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This dissertation aims to study the characteristics and the significance of the
metaphor of water as a ﬁtmry technique used to convey the idea of the path to Nirvana
in Jatakatthakathd, The data used in this study include the metaphors of water appeared in
256 out of 547 jatakas.

The study reveals that ﬂ:em are two kinds of metaphor of water in Jitakatthakatha.
The first kind includes the metaphers which explicitly connete or relate to ‘water’—water,
well, lotus pond, river, sea, and ocean. These metaphors convey dharma, defilements, and
Samsara. The second kind of the water metaphor includes the metaphors which implicitly
convey the characteristics of water, Ilrne!y coolness, purity, and fullness; and which
implicitly relate to water, namely fire, and rain. The message conveyed through the use of
these metaphors is that the defilements are the cause of suffering and will be ceased only
by practicing dharma. The two kinds of metaphor of water are well related as they
collectively convey related meanings.

The metaphor of water in Jatakatthakatha convey the path of dharma practice
according to Pﬂﬁdﬁm M ‘fields of action), namely gift-giving,
morality, and meditation, which is paralleled to Anupubbikatha, the traditional technique
of delivering dharma in Buddhism. Dharma will be presented step by step from gift-
giving, momllt:_.r, heavenly bliss, disadvantage of worldly pleasure, and advantage of
renunciation. Jatakatthakatha follows these steps by demonstrating that gift-giving is the
fundamental practice bnngﬂg one to the practice of morality, which purifies one’s action
and speech. The result of gift-giving and morality delivers one to happiness both in the
human realm and heaven. However, Jatakatthakathd asseris further that this worldly
happiness is ephemeral. It demonstrates the dlsadvanl‘.agn of worldly pleasures and the
benefit of renouncing them. These are the process of mind purification aimed to attain a
perfect wisdom or Nirvana.

In Jatakatthakathd, the metaphor of water is employed delicately as a literary
“technique to convey the idea of the path to Nirvana and to bring one to the realization
that Nirvana actually exists in Samsara. These who are wandering in Samsara may attain

Nirvana when they start practicing dharma from the basic level to the utmost level. They
can emulate the bodhisattva who, in Jatakatthakathd, fulfils the perfection to attain
Buddhahood and cross over the ocean of Samsara. The use of metaphor of water as a
significant literary technique to convey the idea of the path to Nirvana, therefore, assures

the value of Jatakatthakatha as Buddhist literature which brings the audience to the utmost
aim of Buddhism.
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