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Bsalinity, S, and
Tfhailand and South China
Sea were investigafh od WPOI i data obtained from Japan
| . Iceanographic Data Center
~ 1907-1981 A.D. and from
the Hydrographig: De RC ad Navy for the Gulf of Thailand
, ' ".‘ ta were averaged onto
a 1 degree squareﬂm plected levéls, Ty
90 100, 150, 209 5005 1000 %2000 m. The hor'lzontal distri-

bution of ﬂ %‘%} ;%:%tg ﬁfﬁ W‘E}q ﬂnﬁured at the first

five levels %11e at 500, 1000 and 200 m only dlgl data were
dispiaye Wﬂrﬂ*&ﬂ‘iﬂéﬁm’]’a V3 &l’lﬁ&ieﬂ
for 3 E-W sections across the study region, the northern part

(lat. 19° 30' N), the middle part (lat. 12° 30' N) and the southern

part (lat. 7° 30" N).

For the Gulf of Thailand observed data from 3 research cruises
aboard "H.T.M.S. SUK" 1/27 (23 Jan. - 7 Mar. 1984), 1/28 (19 Mar.-

2 May 1985)



and 2/28 (6 Aug.-19 Sep. 1985) were used in this study. The hori-
zontal distribution of T,S, 4t were contoured at Vo i k0 20, 300 40,

50 m and the vertical distribution were shown in 11 sections.

In addition, a T - S diagrams were constructed at 9 stations

one of which is in the middi‘ the rest bordering the South

]‘j{/’

Results fro i ' indifated that water masses in South

China Sea region.

China Seé were derl. j Axl f?"T‘i'~ses which composed of
3 layers. The upj ‘ rface to about 400 m,
the intermediate 1 having salinity less
‘than 34.5 %oand th of/ @idepth @redter than 1000 m with

ion of temperature and
ortion of the top layer (from
surface to 200 m). The Vers '7::571 ace temperature of the>whole
area were 25.55 'ﬁ’ o hies f,f_fff’"‘":‘l_j r. The average sea

pﬂjng than in summer and

MBI INENTNEINT v s e
AT

and Vietnam coast through Sunda continental shelf and entered the Gulf

surface salinity'gﬂs

autumn.

of Thailand and Java sea. On the contrary, during summer (Jul.-Sep.)
surface water with high temperature and low salinity from Java sea
and Sunda continental shelf flow northeast along Vietnam coast and

entered the Pacific ocean through the Luzon and Taiwan Straits.



Wateﬁ mass in the Gulf of Thailand was déri&ed from the upper
most part of\South China Sea water mass. Both temperature and salinity
were found to have seasonal variation. The hofizontal and vertical
distribution of salinity show that during the NE honsoon high salinity
water mass on the eastern part of the Gulf of Thailand derived from.

South China Sea while low salimifiy,water mass flow out on the west
P : § | 7 o ¥

coast. This flow pat;egéh ing the SW monsoon where high

in

salinity water mass “ntered the Gulf at the

bottom, flowed toward e north along the coast.

At the same time, vo~ £ v wWwater Ffron ;{f'eastern_part floﬁed péss

o

pper level approximétely

\ 7 b

the middle part and

60 miles off the Westf coas

Auganendnenns
AMIAINTUAMINYAE
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