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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a study of the system of the control of
manpower.since the beginning of the Bangkok“pexiéd,.,It‘analyses state
policy as well as measures used to mobilize and utilize manpower,
its main resources. It explains how the mun nai were assignad
the control of the phrai in the-eapital and the central provinces
as distinct from those in outlying and remote provincess- The phrai,

male and female, were-registerved-into-unitsy—The male being the

country direct resocarces were classified into categories according

Fa

to the nature of théir duties. This traditional systeém of the
control of manpower was gradualiy and eventually abolished by
King Chulalongkorn |

It is'found that the majority of the population-~Thai and
minoxities of Laes,yMon, Khmer and Vietnamese immigrants| and
captives were all included in a system of control known as the
"phrai syétem". Chinese and Westerners, on the cther hand, were
regarded as aliens and were thus eiﬁluded from this system of

contrcl, only with a few excepticns.



Within the phrai system, members of the royal family and
officials formed the ruling class known as the mun nai and were given
the responsibility of controlling the phrai by means- of registering,
tattooing and cgreouping them intc mu, muad, kong and kowm. The duty of
- £ . - . » /
the mun nai was tc recruit the chrai to sSupply the state with corvee

: ’ .
as well as required produces in place of ccrvee. The mun nai

-

themselves were givensaccess t0 phrai's labour for personal ends.
Consequently, manpowue¥ becane undoubtly economic, political and social
resources and power hase¢ for the state and the mun nail.

In accordafice with the political; social and economic condition
during the early Bangkok nericd,” the govermnment allowed a certain
degree.qf leniency and laxity invthe control of manpower both in the
form of the decrees themsSelves' as well as in their imph@néntation.

The phrai were rnot strictl®.catégorized nor were their dﬁties
&istinctlyAdi“fded. Hence the;e was' no clear,distinqtion betwgen the
duties_qf the_phrai_ééé'and EEEE? luang as generglly believed by
hisﬁqrians. Ano;her' integes;ing point islthat £he.éhrai were alléwed,
to a,certdin extept(_to move and E;avgl.l. L , B .

Thgs,ltheAsta§¢ had an aécqmoéqti@g policy fq% £h§ c?ntF9l gf
manpéﬁgr Qh%ch“hgd always been_ad;pted_;cco;ding tolghanging
cond;tiqnﬁ.. Bowever, the_pqliCylof_liniencyIandr%agityAsréughp‘about
cqpfusipn:and ingfficiency, _With.éhaqging_econqmic_conditiéns.and
urgent need for reforms in different fields, the traditional system
) i = : T - o
of control of_manpower became futi;e. anevit‘was reali;ed that

L3

the system had outlived its usefulness, it was eventually abolished.
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