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ABSTRACT

Purpose

The purpose of this study was to exemine the relationship
between understending English idioms and the reading comprehension
ability based on a hypothesis that understanding English idioms is

related to the reading comprehensioh ability.

Procedures

_.English idiems.found in thé English texts used at the ‘
secondary schoglxiévei_were systematically éelected so as to construct
the first test, measuring tﬂé“ébility ofunderstanding’ English idioms.
The second and third testsly with and witHout idioms in the context,
were also constructed to measure the studentsY reading cqmprehension
ability. The three tests were pretested. Then the third one was
administered to 493 students, randomly relected from Hoh Wang School,

Satreevidhaya 2 School, Bordindeja School, Saravidhaya School and



Tewedvidhayacom School; The feliability coefficient of this test
is 0.89. Only 161 students whose scores were within the same range
were chosen to do test No. 1. and ﬁest No. 2. The reliasbility
coefficients of the two tests are 0.86 and 0.87. The results were
interpreted in terﬁs of product mementrcorrelation coefficient and
the t- values. The percentage of the students using each idiom

correctly are also.presented.
Results

1. The idiom which was used most eorrectly was "to get up,"
where as the idiomv"to pick ‘up" was ieast correctly used.

2. The prbduct moment correlation coefficient betweén
undersﬁanding English idioms and the reading compfehension ability

was 0.98 and was significent at .01 level.
Suggestions

l..English idioms shéuld be considered in preparingvreading‘
comprehension iessons

2. Bnglish idioms could be taught as a long range plan or as
a part (of wvocghulary’ teaching. ‘

3. English idioms should be taught according to rate of
difficulty.

L. English idioms which appear frequently in daily life

should be taught.



5; English idioms, according to the results of this research,
which are the problem for students should be taught .

6. Special drills or activities concerning the understanding
Engllsh ‘idioms should be set up.

T. The important of English 4dioms shouid also be considered
in selecting English texts,

8. Training courses for English teachers concerning the
relationship between uinderstanding Fnglish idioms and reading

comprehension ebility should be arranged.
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