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THESIS TITLE : Ministers of Public Instruction or Education
Under the Absolute Monarchy.

NAME : Miss Nangnoi Tittiranond

DEPARTMENT : History

ACADEMIC YEAR: 1975
ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this thesis is to accumulate data con-
eern;ng the roles of the Mlnlsters of Pub11c Instructlon from the
establlshment of this offlce until the change of the regime in
1932 from an absolute monarchy to a econstitutional government,
Chapter I deals with the significance of the post of the Minister
of Instruction, formefly known as Praya Phrasadet, whose fespén-
sibility waé only concerned with the Budghist Church., This post
becéme more eminent in the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V)
who established the title of "Minister of Publie instruction"
responsible for religious affaips, education, hospital wqu,
‘publlie health, and museumns. However, the first and foremost task

of the Minister of Publie Instruction was education, sincevthe

religious-affairs, «thoughrequally [important ,jwere already adminis=

A

tered by the Grand ‘Buddhist Council, consisting of the ‘Supreme
Patriarch, the Archbishops and some sénior bishops, Chapter Il '
enumerates the reasons that led to the reform and modernization of

the Thai‘sysiem of education. Realizing of the deficiencies of the



'ol& education system, the influencé of the missionary in the new
system of eduéation}coﬁpled with the pressure of inperialisﬁ
pursued by France and Great Britein &nd the need to éupply civil
servant to the Thai Government,.the oducational reform first was
started within the royal circle. )In chapter III, the person who
plajed a very important and memorable role in the Minisfry of
Public Instruction‘frém the very beginnings was Prince Damrong
Rajanubhab, known at that time as PrincekDisavorakumara. Although
he was in charge of this office for a short period he had set doﬁn

a number of principles for the éducational reform.

Chapter IV discusses the role of the fwo Miniéters of Pub-
lie Instruétion.in the reign of King Rama V,; namely Chaophréya
Phatsakorawong and Chaophrayas Wichitwonmgwuthikrai. During tﬁis
period, howéver, these two ministers could not perform their duties -
to the fullest of their ébility, since the interest and coneern of
the-government at that time were mainly on nétional defense and
internal securify of the country, not education. Consequently,

King Rama V asked the Buddhist monks to help educating chiidren and
the Ministry of ;Interior. later Cooperated, closely with fhem. The
role of the Ministers ©0f Public Instruction,.in this period, there=

" fore was somewhat overshadowed.

Chapter 'V ' narrates and comments on the role of the Ministers
of Education from the reign of King Rama VI until the Change of the

regimes The first two ministers were Chao Phraya Pra Sadet
Surentrathibodi and Chao Phraya Thamasakdimontri, who had collaborated

closely in bringing progress to the Ministry‘of educational policy



which was bound up with the administrative policy resulted in the
proclamation of the Education Act in 1921. Due to the abilities

of these two ministers, the educational system from the elementary
to the university level was successful ly orgzanized. One feature of
their oﬁtstanding work in tﬁis period was an attempt to change the
”educational objective to fit in with the soeial and professional
nee&s of the peopleswIn the reign of King Rama VII, the serious
economic. crisis in the country seriously affected the work of the
Ministryvof Public Instruction or education. Prince Dhani Niwat,
who was the Minister for six yéars; could not therefore promote

the expansion of edueation reform aélplanned. Chapter VI is con-
cerned with the problems and achievements of the Minisfers of Publie
Instruction or Education during the period discussed in this thesis.
Chapter VII concludes with a summary of the ministers of Public

Instruction or Education meking great efforts to press the develop~

ment of the work of reform without aid and personnel from abroad,

It was notable that although most of these ministers were
not educationists, .they had attempted to do ‘.their best in the field
of education, and the Buddhist Studies constituted a responsibility
of the Grand Buddhist Council. This research points out that the
success or failure of the Ministers depended not only on their abi-
lities, but also on related factors outside the.educational circle,
fhe educational budget should.have been greatly increased,  However,
as it actually happened, no increase in the budget could be noted

due to the priority of the other fields of tﬁe government work.

Is
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