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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were (a) to study the

effects of the combinsticon of wsing redio yauth programs

and diffusion of iﬁformation for agricultural innovation

gmong interpersonal communicators, (b) to understand the
communicatiom structuras of egricultural youth groups at
Kroke-Ta-Klai anﬁ Kokpetch, _.(c) to know the indices 6f
communication structures and the determingnts of network
links, and (d) to know tho patterns of diffusion of innovation
from members of agricultural yogth groups to other people

in the society,

A total of 52 members of sgricultural youth groups
{33 from Krokc-Ta-Klai and 19 from Kokpetch) compriscd the

sample for this rescarch.



The independent variables of this étudy were @
the radio youth forums, the indices of communication structures,
and the network links. The dependent variables were : the
pdoption and diffusion of innovetion, including'homdphilf.

strong ties and housing distance of dysds.

The date collected were based on the interviews, with
each individusl member by using questicanaires prepered by

the rescarcher.

Seven hypothescs were formulsted eand tested in the
study:

1. There is no significant difference between the
Kroke=Ta~Xlal and Kokpetch groups in terms of the effcect of
a conmbination of using radio youth programs and diffusion of -
information among interpersonal communicators upon the

adoption of sgricultural innovation.

2e Intérpersonal communication is more c¢ffective for
the adoption and diffusion of agricultural innovation than
those of radio-programs-for, both .the Kroke-Ta-Klai and

Kokpetch groups. -

Be There'is & significegnt difference in teéras of the
index of average system connectedness ‘between those of the

Kroke-Ta-Klai and Kokpetch groups.

-

4k, Therec is a significant difference in terms of
the index of diffusion of agriculturel innovation between

those qf the Kroke-Ta<Klsl snd Kokpetch groupse.



5e There is no significent difference between the
Kroke-Ta-Klai and Kokpetch groups in terms of housing
distance including homophily in sge, income, and education

levels, in order to determine the network linkse.

6. There is no significant difference between the
Kroke=Ta~Klai and Kokpetch groups in terms of the number:

of links related to the sdoption of ‘agricultural innovation.

7« There is no significant differcnce between the
Kroke-Ta~Klai and Kokpeétch groups in terms of the members
who transmited agriculturel information for ianovation to

other people who hava strong ties with them in the socictye.

This study was conducted by using communication network
apalysis with the following major statisticel tests : t-test,

Pearson rcorrclation, and Second-order partisl correlatiomn..

According o the hyfothesis testiﬁgs, hypotheses 2,
3,4, and 7 were accepfed. However, hypothesis 1, indicated that
the Kroke-Ta-Klai group tended to adopt the agricultural
innovation morg, than thoge of Kokpotch. (For hypothesis 5,
it was found that the members of the Kroke-Ta~Klai and
Kokpetch’ groups who «had Yinks were'c¢lose in housing. distance
and homophily in asge, but they were different in incoﬁe and
education levels.,.. Hypothesis 6, it was discovered that -the
adoption rates of agricultural irnovation of members were
related to ;he frequoncics of listening and discussing radio
youth forumé for both memberg of the Kroke~Ta~Klai and

Kokpetch groups.



The important findings were:

1. By using communication network analysis, there
were two cliques occured in the communication structure of
the Kroke-Ta-Klei group, but no clique was shown in the
compunication structure of the Kokpetch groupe. Moreover,
there werce more average system connectedness and system
openness in the indices of communicstion structure for the

Kokpetch group than those of the Kroke=Ta=Klai group.

2. Radio youth forume wére effective for the
adoption and diffusion of /jsgricultursl innovation im both the

Kroke-Ta-Klai and Kokpcetch groupse

3. Radio youth forums contributcd three functions
in diffusion of innmovation : {a) to be a channel for diffusion
of innovation from the members to other people in the society,
{(b) to reduce heterophily in terms of diffusion gap between
sources and reﬁeivers, and (c) to transmit information from -

mass media to other peoﬁle in the socicty.

Based on the results of this study, the researcher

.suggested the'Agriculﬁural Extension to continue prdmoting

" the radie . youth forum programs.
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