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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the cohesive
‘usages in the English compoeition of Mathayom Suksa Five students,
and to specify the types ©of ‘errors they have invthe use Qf these
devices. One writing test was conétructed in an attempt to measure
the ability to write three free compositions in three writing froms:
:wfiting,fér self-expression, for persuasion, and for explanation.
ﬁach ééﬁﬁosition was aboué 120 = 150 words in length, ahd all of
_ them were written within ninety minutes. The test waé investigated
on its coﬁtent validity by five experts, and it was also tried out
for its appropriateness in the/time, length _and language used. The
subjects of this study were 400°Mathayom Suksa Five stiidents who
were studying 'in' government secondary 'schotls in.Bangkok . Metropolis.
The cohesive devices in the three compositions were identified into
five major categories, each with several subcategdries, as presented
by Halliday and Hasan, and then the data was analyzed by percentage.
Finally, the grammatical and semantic errors in cohesiﬁe,usage were

,

identified and grouped according to error types.



The results of the study were

1. The cohesive deﬁice the students relied most heaQily on
was lexical cohesion (49.52%). The less used cchesive dé&ice-wés
reference (37.37%), and the lesser one was conjunction (11,10%),
Ellipsis and substitgtion served only a minor role in cohesion.
The percengages of these two devices uséd in the students' writing

were 1.07 and (.95 respectiﬁely.

2. Errors weregmost common in reference (84.32%) and in
conjunction (12.78%). /There were also errors in substitution
(1.67%) and ellipsis (1.237). However, the errors in lexical

cohesion were not found in this study.

3. The most frequent type of exror was the problem in number
agreement between theicohesive devices and the presupposed items
(41.58%). Other exrror typés included the substitution of an
inappropriate item for a required cohesive device (28.90%), the
use of a cohesive device with no identifiable referent in the text
(15.33%) ,the unnecessary use of the cohesive devices (6.61%), and

the lack of cohesive devices where needed (5.02%).
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