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Project Title : A study of kit patterns reservation at Yasothorn Province.

Investigator : Aurapin Pantong
Nuannoy Boonvong

Pandita Tantiwong

Year July 1997

Abstract

Kit-weaving is the cultural heritage of the Putai and the Laos
who immigrated and settled down in several provinces in the Northeastern
part of Thailand. They weaved for their daily use and traditional festi-
vals in the part. Recently, kit-weaving has been promoted in order to
increase the population income. Yasothorn is one of the successful pro-
vinces that has supported the local population to produce many products
from kit textile, for instance, Mon-Kit (traditional pillow), mattress
and etcs. However,there are only simple kit-weaving patterns which take
a short period of time have been produced in Yasothorn because of the
commercial reason. The others beautiful and complicated patterns in the
past have been ignored. Besides,they are not even interested in creating

any new patterns.

The purpose of this study were to reserve kit patterns,weaving
techniques in Yasothorn as well as promoting their cultural heritage
appreciation and reservation on all old kit patterns to the weaver, the
user and the society. The data were collected from research documents and
survey from many provinces where they are famous on kit-weaving, such as
Ubonrajathani, Mahasarakarm, Roy-ed, Chaiyapoom, Karasin, Mukdahan,Udon-
thani and Nongkai. The data were divided into two parts, kit-weaving in

the Northeastern part of Thailand and Kit-weaving in Yasothorn.
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Kit-weaving in Northeastern part of Thailand were included general
information of kit textile, their beleive, culture and tradition, types
and how to use kit textile in several occations, as well as kit-weaving
technique. Kit-weaving in Yasothorn were included kit textile in Yasothorn
which concentrated on weaving areas, production areas and the classifi-
cation of kit patterns. It was founded that kit-weaving technique and
kit patterns in many provinces were quite similar. Only the name of kit-
patterns were different according to their dialects. The pattern compli-
cation was depended upon the weaver's ability who designed the pattern.
This study has classified the kit patterns based-on the pattern complication
into 4 groups.

1. Fundamental pattern

2. The pattern related to the environment

3. Mixed pattern or advanced pattern

4, The pattern for special occation

Kit textile in Yasothorm at the present made of cotton or
synthetic fiber and dyeing with synthetic dyes. The kit patterns in the
past was found from personal cloth collectors or old clothes which were
kept at the temples. There are also interesting information about kit
textile from other provinces

Ubonrajathani : The center and original different kinds of the
Northeastern's textiles. There is textile museum and they also reserve
the old-cloth's patterns. At the present, kit textile are made of cotton
and silk. Dyeing with natural dyes and synthetic dyes. The patterns are
available both simple and complicated patterns.

Mahasarakarm : There.are local researchers who studied and collected
kit patterns. Kit textile now is made for daily use and special occations.

It usually made of cotton with synthetic dyes. The patterns are simple.
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Chaiyapoom : This province, textile is highly supported because
the governor is the textile specialist and also the famous textile col-
lector. There are both kit-textile for commercial and for daily use. The
commercial kit-textile is made for household-textiles such as table-cloth,
bed-covered cloth. The materials are cotton or silk dyeing with natural
dye or synthetic dyes. The patterns are available both simple and com—
plicated patterns.

Karasin : The Putai in this province is highly capable on weaving.
There is advanced kit-weaving called "Prair-war". They weave with several
colors on the same line (usually only 1 color on 1 line). The patterns
are complicated and beautiful. They use only silk and dyeing with natural
dyes or synthetic dyes.

Udonthani : They made kit-textile for commercial. There are both
simple and complicated patterns. Kit-textiles here are made for household
textile and for dress. It made of cotton and synthetic fiber dyeing with
synthetic dyes.

Mukdahan, Roy-ed and Nongkai : There are kit-weaving only for
daily use and special occation. There are both simple and complicated
patterns depend upon the function of the cloths. Normally made of cotton
and dyeing with natural dyes or synthetic dyes.

This research would be utilized for one who interested in study-
ing the technique and patterns of weaving textile especially kit-textile.
It.also would be benefit for applying and developing new products from

weaving textile.
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