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Abstract

This thesis attempts. to make a contrastive stﬁdy of the
accentual systems of English and Thai and to produee an error analysis
of the stress patterns.iannglish polysyllabic medical terms. The
purpose is to find out if the errors are the-result of interference
from the accentual system of the Thai language.

The coritrastive aﬁalysis reveals that in monosyllabic words
the accentual systems of the two languages are similar but in
po;ysyllabic words the systems are different. The study also shows

that the-phonetic; correlates of, stressed sydllables.in _the two

-
A

languages aré diifferent. :
Y

The error analyéienofgzo subjects . reveals that in ;the
pronunciation of 19 English polysyllabic medical terms appearing
in two different contexts,’ 88.7% of the words were pronounced in a
way which indicated mother tongue interference. An additional 7.3%

- could be attributed to intralingual and developmental- errors. Only



4 % of the 760 words were stressed correctly.
" Among the two groups of subjects . resident doctors who
were familiar with those medical terms made more interference errors

than meaical students who were not familiar with the same medical

made 355 interference
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