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Abstract

Ground surveys for purpose of issuing land titles or to confirm that a parcels
of land have been used according to Section 58 of the Land-Code, 1954 is a procedure
whereby the State issues an official document endorsing the legal rights of the holders
who have occupied and utilized the land prior to the enactment of the Land Code.
Some modifications have been made however, to include those who have occupied
and utilized the land after the enactment of the Land Code who have no documents to
claim rights. Such modifications have created a situation whereby administrative and
management costs are provided by the State for issuing land documents to
beneficiaries. These beneficiaries not only do not have to incur any private costs, but
they may not necessarily have the qualifications to entitle them with the opportunity
to acquire amount of land. Such provisions create risks to remaining stock of forest
resources and many also have repercussions on the on-going land reform activities by
creating differential treatments and status of rights among the beneficiaries of these
policies.

The underlying problem originates from the intention of the implementing
agency to expedite the process of land titling. The National Land Allocation
Commiitee, acting in compliance with this motive has modified the regulatory
framework to the extent that the original intention of the law has been overlooked.
Moreover, the accelerated pace of work has resulted in situations where ground
surveys for issuing land titles take place within the boundary of the forest areas, an
outcome which have become one of the roots of conflicts among concerned agencies

pre-conditionings for creating the uncertainty over conditions and status of the holders
of the land documents.

The above findings led to the conclusions that emphasis should be placed on
completing land use classification and zoning for issuing legal documents for land
allocated for economic uses. For ground surveys, National Land Committee have to -
adjust the regulation by setting conditions for land allocation for individuals under
Section 58 (2) and (3) taking into a~count the size of land holding, the penod of land
occupation and fees to pay for the services. '

Equally important is the need to review land documents already issued where
there are uncertainties over the legality of claims. Where cross-examination of land
rights do not confirm legitimacy of claims, the title issued should be reclaimed. Such
are the measures deemed to be necessary instruments to eliminate uncertainty of
rights. Land resources management should be modified to include measures such as
progressive land tax. Careful review should be made over the need to endorse

community rights to land to ensure consistency with the Constitution of the Kingdom
of Thailand 1997.
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