11.

One can see from Figs. 4.6–4.7, 4.10–4.11 that the step responses of the system obtained by the

two decentralized controllers are comparable. Nevertheless, the decentralized fractional PI controller

gives responses with smaller settling times. Besides, it reduces the rise time of ¼� when �� is a unit

step function in a trade-off with the slight oscillation of ¼� and the larger control signal A� during the

transient period.
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Figure 4.10: Output signals with Taiwo’s decentralized PI controller
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Figure 4.11: Control signals with Taiwo’s decentralized PI controller

Taiwo’s Full PI controller: The full PI controller obtained by Taiwo for Wood and Berry’s distil-

lation column is given in (4.25).

b� ��� � óôõ � ��stÆ  � �u�s �� [� �� 
ÈÉ [ � ��ÆÆÆÈ ��� ��ttu  � ���t�É �� [� ����ÉÈ [ � ���t ��
÷øù 	 (4.25)

The step responses of the closed-loop system are shown in Fig. 4.12 and the corresponding control

signals in Fig. 4.13.

While the system performance cannot be significantly improved by the decentralized fractional

PI controller, the full fractional PI controller does give us much better performances than the full PI

controller does, as can be seen from Figs. 4.8–4.9, 4.12–4.13. Let ]H ��9 � (J,½ � 
,�, ] L QA 	 ¼ S)
denote the signal ]H of the system obtained when �9 is a unit step function. Although the full PI

controller gives a very good performance with respect to the output signal ¼  �� �, the output signal¼� ��� � is much more sluggish and the control signal A  ��  � is significantly larger than those obtained

by the full fractional PI controller. It has been shown that the fractional PI controllers give better

performances than the conventional PI controllers do. This is due to the fact that with a fractional PI

controller we have more parameters to adjust than those with a conventional PI controller of the same

structure.
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Figure 4.12: Output signals with Taiwo’s full PI controller
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Figure 4.13: Control signals with Taiwo’s full PI controller



CHAPTER V

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1 Discussion

In this thesis, the design of RFDDSs by the MoI is carried out by using developed computational tools

(a stability test and a practical method for computing the abscissa of stability) and an available tool

(the formula for the numerical inversion of Laplace transforms based on Zakian’s
�� �

approximants)

for computing the time responses of the systems. This section discusses some computational aspects

of those tools as such a discussion is necessary for using the tools effectively and may help improve

them later.

The abscissa of stability is computed for RFDDSs by using a bisection scheme that makes

repeated use of the stability test. Accordingly, the accuracy of the computed abscissa of stability

depends largely on the test, that is to say the accuracy in determining the
� ���-stability for RFDDSs.

The
� ���-stability is checked by comparing a contour integral with zero (assuming that there is no

characteristic root on the real interval j� 	 �l when � � �); therefore, the accuracy in computing the

integral determines the accuracy of the test. (If there are characteristic roots on the real interval j� 	 �l
when � � �, the accuracy of the test is determined by the efficiency of the line search algorithm em-

ployed.) In other words, low levels of accuracy in computing the integral can cause wrong decisions

on whether the integral is sufficiently close to zero, which result in the disruption of the convergence

of the iteration for computing the abscissa of stability. If the disruption occurs before the stopping

criterion of the iteration is satisfied, the abscissa of stability will not be computed to the desired degree

of accuracy. However, it should be noted, in most severe cases considered in the numerical examples

given in Chapter 3, that the developed method is still able to produce result with reasonable accuracy

that is sufficient for many applications. In addition, it has been demonstrated that the method can be

used satisfactorily in the design of RFDDSs by the MoI.

The numerical comparison of a contour integral with zero gives rise to the problem of choosing

an appropriately small constant according to the level of accuracy required in computing the integral.

Once the constant has been chosen, the integral is considered as zero if the magnitude of its computed

value is smaller than the constant. In Hwang and Cheng’s test [30], they suggest that the constant

should be 
�� times larger than the required level of accuracy. The suggestion still applies to the� ���-stability test.

