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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a study of the role of Chad Phraya
Nakhon Si Thammarat (N6i) as the governor of thé province of
Nakorn Si Thammarat from B.E.2354 to B.E.2382. During that
period the governor of. Nakhon Si Thammaréat roled over 'most of
southern Thailand and certain parts of Malaya. Chgo Phraya
Nakhon struggled éffectively against the growing Britigh influ- -

ence overythe Malay peninsulae

This study cinsiders the role pliyed-: by the Chao
‘Phrgya Nakhon +in "the, political,  economic, and-sultural relations
betweeﬁ,Nakhon Si Thammarat and the oeﬁtral Bangkok governmént.
The administration and the economic development.of the province
of Nakhon Si Thammarat froper‘ére examined. This study also
deals with the relations befween Nakhon Si Thammarat and other

smaller southern provinces,‘the supervision of Nakhon Si Tham-

marat over Malay tributary states of Thailand, the attempt of



the Chao Phraya to spread Thai influence over other Malay states,

and the relations between Nakhon Si Thamnarat and foreign powers.

The focus of the study is the person of the Chao Phraya and his
activities.

The study reveals that the particular, personal ability
of the Chao Phraxi_made Wakhon' 8isThammarat more powerful than any
other southern provinces. Ch;o Phraya Nakhon was an essential
instrument of the Bangkok government in the advancement of national
economic security im the South. Chao Fhraya Nakhon attemped to
extend Thai sovereignty over scme Malay states in'order to extract
more resources and tributes for Bangkoi. .In addition he made
Trang anc important gez port, thus prémoting the foreign trade‘of
southern Thailand. / Chad Phraya Nakhon was‘instrumental in the
maintenance of.peace and security.in the South. He suppessed
various rebellions. He established a stréng naval base at
Trang as a defénse post against Burmese aggression on the west
coast. This Tréng naval force was occasdionally used to suppress
piracy and{ensured-trading benefits of [Thais.and their foreign
partners. g lin dealing with Greét Britain over the quéstion of
therMalay stetes, Chao PhrayeaNakhon utilized a compromised

solufion. . He successfully safeguarded the national interests

of Thailznd, while preserving the friendship of Great Britain.

This thesis showld 2dd knowledge to the local history
of southern Thailand, especially to the period when Chao Phraya

Nakhon (Noi) was the governor of Nakhon Si Thammarat. This study

might, as well, facilitate other historical studies of the South.
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