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ABSTRACT

This thesis serves the“objectives of studying the video tape
business respective to its background, concerned legal laws, consumer
behavior and market practices within the Bangkok Metropolitan area.
Also covered in the study are problems and opportunities of the

entire business,and future trend.

The study has clearly revealed that most of the blank tape
importers/distributors and authﬁrised duplicators have been
officially established as limited companies while most of the video
rental shops/ aren privately operateds Undergrounds~business --
smuggled ' goods have already flooded ‘the market and 'is' believed to
share up to 54 % approximately of the totalmarket size. This alone
and market competition have forced the authorised duplicators .(about
10 'duplicators in number) and approximately 362 1rental shops to
favor low cost blank tape and longer cfedit terms. It has occured
frequently in the past that some rental shops had violated the
copyrights of both foreign and local movie films duplicators, being

tempted by the lack of effective copyright bills. This situation



has somewhat changed when the copyright law took effect in January
1983. Currently, there is only a small number of companies with

legally secured copyrights remain operating in the business.

It is believed that smuggling activities have been prospering
healthily and would have caused at least' ' 100 million Baht lost of

import tariff and business tax income annually to the Government.

To a vivid degree,straditions and religious beliefs have
also been influenced by the unlawful availability of prohibited films
and uncensored news. gC€able T,V. broadcast operating in some areas
have also posed major security concern particularly along the border

areas.

Price cutting at all levels has been extensively employed
as single tool to maintain each individual's market share or just
to be able to survive which is extremely true for a great number of
the rental shops. This has directly pushed aside the quality matter
of the entire ‘business. In order to improve such-a gritical
situation, the concerned Government authorities must lead the_way
by cutting import tariffs to reduce appetite for smugglers. Regular
the practices of those“rental shops and cable network by means of
effective law|enforcement. :Upon effectiveness  of such/|la control,
all concerned parties in the business wiil eventually pay attention
to quality "and inot pricing alonel| Consequently, markeft Crend, of

half-inch blank’ video tape cassette may grow healthily into“the“future.
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