The contour integral used in the
� ���-stability test has several parameters and terms whose

roles are worth considering here. It is noted that many of the computational properties remain the

same between the
� ���-stability test and the test due to Hwang and Cheng (that is an

� ���-stability

test; see [30] for discussion on computational aspects of the test). The normalizing term w ��  y�� �
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in the integrand allows us to compare the integral with zero with reduced risk of failure. The term��  �  y�� �$ reduces, or even eliminates, the risk of the sum of the residues being zero when there

are some characteristic roots of the system in the half plane
� ���. Although the point �[�  [ y�� � is

only required to be outside
� �� �, � should not be close to � to avoid the stiffness of the initial-value

problem obtained from the integral along vertical line �~� . In practice, only one or two sets of (� , ��)
are sufficient for checking the

� ���-stability for a RFDDS. With the same level of accuracy required

in computing the integral, a larger value of � in the integrand can help reduce the effort in computing

the integral significantly. However, when � is too large (e.g., � � t), the integral can be very small

and therefore is difficult for numerically comparing with zero.

The Laplace transform inversion method based on Zakian’s
�� �

approximants with f � 


and � � 
s, i.e., with double precision arithmetic operations, have been used satisfactorily for

computing the step responses in the design of RFDDSs by the MoI. To avoid the weakness of the

method in computing oscillatory time responses, the computation is performed only at points that

are well inside the stability region V . This can be assured by stabilizing the systems using criterion� �0 � � [\ with \ � � and performing the
� �[\�-stability test at each trial point generated by the

search algorithm. Alternatively,
�� �

approximants of higher order (e.g., f � t� and � � u�)
can be used for greater accuracy. In this thesis,

�� �
approximants with f � 

 and � � 
s

are employed and if there is doubt about the accuracy of the computed results, recomputation with

quad-precision can help verify the obtained results. Since the Laplace transform inversion method

discussed here is not the main subject to be studied in this thesis, a thorough investigation of the

method can be found, for example, in [33] (see also [32]).

It should be noted that the design of control systems with fixed-order controllers by using pa-

rameter optimization approaches are generally nonconvex problems (see, e.g., [48]). Therefore, as in

solving any nonconvex optimization problems, one must work interactively with the computer. The

MBP is capable of locating a design solution only if a good starting point is obtained, which may

require several trial steps. If the design procedure cannot obtain a solution, the designer should either

try a different controller (usually of higher order or more complexity) or relax the design specifica-

tions. Good insight about the system and experience of control design are very useful for seeking a

solution to the design problem. In-depth discussion on the design of control systems by the MoI is

provided by Zakian and Al-Naib [8] and Zakian [10, 11].

5.2 Conclusions

In the thesis, a systematic computational procedure is developed for designing RFDDSs by the MoI.

Accordingly, a design problem must be formulated so that it is suitable for solution by numerical

methods. This is an extension of the design formulation which was first used by Zakian and Al-Naib

[8] for rational systems and subsequently by Arunsawatwong [23, 26] for retarded delay differential

systems. Essentially, this thesis has developed necessary computational tools, namely a stability test

and a practical method for computing the abscissa of stability for RFDDSs, to make possible the

design of RFDDSs by the MoI.
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Extended from the procedure in [30], the
� ���-stability test has proved effective and pro-

vides a useful computational tool for computing the abscissa of stability for RFDDSs. It has been

demonstrated that the abscissa of stability is particularly useful in stabilizing RFDDSs. By modify-

ing Zakian’s technique [25], a practical method for computing the abscissa of stability is established.

The numerical results show that the method developed here is effective, even when the iteration is

disrupted by serious round-off error during computation. Also, the numerical example shows that

the stabilization problem of RFDDS can be easily solved by numerical methods once a method of

computing the abscissa of stability is available. The stability test and the method for computing the

abscissa of stability evidently play crucial roles in the design of RFDDSs by the MoI.

In designing RFDDSs by the MoI, we desire to have an efficient and reliable algorithm for

computing the time responses. To this end, the Laplace transform inversion formula based on Zakian’s�� �
approximants can be used satisfactorily in the design procedure. Once the time responses are

obtained, the performances defined in terms of the responses (which are usually the most difficult

ones to compute) are easily obtainable by simple numerical algorithms. Moreover, it is worth noting

that the accuracy in computing time responses of RFDDSs can be significantly improved by using�� �
approximants of higher order. In this connection, the rapid advance in the computation power

of computers will help.

