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ABSTRACT

This research aims are studying the utilization of library
science theses of the university library administrators on the following
topics: guanity and scope of use; their purposes and benefits gained,

research areas needed, and problems faced in research utilization.

The data are gathered through a structured questionnaire
distributed to the university - library-administirators working in the
central, campus, and faculty libraries in fourteen universities. The
library administrators who are the samples in this study consists of the
library directors 'and/or the librarians of the central library, the
central departmental librarians, and the heads of the faculty library.
One hundred’and| eighty ‘four questionnaires are mailed out, of which one
hundred and sixty four or 90.75 percent are later received. The

research findings can be summarized as follows:

Of all the respondents, 30 are the directors and/or the
librarians of the central library, 89 are the central departmental

librarians, and 48 are the heads of the faculty library. For their



educational background, 5 of them do not acheive the Bachelor's degree,
82 obtain the Bachelor's degree, 75 are graduated with the Master's
degree, and 5 acheive the educatisn higher than the Master's degree,

For their working experience, most of them have been in the administra-
tive position ranging from 1 - 5 years (69 from the total of 112
responding administrators). Also, most/of them have been working in

the universities besides Chulalongkorn University (CU) and Sinakharin-
wirot University ’‘énly in Bangkok campus  Wwhich are the main sources

of library science thesessproduction (135 from 167 administrators).

Most of the respondents are not being on the formal continuing education,

only 16 respondents are.

As for the totalirespondents; 86 or £1.5 percent are the ones
who used library science theses in .the past years. Considering the
relation between the theses users and non-users, it is found that the
degree, position and type of werk, and office location (comprising of
two groups as source and non-source of library science theses production)
are significantly related to their actual theses users (P < 0.01 or 0.05).
As it is shown that the omnes who hold the ,Master's degrees are the theses
users more than non-users (51/24), For those who hold the Bachelor's
degrees, less than half are the theses users .(30/52). Ingother words,
most of them are non=susers. This.clearly shows the relationship
between the respondents educational level and their theses use.

Regarding the respondents' position and characteristic of work, the
directors and/or the librarians of the central library are found being
the users more than non-users (21/9). Meanwhile, the departmental

librarians of the central library are found using theses indifferently.



o2

That is, the number of users and non-users are of 47 and 42 accordingly.
For the heads of the faculty library, most of them become the non-users
rather than being the theses users (30/18). Taking the office location
into account, those who work at Chulalongkorn University and Srinakharin-
wirot University in Bangkok campus are the theses users rather than

the non-users. This finding is reverse for those who are working in

other universities.

For the relationship between the theseés use and the range of
time working, the relationshipsis not obvious (P > 0.05). This means
that those who have beengworking for 6 - 34 years have been the theses
users rather than the non~users (29/14). Meanwhile, those who have been
working between 1 - 5 years are almost equal in number for being the

theses users and non-users (34/35).

The library administrators who used some theses during the past
year, when the amount of use and the average number of theses used are
analyzed according to their degree; working period, office location,
position, type of work, and educational level, it-is found that those
who used theses frequently as well as used more volumes are the heads
of faculty library, as well as the administrators who have been for
16 - 20 years, and those who are carrying some formal continuing
education. The library, administrators, who hold the degree higher than
the Master tend to use theses few times but use more volumes of theses
than those who hold the Master's and the Bachelor's degrees. Most of
those library administ?ators work in other universities besides
Chulalongkorn University and Srinakharinwirot University (in Bangkok

campus) which are the theses production sources. For those who hold



the Master's and Bachelor's degrees, the number of times they use the
library science theses are of similarity but the former tend to use

fewer volumes.

For the scope of use, the subject areas of the theses used are
found irrelevant to the respondents' responsible functions (P > 0.05).
That is, the library administrators mostly-used the theses that are
service-related. Next are the theses relating to library administration,
technical function, personnels administration and other library-related

topics accordingly.

As for the parts of theses preferrable, the part mostly consulted
by the respondents are conclusion:iand finding discussion, recommendations,
and abstract. The benefits gained from using those parts are coincided
with the level of use. That i§; which part is highly used, the respon-
dents highly benefit from that part too. This is jalways true except
the parts of the research process, its analysis and bibliography which

the respondents feel they yield more benefits than they are actually used.

The purposes of theses utilization are varigus,. The respondents
who are doing some formal continuing education use the theses because
they mostly know that itheses™ results ‘can be implementedsto. their work.
While those 'who are not continuing their formal education use the theses
since their content is of relevapce to their work. For the purpose of
fulfilling or promoting some academic activiites, both of whom who are
and are not continuing their formal education tend to use the theses

since they mostly desire to seek for some academic advancements.



The benefits gained from theses utilization, are described by
the respondents as adding up their academic knowledges which is
relevant to their responsible work as well as adding up general academic

knowledge.

The problems in research utilization which are found by the
library administrators are raised by the.theses themselves and their
accessibility. When analyzed the encountered problems along with the
respondents' educational background, position and type of responsible
work, it is found that the respondents do not have time to additionally
search for new knowledge. [The existing time has to be devoted to their
responsible activities. /Also, the existing theses don't correspond
with their needs mostly. /When- the problems of research accessibility
are considered, it is revealed that most of the library administrators
face the problems of late published abstract, theses dissemination in
certain limited area, inconvenience in use due to./closed shelf services,
and only in-library uge allowance. These problems are faced with

different degrees.

From studyingthe reasons-why the library administrators who

are the theses non-users do not employ any thesis during_the past year,
the causesiare| found varying both from/the theses themselves and their
accessibility. This group of library administrators when analyzed by
their educational levels answer in the varying degree that they do not
have enough time to look for additional knowledge since they have to
devote the existing time to their normal work. Further, tgey don't
recognize the necessity of using theses (P < 0.05). For those who hold
different positions and types of work have seen such above problems

indifferently (P > 0.05).



%]

For those who have been working at Chulalongkorn University
and Srinakharinwirot University (Bangkok campus) and at other
universities encounter the following problems differently (P < 0.05):
abstracts are published slowly, theses dissemination in certain limited

area, and no knowledge where the theses are stored.

Further analyzing the research areas needed by both of the
theses users and non-users, it is found that their position and type
of works are irrelevant to the areas of research needed (P > 0.05).
Mostly, the respondents highly require the research studies in the area

of personnel administration.

Mostly, they also need to use the complete theses. Their need

for the research in the microform format 1s found minimal.
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