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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this comparative study on the feudal
societies of Europe and Thailand is. generated by the realization
of the significance and benefits in formulating a model of a
feudal society based on European experiences, in order to shed
some light on thesstudy of the Thai feudal system through
comparison, Additionally, the study aims at the identification
of main characteristics jof /the two feudal-societies, taken as
a system of social relationship, 1n a time period from their

inceptionito rdifferent sStagesiofl theiryevolutions

It is discernible from the study that the Thai and
European feudal societies existed as a pattern of social
relationship which was conducive to the interest of the ruling
class. The feudal system derived its main characters from a

society where a monetary system was limited, social ties were



strong and all kinds of production were made possible only

through conscripted labor.
’ ¢

'In the European case, the ownership of land, the most
important means of production, became; the source of political,
administrative and economic power. ‘Land holding determined
the social position, role and obligations ©f a person. As a
consequence, the feudal .s6ciéty in Europe developed a social
structuré in which thespolitical, administrative and economic
power was completely diffused to the landed lords. This pattern
is distinguished from the case of the Thai feudal system in
which the state power and the bureaucratic system determined
the social position of a person and set,a pattern of social
rélationship. Two social classes, the ruling class and the
Phrai, were formed under the king; both classes.were obligated
to give services. to the king in relation to ranks, official

positions and functions endowed upon all persons by the king.

The evolution of the feudal socilety in| Burope was
ignited by the change of the roles and functions of the landed
class after| trade had'been restored and| owneriship ofi'small plots
of land had been allowed to individual persons. Land rents
were paid in kind or even in cash. Feudal ties were loosened.
On top of that merchants and craftmen emerged in importance °

and became the middle class which opposed the power of the

landed lords in the old social order. This course of



development is different from the case of Thailand where the
state expanded the rights of the people to pay cash in substitu-

tion of corvée and a levy in kind. The expansion of the bureaucracy

also generated social mobilit ing commoners to enter
the ruling class through ' r, in the course of
its development, no mid ependent of the
former ruling class in 7 and thus a
challenge against the ossible only from

external sources and
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