The MoI facilitates a realistic formulation of the design problem by expressing the physical

constraints and performance specifications directly in terms of inequalities. The numerical results

evidently show that by using the MoI, one can design RFDDSs effectively in a systematic way. Con-

sequently, one can deal more easily with a sophisticated design problem and, provided that appropriate

design criteria are used, can arrive at an accurate and realistic formulation of the design problem. Note

that the designer is released from the computational burdens to focus on setting the formulation up.

The system is assured to perform satisfactorily provided that the design problem is well formulated

and a solution is found.

The design formulation proposed in this thesis for RFDDSs is not only useful for the MoI

but also for other numerical optimization methods that search for a solution in a design-parameter

space. Accordingly, the computational tools developed in this thesis for resolving stability problems

associated with the design of RFDDS by using the MoI remain useful for other numerical optimization

approaches.

Despite having been extensively studied by many researchers, fractional controllers are fairly

new in comparison with conventional controllers, such as the PID controller. The implementation of

fractional controllers is usually more complicated than that of conventional ones. Therefore, frac-

tional controllers are prefered only if they can offer much better performances to the systems. In

this connection, the computational tools developed in this thesis allow us to investigate further the

advantages of fractional controllers over conventional controllers of integer order.
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5.3 Suggestion for Future Work

It should be noted that this thesis is primarily concerned with developing computational tools for

resolving the stability problems associated with the design of RFDDSs by the MoI. Therefore, we

suggest that further developments should be made to enlarge the class of systems to which the de-

sign method is applicable, to arrive at a practical formulation of design problems (i.e., practical per-

formance measures are used), and to improve the accuracy in computing the time responses. The

suggested future works are briefly explained as follows.

5.3.1 Neutral Fractional Delay Differential Systems

Transfer function (1.1) represents a neutral fractional delay differential system (NFDDS) if =>? 0 � �=>? 0 $ for some � � �. The design method developed in this thesis can be applied to NFDDSs

once the associated stability problems are resolved. In this connection, the sufficient condition for

the stability of a NFDDS obtained by Bonnet and Partington [27] might be useful. Accordingly, a

NFDDS is BIBO stable if � �0 � 6 [\ �\ � ��	
where the abscissa of stability � W� {äåQRe��� N � ��� � �S	
and � is the characteristic function of the system. However, the algorithm developed in thesis for

computing the abscissa of stability for RFDDSs is not readily applicable owing to the fact that the� ���-stability test cannot be used for NFDDSs.

5.3.2 Practical Design by the Principle of Matching

The formulation described in Section 2.1 gives rise to the need of practical performance measures in

order to obtain a realistic design. In this connection, the principle of matching (PoM) [10, 11] allows

one to take into consideration practical aspects of control system design.

In a design by the PoM, we are concerned with two connected entities, the system and its

environment. The environment affects the system via some signals, i.e., input signals of the system.

As far as the performance of the designed system is concerned, the practical model of the environment

is characterized by the set of input signals that may occur in practice, called the possible set (denoted

by ü ). A match between the two entities is obtained if any signals in the possible set can be tolerated

by the system with respect to some specified well-defined performance criteria. Moreover, if any

signals outside the possible set will cause the system to operate unsatisfactorily, the system and its

environment are said to be well matched. Let the set of input signals that can be tolerated by the

system be defined as the tolerable set (denoted by ý ). Obviously, a match is obtained if ü þ ý
whereas a good match requires that ü ÿ ý .

A practical design formulation requires a practical way of comparing the possible set ü with

the tolerable set ý in order to judge whether a match (or even a good match) is obtained. Criteria for

a match vary significantly depending on the design problem at hand. See [10, 11] for the details.
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Once practical matching criteria (in the form of inequalities) are obtained, the design problem

is solved by following the formulation presented in Section 2.1.

The application of the PoM to a RFDDS requires a practical method for computing the peak

output of the system with respect to a specified possible set.

5.3.3 Development of
�� �

Recursions for Computing Time Responses

The accuracy in computing oscillatory functions by using
�� �

approximants in global manner may

not be satisfactory. Apparently, no one has developed
�� �

recursions for solving fractional delay

differential equations. In connection with the design method developed in this thesis, the use of
�� �

recursions for computing time responses of RFDDSs will facilitate higher levels of accuracy.
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