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Thesis Title Thailand and the French Indochina

Questiqn (1937 - 1947)

Name Miss Sodsai KhantiwoigphcngSE
Department - History
- Academic Year 1976
Apstyact.

"Thailand andvthe French Indochina Cuestion
(1937 - 1947)" is a'study of tﬁe relations between Thailand
and French Indochina during, a decade bétweeg 1937 and 1947,
During this period Thailand was confronted Qith many serioﬁs
international crisis'especially in her rélations with France.
Those were constaidt—clashes betweén the—forcés. of Thailand
and ¥rance in 1940 - léﬁlgarising from frontier disputes or
undefined border lines t#at left both.sides to interprete
to their ovn national ad;anéages. "Also during these years
_(1939 -\19413 Thailanquécame a closecally of Japan, and
their alliance was'a co;sequénce of the deteriorated rela«

tions with French Indochina.'

The main purpose of this research is to analyse the

causes and effects of Thaiiand's‘frontier dispute with

-

French Indochina as well as the motives that led Thailand

to become an ally of Japén in the second World War. This



thesis will also study the post-war territorial question
between Thailand and France and how Thailand could manage
to become a member of the United Nations Orgénization in
spite of some registance of several major powers which

had been the permanent members of the Security Councii.

The thesis is devided into 7 chepters. The first
chapter'gives an intreductory survey ofuthe territorial
question‘an& other proﬁlems réoted-in the history of relé—
tions between Thailand and France. The second chapter is
a study of Thailand's relationship with Japan from the
reign of Rama V to 1939, The details of thé negotiation
between Thailand and France, Thailand and the United
Kingdom and that of Thailand and Japan vwhich led to the
making of the Non-Aggression Facts between Thailand and
those three nations are discussed im Chapter 3...Chaptef
four will touch on haw the Thai and French Governments
conducted their negbtiations on the Mekhong Territorial
Question; and with the suppdrt of the Japanese Government
" Thailand claimed back her former te}ritories in dndochina,
i.e., territories ‘on the (right! bank of thel Mekhong opposit
torLuang Probang and Paksi. Thusﬂfollowed in undeclared
war along the border areas. Cﬁépter five gives a detailed
discussion on Japan's role as the mediator for the frontier
between Thailand and France. Chaptér six and seven concen=

trate on the conduect of Thailand's foreign policy during

L]



the war years and its post-war questions, i.e. how Thailand
emerged from the War, how the French Government reacted
towards Thailand's application fer the UNO membership; and

the following consequence, The establishment of friendly

relations between Thailand an ance is covered in the

last chapter.
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