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ABSTRACT

The objective of this rmesearch is %o in#estigate the
pattern of life in Kafen;community in Retechaburi which may
effect on the fertiliby of population.rlConsidéring the population,
economic and social datd collected by fhe researcher during March-
May 1978. The 358 éample households are iocated gn 14 villages'

of Tambon Suan Phung and Tambon Ban Bung.

The results of the study indicate ®hat most Karen people
are farmersy the otheré have,différent oqcﬁpations. - It shows
that the average humber of“children ever born of the women whose
hugbands are in thewagrieultural sbusinesgsis jthe /highest (5.2)
and the average number of children ever born of women whose hus-
bands are government official is the lpwest (3.0). When the
current age of women is controlled, the relationship between the

husband occupations and number of children ever bom is not

significant, When considering the women's occupations and



fertility, it shows that the role on womén as mothers is not -
obstructed by the nature of women's-work.since ﬁost of the
Karen women work on the farm., 4nd also because of the need of
the agricultural labourers, it seems that the demand for a large
numbér of children (5.2) still exists in fhe Karen society, In
the group of the yéunger woren with shon£ duration of marriage,
the average number of children ever born is quite small (3.4).
It is also found bHat the relatienship between the\number of
land owned and fertility /is not wvery strong. Begarding the
attitudes toward thefideal number of children, it is found that
the ideal number of children of those who own more than 40 rai .
of 1and (4u1) and ghoge who own mo land (4.5) is not different.
In addition, the number of childrenlever born of those who are
in differept levels of income does not much vary either, This
might be because the'different income._does not make the

differnt way of life.

Regafding the demographic characteristics, the results
show that therg is the relatignship between| aga at marriage and
the fertility., Ever married women whose age at fivst marriage
is higher, their number of children ever bom is sméller. The
_Tresult ié coﬁfirmed‘when the current age of ever married.women,
is tabulated, In addition, the longer the duration of marriage
is, the larger number of children éver born, However, the

‘maternity and child health are not so weli. The spontaneous



abortiop and the infant mortality are found in every age group
of ever married women. With this experience, the demand for
large number of children still exis%s.in Karen society. The
rumour about knowledge, attitude and prattice of family plane
. ning are also the obstacles for accepting of family planning
pracfice. So the purpese of using of an& contraceptive method
is to'stOp having children after they have complete number of

children but not for family planning, ~ g

Regarding the social charaéteriétics of the couples,
the educational attainment of Karen couples are quite low.
Most of them have finighed the primary level of éducatian..‘wa—
evér, ﬁhere is somé relaticnship between the:education attain-
ment and the fertility'level. Bver married women whose husbands
have never been attained an{ schooling haﬁe the largest nﬁmber
of children cvew born (536)+ The higher Tevél of education of
‘fhe husbands is the lower number of children ever born, In
addition to education of ever married women, it is found that
the number of .children ewr born- of the ever‘married wémen who
have aﬁtained different.levels of eduecgtion ié not mich different,
Ihis is because the pattérn of life of Karen populatién who Have
- different socio-economic background is not much different, as -
mentioned before. The Karen religious belief is still animism
and primitive. The social norm and value change \fery slowly

such as the attitude‘toward marriage. The Karen women choose

.



their hﬁsbands by considering their diiigence in making‘a living,
#nd also the marriage custom does not cost them much, so mést
‘Karen women are married.. However, the divorce and sepmration
are‘not commonly found in Karen society but Karen women will

get married again after their marriage status ending.

In conclusion, the pattern and the way of life of -
Karen population wibh different socio-economic background do
not much vary. Ii'is still uneducated society, since they
believe in superstitieng.. They have little opportunities to
contact with outside Sogiéties.. These factors reflect to higher

fertility of Karen population..
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